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Further development of KIT is discussed by the Baden-Württemberg State Parliament 
today. (Photo: Manuel Balzer, KIT) 

Today, December 16, the Baden-Württemberg State Parliament 
discusses at first reading a law to complete the merger of Karls-
ruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) that is unique in Germany. 
This merger was agreed upon by the Federation and the State. 
In an unprecedented effort, a university and a large-scale re-
search center are to enhance their unity. As “The Research Uni-
versity in the Helmholtz Association,” KIT will be able to even 
more interconnect research, academic education, and innova-
tion in future.  

“KIT already is an excellent and unique science institution. In future, 
the employees will no longer fulfill either university or research tasks, 
but both. For this purpose, we will adopt a uniform legal framework. 
This underscores the uniqueness of KIT in the German science sys-
tem and will result in an even better basis for research, teaching, and 
innovation,” said Science Minister Theresia Bauer when presenting 
the law to State Parliament in Stuttgart. She emphasized that such 
framework conditions and such a science environment only exist at 
KIT. “My special thanks go to the Federation for their constructive 
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attitude with respect to the further development of KIT,” the Minister 
pointed out. 

To make use of the full potential in research, academic education, 
and innovation, administrative obstacles are reduced and flexibility in 
using the funds and deploying staff is increased. In the areas of hu-
man resources and finance in particular, entirely new legal constructs 
had to be developed to meet the needs of both a state university and 
a large-scale research institution. The State and Federation negoti-
ated an administrative agreement on the legal and financial frame-
work of the merger that will be signed early next year. 

KIT will continue to execute the tasks of a university and a large-scale 
research center in future. “Combination of free fundamental research 
and strategic Helmholtz research in one institution is the DNA of KIT,” 
Minister Bauer continued. “It is this combination that makes KIT highly 
attractive. It will serve as an additional magnet for excellent national 
and international scientists and students.” According to Bauer, en-
hanced unity will produce synergies leading to an even higher scien-
tific quality. In future, students will have the unique opportunity to un-
dergo training directly at the large-scale research facilities and, 
hence, will give qualitative impetus to large-scale research. 

“Presentation of the 2nd KIT Further Development Act to state parlia-
ment is a very powerful signal for us, because the new law shows a 
way how we can climb the next level of unity at KIT,” said the Presi-
dent of KIT, Professor Holger Hanselka. “All scientists will be able to 
participate in both large-scale research and academic education. We 
will have a single staff and a uniform legal regime. Now, we can leave 
the world of separate systems,” Hanselka continued. “This will further 
strengthen the strategic profile of KIT as a University of Excellence in 
the competition of research institutions. Our long wishes will now be-
come reality. I am very happy that this new law has found its way to 
state parliament and I would like to thank all parties involved, in par-
ticular politics, for their support, their trust, and their courage to make 
this step together with us.” 

“As a University of Excellence, KIT is one of the most renowned uni-
versities in Germany with a high, but still expandable international ap-
peal,” said the Chairman of the Supervisory Board of KIT, Professor 
Michael Kaschke. “Pushing the development of KIT as a unique sci-
ence institution is very important to me and a goal I have in common 
with the Executive Board. In this way, KIT will even better achieve and 
develop its gigantic potentials in research, academic education, and 
transfer. Presentation of the 2nd KIT Further Development Act to state 
parliament, hence, is of enormous importance to me,” Kaschke 
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continued, “because it shows that politics sets the course and pro-
vides KIT with a clear mandate.”  

The reform and further interconnection of the tasks of KIT will improve 
the framework conditions for the execution of KIT’s missions. The KIT 
will combine non-university research and the university’s cutting-edge 
research with excellent academic education in one institution having 
uniform structures and legal frameworks. This will make KIT the nu-
cleus of extensive innovations. The goal is further interconnection of 
research, academic education, and innovation in all disciplines from 
fundamental research to applied research on a high level with the cor-
responding teaching activities.  

In the KIT Act, this is reflected by the end of the separation between 
the “University Sector” and “Large-scale Research Sector” and disso-
lution of the corresponding funds. The tasks of the scientific staff will 
be merged. For scientific executives, a new status will be established. 
Both university as well as large-scale research tasks may be carried 
out. As a result, assignment of tasks will become more flexible. 

According to the administrative agreement to be concluded, the fed-
eral funds for the execution of large-scale research will be made avail-
able to KIT via the State in future. For this reason, the draft act spec-
ifies instruments needed by the State Science Ministry to meet the 
Federation’s requirements when transferring the research funds to 
KIT.  

More Information 

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is one of the biggest German 
science institutions. KIT was established on October 01, 2009 by a 
merger of Universität Karlsruhe and Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe 
GmbH. It is both a university and a large-scale research institution 
that is member of the Helmholtz Association of National Research 
Centers (HGF). 

KIT is the first and still only institution of this kind in Germany that 
overcomes the clear separation between university and non-univer-
sity institutions in German science and research. The merger of KIT, 
hence, might be a strong symbol and potential model in German sci-
ence and research policy.  

The university activities are funded entirely by the State of Baden-
Württemberg. The research tasks are financed by the Federation and 
the State where the center is located at a ratio of 90:10, which is the 
typical funding key for HGF centers.  
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Being “The Research University in the Helmholtz Association,“ 
KIT creates and imparts knowledge for the society and the envi-
ronment. It is the objective to make significant contributions to the 
global challenges in the fields of energy, mobility and information. 
For this, about 9,300 employees cooperate in a broad range of dis-
ciplines in natural sciences, engineering sciences, economics, 
and the humanities and social sciences. KIT prepares its 24,400 
students for responsible tasks in society, industry, and science 
by offering research-based study programs. Innovation efforts at 
KIT build a bridge between important scientific findings and their 
application for the benefit of society, economic prosperity, and the 
preservation of our natural basis of life. KIT is one of the German 
universities of excellence. 
 

This press release is available on the internet at 

http://www.sek.kit.edu/english/press_office.php. 

The photo in the best quality available to us may be downloaded un-
der www.kit.edu or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 
721 608-41105. The photo may be used in the context given above 
exclusively. 


