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Professor Oliver Kraft (Photo: private) 

With an overwhelming majority of votes the KIT Senate today 

confirmed the unanimous decision by the Supervisory Board to 

elect Professor Oliver Kraft new Vice President Research of the 

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT). Confirmation by the 

KIT Senate is a further procedural step. It will be followed by 

final negotiations of terms and conditions and by the appoint-

ment procedure; only when all this has been completed, the KIT 

will have a new Vice President Research. Kraft has been pro-

fessor and member of the board chairing the Institute for Ap-

plied Materials of the KIT since 2002, and will succeed Vice 

President Professor Detlef Löhe, who will retire at the end of 

this year.   

Oliver Kraft is an internationally renowned expert of materials sci-

ence and materials technology, now a key discipline needed to solve 

a large number of scientific and societal problems. In 2013 Kraft, in 

addition to his activities at the KIT, was the first German to be ap-

pointed President of the world’s leading organization of materials 

research, the Materials Research Society. He has held this presi-
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dency since 2015; before he had been Vice President of the Society 

in 2014.  

Supervisory Board Chair Professor Renate Schubert welcomed the 

vote of the KIT Senate: “The Supervisory Board unanimously ex-

pressed itself in favor of appointing Mr. Kraft future Vice President 

Research. I am happy that it has been possible to find in Mr. Kraft a 

Vice President from the KIT who is very familiar with the structures 

of both the national research and the university areas.”  

“I am very happy that we have been able to win in Mr. Kraft an inter-

nationally experienced, renowned scientist. That Oliver Kraft is also 

very familiar with the KIT is a particularly happy coincidence – an 

excellent point of departure for this demanding job,” said KIT Presi-

dent Professor Holger Hanselka. “In the ‘KIT 2025’ strategy process 

we are currently engaged in establishing an even closer connectivity 

and strategic alignment of research at the KIT in order to secure an 

excellent position for future competition, such as the funding 

measures after expiry of the Excellence Initiative after 2017. Mr. 

Kraft is the right person to handle all these challenges. The new 

Vice President Research will succeed Detlef Löhe, our very suc-

cessful Vice President Research for many years, whose work will 

make a lasting impression.” 

“I have great respect for these duties, but above all it is my great 

pleasure and honor to be Vice President Research at the KIT. I am 

very grateful for the immense confidence shown by the KIT agen-

cies,” says Professor Oliver Kraft. “I am also most indebted to my 

predecessor, who will be in office until the end of this year. He 

leaves a well-organized field of activity. More than ever, successful 

research is now living on the connectivity of specialized disciplines, 

which I would like to advance further at the KIT. Using my 

knowledge of national and international research communities, I will 

try with all my powers to see to it that the KIT will occupy a highly 

visible position in the worldwide canon of science institutions.” 

The term of office of the Vice President Research is six years from 

the date of appointment. January 1, 2016 is envisaged as the start 

of activity.  

Professor Dr. Oliver Kraft – Biography: 

Oliver Kraft was born in Frankfurt am Main in 1964. He studied ma-

terials science and graduated in this discipline at the University of 

Stuttgart. He was a guest scientist at the Department of Materials 

Science and Engineering of Stanford University, USA, and worked 
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as a group leader in the field of “Mechanisms of Deformation in Thin 

Metal Layers and Small Volumes” at the Max Planck Institute of 

Metallurgy in Stuttgart. Since 2002 he has been Professor and Head 

of the current Institute of Applied Materials of the KIT. Kraft is the 

scientific co-author of more than 200 articles; between 2006 and 

2011, he was the spokesman of a collaborative research center. 

Between 2006 and 2009, he was Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 

respectively, of the Scientific-technical Council of the former Karls-

ruhe Research Center. Since 2012 he has been Co-spokesperson 

of the “Science and Technology of Nanosystems” Helmholtz pro-

gramme. In early 2012, he assumed the Robert Bosch Professor-

ship for Nanostructured Functional Materials at the KIT. Since 2014, 

Kraft has also been President of the internationally renowned Mate-

rials Research Society.  

Note: From 3.30 p.m., a recent photograph of the two confirmed 

candidates and KIT President Professor Holger Hanselka will be 

available at this point for downloading. 

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corpora-

tion pursuing the tasks of a Baden-Wuerttemberg state univer-

sity and of a national research center of the Helmholtz Associa-

tion. The KIT mission combines the three core tasks of re-

search, higher education, and innovation. With about 9,400 

employees and 24,500 students, the KIT is one of the big insti-

tutions of research and higher education in the natural scienc-

es and engineering in Europe.  

Since 2010, the KIT has been certified as a family-friendly university. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 

 

The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu 

or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4 

7414. The photo may be used in the context given above exclusively. 
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