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Straw-based biofuel, superconductors for city centers, solar 

storage systems for reducing grid load: Many innovations of 

KIT address future challenges of society. Now, KIT has suc-

ceeded in reaching the Reuters Top 100 Ranking of the world’s 

most innovative universities.  

“At KIT, we have a long tradition in encouraging innovation and 

startups. Ranking in the top 100 most innovative universities reflects 

in the best way possible that innovation is in the focus of our acting 

apart from research and education,” President Professor Holger 

Hanselka says. Reuters ranks KIT in place 100. Considering the 

German universities alone, KIT is in sixth place. 

The core tasks of KIT are research, higher education, and innova-

tion. Innovation is aimed at making scientific findings usable for so-

ciety and industry through startups, spinoffs, licenses, and services 

for industry. Since 2013, KIT has been an entrepreneurial university 

in the competition “EXIST- Culture of Entrepreneurship” of the Fed-

eral Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi). This year, 

already four ERC grant projects of KIT have been granted funds for 

the commercialization of their basic findings. KIT supports students 

and employees in all phases of the innovation process. The Center 

for Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CIE) advises students in es-

tablishing startups and establishes contacts to co-founders, alumni, 

and investors. The KIT Campus Transfer GmbH (KCT) rapidly and 

flexibly executes service contracts awarded by industry. 

Annually, patent applications are filed for about 40 to 50% of the 

total of about 130 invention disclosures. Approximately 20% of the 

inventions are directly transferred to industry partners. Since 2010, 

314 patent applications have been filed. The innovative strength of 

KIT is reflected by the high utilization rate of property rights of KIT, 

which amounts to 60%. Licensing annually generates about EUR 

2.5 million of royalties for the KIT. In 2014, 33 companies were es-

tablished by students or employees of KIT. In 2015, the KIT startup 
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Restube won the German Startup Award, the KIT spinoff nanoscribe 

was finalist in the shooting star category.  

The Reuters Top 100 Ranking lists universities and organizations 

contributing most to science and technology and largely influencing 

the world’s economy. The ranking is based on scientific publications, 

patents, citations, and ten innovation indicators.  

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

pursuing the tasks of a Baden-Wuerttemberg state university 

and of a national research center of the Helmholtz Association. 

The KIT mission combines the three core tasks of research, 

higher education, and innovation. With about 9,400 employees 

and 24,500 students, KIT is one of the big institutions of re-

search and higher education in natural sciences and engineer-

ing in Europe.  

Since 2010, the KIT has been certified as a family-friendly university. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
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