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Professor Geoffrey Ozin to Be "KIT Distinguished

Research Fellow“

The Renowned Materials Scientist Generates New Structures of Photonic Crystals

Geoffrey Ozin, professor at the Department of Chemistry of the University of Toronto.
(Photo: private)

The state of Baden-Wiurttemberg will fund a research stay of
the pioneer of nanochemistry, Professor Geoffrey Ozin, at KIT.
Together with scientists of the DFG Center for Functional
Nanostructures (CFN), the materials scientist from Toronto is
working on novel architectures of photonic crystals for innova-
tive optical and electronic applications. Funding has the char-
acter of an honor with KIT granting to Ozin the title “KIT Distin-
guished Research Fellow”.

For Ozin's research stay at KIT, the State Ministry of Science will
provide a total amount of EUR 150,000 within the framework of the
program “Guest Professorship/Foreign Member”. KIT will contribute
the same amount. The funding program serves to support universi-
ties in strengthening international cooperation and preparing for the
next round of the excellence competition. The funded scientists must
be involved in an excellence project.

Over a duration of three years, Geoffrey Ozin will stay at KIT for
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three months each. His research project is of interdisciplinary nature
and based on existing cooperation with CFN scientists, for example,
with the professors Martin Wegener and Kurt Busch (physics), Annie
Powell and Claus Feldmann (chemistry), and Uli Lemmer (electrical
engineering). The project pursuing a nanochemical approach is
aimed at studying and applying photonic crystals, i.e. materials with
periodically arranged structures that specifically influence light.
Based on findings of research into so-called frozen photons, the
materials scientist generates new structures of photonic crystals for
the development of more efficient solar cells and light sources, for
instance.

Geoffrey Ozin is professor at the Department of Chemistry of the
University of Toronto. For more than three decades, he has been
contributing decisively to materials chemistry and nanochemistry
and is among the top scientists in this field. So far, he has published
more than 600 articles in high-ranking international journals with a
total of more than 24 000 citations. His cooperation with industry
gave rise to numerous new developments and licenses. He was
granted twelve patents and applied for another 37. He also rendered
outstanding services as an academic teacher. For his research
work, Ozin was granted numerous awards, among others the “Alex-
ander von Humboldt Senior Scientist Prize” in 2005, the “Royal So-
ciety of Chemistry Great Britain 2002 RSC Award in Materials
Chemistry”, the title “ISI Highly Cited Researcher in Materials Sci-
ence” in 2002, and lately the “Discovery Award” of the province of
Ontario in the amount of 500 000 Canadian Dollars.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
and state institution of Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. It fulfills
the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-
search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a
knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching,
and innovation.
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