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Dorothea Wagner to Chair the Council of Science and
Humanities
The Computer Scientist of KIT Is the Third Woman Elected to Chair Germany’s Most Important
Advisory Body in Research Policy
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As a researcher working at KIT, Dorothea Wagner knows the perspective of a university
as well as that of a large-scale research institution. (Photo: Tanja Meißner, KIT)
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Press contact:
Computer scientist Dorothea Wagner, who conducts research
and teaches at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), will chair
the Council of Science and Humanities, Germany’s most important advisory body in research policy. After her predecessor,
agricultural economist Martina Brockmeier, and engineering scientist Dagmar Schipanski, Dorothea Wagner, professor and
Head of KIT’s Institute of Theoretical Informatics, is the third
woman in this post.
The Council of Science and Humanities advises the federation and
the states in matters of work content and structural further development of the university system as well as state funding of research
institutions. “I am convinced that Professor Dorothea Wagner is the
right person to largely contribute to strengthening science in Germany,” says the President of KIT, Professor Holger Hanselka. While
working at KIT, she mainly conducted research into algorithms. “Her
work in the area of computer science is future-oriented on both the
national and international level.” Moreover, Dorothea Wagner is an
acknowledged expert of the German science system. She gained vast
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experience as Vice President of DFG, Member of the Council of Science and Humanities, and in a number of bodies of scientific institutions. “I cordially congratulate Dorothea Wagner on her unanimous
election as new Chairperson of the Council of Science and Humanities,” Hanselka emphasizes.
“The Council of Science and Humanities plays an outstanding role in
shaping the German science landscape in its entity. In it, KIT has an
unparalleled double function as university of excellence and member
of the Helmholtz Association. In many respects, we are therefore
pleased about the election of Dorothea Wagner, who is an excellent
scientist of KIT and knows both the perspective of a university and
that of a large-scale research institution,” adds Professor Oliver Kraft,
KIT Vice-President for Research.
“I am looking forward to taking over this office, even more so as this
is the right time to chair the Council when judging from my discipline.
Many of the upcoming and pressing issues are related to computer
science. Within the next years, we will increasingly deal with how science changes in the digitalization era. This will be the focus of my
work as Chairperson of the Council of Science and Humanities,” Professor Dorothea Wagner says.
In the Scientific Commission of the Council of Science and Humanities, whose Vice-Chairperson Dorothea Wagner has been so far, Peter Gumbsch, Professor for Mechanics of Materials at KIT, was confirmed in office as chairperson.

More about the KIT Information · Systems · Technologies Center:
http://www.kcist.kit.edu
Being “The Research University in the Helmholtz-Association,“
KIT creates and imparts knowledge for the society and the environment. It is the objective to make significant contributions to
the global challenges in the fields of energy, mobility and information. For this, about 9,300 employees cooperate in a broad
range of disciplines in natural sciences, engineering sciences,
economics, and the humanities and social sciences. KIT
prepares its 24,400 students for responsible tasks in society,
industry, and science by offering research-based study
programs. Innovation efforts at KIT build a bridge between
important scientific findings and their application for the benefit
of society, economic prosperity, and the preservation of our
natural basis of life. KIT is one of the German universities of excellence.
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This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu.

The photo in the best quality available to us may be downloaded under www.kit.edu or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49
721 608-21105. The photo may be used in the context given above
exclusively.

Page 3 / 3

