KIT

Karknhe Instinute of Technology

Austrian Charm Leaves KIT

Long-time KIT Press Officer Retires on September 30

Dr. Elisabeth Zuber-Knost looks back on many years as a students’ counselor, wom-
en’s representative, and press officer at Universitat Karlsruhe and KIT. (Photo: KIT)

By October 01, the long-time press officer Dr. Elisabeth Zuber-
Knost will leave KIT and look back on 36 eventful years. By
establishing and managing the Press and Communication Staff
Unit (PuK) she represented public relations work at the Univer-
sitat Karlsruhe (TH). Afterwards, she headed the press office of
KIT. After her retirement, she will now tackle new tasks.

“I would not want to miss the time | spent at Universitat Karlsruhe
and KIT, but | am very much looking forward to what is coming now,”
explains Zuber-Knost while looking back. Retirement for her does
not mean that she will stop being busy. On October 01, the press
officer will change her field of business and start to work as a free-
lance moderator and counselor in science and administration. Her
experience gained as a students’ counselor and women’s repre-
sentative, as a moderator of events for media and politics, and not
least as press officer will be the basis of her future activity.

After studying law and her Ph. D., the born Austrian worked several
years as a lector of a legal publishing company and manager of a
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technical development office. In 1974, she started to work as a stu-
dents’ counselor at the then Counseling and Information Center (biz)
of Universitat Karlsruhe (TH). At that time, she was conferred a di-
ploma in the topic-centered interaction counseling method (TZI).

In 1990, Zuber-Knost was elected the first women’s representative
of Universitat Karlsruhe by the senate. From 1994 to 2007, she was
press officer and headed the Press and Communication Staff Unit
(PuK) of Universitat Karlsruhe. After this and during the merger of
the former Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe and Universitéat Karlsruhe
(TH) into KIT, she was responsible for the public relations of Karls-
ruhe Institute of Technology (KIT). During her employment with Uni-
versitat Karlsruhe (TH) and KIT, she cooperated with five rectors
and two presidents.

Apart from her press officer’'s work, she was mentor in the EU pilot
project “Cross mentoring in Karlsruhe as a location of public authori-
ties”. From 2006 to 2008, she was member of the board of Pro Wis-
senschaft e. V. Within the framework of the “Initiative for Quality of
University Communication 1Q_HKom”, her work and that of other
press officers was devoted to quality assurance of public relations
work and the evaluation of university PR. At the moment, she is
member of the board of the Association of Female Scientists in Ba-
den-Wirttemberg.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
and state institution of Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. It fulfills
the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-
search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a
knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching,
and innovation.

This press release is available on the internet at www.Kkit.edu.

The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu

or requested by mail to pressestelle@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-
7414.
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