
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.kit.edu 

KIT – University of the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg and 
National Research Center of the Helmholtz Association 
 

www.kit.edu 

Page 1 / 2 

Monika Landgraf 
Press Officer 

 
Kaiserstraße 12 
76131 Karlsruhe, Germany  
Phone: +49 721 608-4 7414 
Fax: +49 721 608-4 3658 
 

 

Press Release 

No. 125 | lg | July 19, 2011 

 

To successfully master the energy turnaround, efficient tech-

nologies are required. The Minister-President of Baden-

Württemberg, Winfried Kretschmann, visited Karlsruhe Institute 

of Technology (KIT) today and informed himself about a new 

energy-efficient and environmentally compatible cement: Celi-

tement is an example of trend-setting energy research in Karls-

ruhe and of innovations made by KIT, which are then made 

available to society in close cooperation with industry. In the 

beginning was the idea of the KIT scientists. Today, Celitement 

GmbH – a spin-off of KIT and the industry partner Schwenk – is 

developing this new material to maturity at a pilot plant. 

 

“In my opinion, KIT renders outstanding services in research and 

education and, at the same time, it consistently strives for the trans-

fer of scientific findings to practice. To successfully master the ener-

gy turnaround, we need innovations, such as the environmentally 

compatible cement “Celitement” developed by KIT. Also in the fields 

of energy efficiency, electromobility, and renewable energies, I ex-

pect KIT to give major stimuli, as it is the leading energy research 

institution in Germany,” said the Minister-President.  

 

“We will support the energy turnaround with full vigor,” emphasized 

KIT Presidents Professor Eberhard Umbach and Professor Horst 

Hippler. At KIT, 1200 scientists are working hard for the energy mix 

of the future. Holistic research is also conducted in the field of elec-

tromobility. ”At KIT, we do not only concentrate on individual com-

ponents, but analyze the complete system from the molecule to the 

battery, to the electric engine, to the functioning electric power train, 

to the vehicle in traffic. Our objective always is maximum benefit for 

the society.”  

 

The KIT Presidents also appealed to politics: To master the tech-

nical challenges of the future, wide support and funding of research 

by the state and society are urgently required. 

 

Kretschmann visited KIT on the occasion of a meeting of employers 

associations in Baden-Württemberg at KIT today. “The fact that you 

are here today is a token of extensive exchange between KIT and 

Minister-President Kretschmann at KIT 
Visit of the Pilot Plant of Celitement GmbH for Environmentally Compatible Cement  

- Spin-off Is Example of KIT’s Cooperation with Industry  
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industry. We are highly interested in cooperating with you,” said the 

Presidents in their welcome address to the employers. 

 

Celitement GmbH is an example of successful dialog. The spin-off of 

KIT and the Schwenk group has built a pilot plant on KIT Campus 

North, which will produce 100 kg of this sustainable material daily. 

The objective is its further development to maturity. Production of 

the cement developed by KIT requires about half of the energy only 

and emission of climate-affecting carbon dioxide (CO2) is halved 

compared to conventional processes. Presently, the production of 

cement worldwide is responsible for about 3% of worldwide energy 

consumption and 6% of worldwide CO2 emission. Recently, Celi-

tement GmbH was granted the Special Environmental Technology 

Award of the state of Baden-Württemberg and won the competition 

of “Land of Ideas”. 
 

 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 
according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Württemberg. 
It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a nation-
al research center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on 
a knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching, 
and innovation. 
 
This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
 
A photo taken during the visit of Minister President Winfried 
Kretschmann at KIT will be available for download at www.kit.edu 
from about 19.00 hrs today. The photo may be requested by mail to 
presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4 7414. The photo may be 
used in the context given above exclusively. 
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