
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monika Landgraf 

Chief Press Officer  

 

Kaiserstraße 12 

76131 Karlsruhe, Germany 

Phone: +49 721 608-47414 

Fax: +49 721 608-43658 

E-mail: presse@kit.edu 

 

KIT – University of the State of Baden-Wuerttemberg and 
National Research Center of the Helmholtz Association 
 

www.kit.edu 

Page 1 / 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IEEE Milestone “Heinrich Hertz“ will be set up on the Ehrenhof, KIT Campus 

South, where the laboratory of Heinrich Hertz was located. (Photo: Alexander Stahl, 

KIT)  

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) receives the 

IEEE Milestone “Heinrich Hertz“ of the Institute of Electrical 

and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). The renowned worldwide 

association of electrical and electronics engineers wishes to 

honor the physicist Heinrich Hertz (1857 – 1894) and his dis-

covery of electromagnetic waves in Karlsruhe in 1886. Repre-

sentatives of the media are cordially invited to come to the cer-

emony and unveiling of the IEEE Milestone on Friday, Decem-

ber 05, 2014, 10 hrs c.t. at the Hertz-Hörsaal on KIT Campus 

South.  

The “IEEE Milestones Program” has been established by the IEEE 

to honor important and outstanding discoveries and inventions in the 

areas of electrical engineering and information technology. The 

IEEE Milestone “Heinrich Hertz” is a bronze plaque of 45 x 30 x 

2 cm in dimension. This bronze plaque will be put up on KIT Cam-

pus South on the Ehrenhof, where the former laboratory of Heinrich 

Hertz was located. Between 1885 and 1889, the physicist conducted 
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research and taught at the then Technical University of Karlsruhe. In 

1886, he discovered the electromagnetic waves, a physical effect 

that turned out to be the basis of wireless communication later on.  

“Heinrich Hertz was an outstanding researcher. His work gave rise 

to a scientific and technical revolution,” says KIT Vice President 

Professor Detlef Löhe. “We are proud of having him among the an-

cestors of KIT as an ideal for generations of scientists and we are 

highly pleased to receive this permanent sign of commemoration of 

his work in Karlsruhe.”  

“It was the discovery of Hertz that later led to the radio, television, 

telecommunications, and WLAN – applications that are part of our 

everyday life today. The discovery of Hertz is one of the major mile-

stones in the history of electrical engineering and information tech-

nology,” says Professor Thomas Leibfried, Head of the KIT Institute 

of Electric Energy Systems and High-Voltage Engineering (IEH). 

The “IEEE Milestones in Electrical Engineering and Computing“ of 

the IEEE History Committee honors products, services, work, and 

patents that turned out to be pioneer innovations and achievements 

for the benefit of mankind. The commemorated event has to date 

back 25 years at least. So far, the IEEE has granted more than 100 

milestones worldwide. In 2013, the IEEE, the world’s professional 

association of electrical and electronic engineers with the office in 

New York City had more than 425,000 members in more than 160 

countries and, hence, is the world’s largest professional association. 

The IEEE organizes conferences, issues journals, and establishes 

committees for the standardization of technologies, hardware, and 

software. In addition, the IEEE supports interdisciplinary information 

exchange and discussion of the impacts of new technologies on 

society.  

IEEE Milestone Heinrich Hertz  

Friday, December 05, 2014, 10.00 hrs c. t.  

KIT Campus South, Hertz-Hörsaal  

(Building 10.11; Kaiserstraße 12, 76131 Karlsruhe)  

Program  

Welcome and Opening of the Ceremony  

Professor Thomas Leibfried, Dean of the Department of  

Electrical Engineering and Information Technology, KIT  
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Greetings from the KIT Presidential Committee  

Professor Detlef Löhe, KIT Vice President  

Ceremonial Address by the IEEE President  

Professor J. Roberto de Marca, IEEE President 

Speech on IEEE Milestones in Region 8  

Professor Martin J. Bastiaans, IEEE Director Region 8  

Unveiling of the Bronze Plaque at the Original Location of 

Heinrich Hertz’s Laboratory  

Professor J. Roberto de Marca, IEEE President  

Speech on Heinrich Hertz, His Life, His Work, and His Heritage  

Professor Werner Wiesbeck, IEEE Life Fellow  

 

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corpora-

tion according to the legislation of the state of Baden-

Württemberg. It fulfills the mission of a university and the mis-

sion of a national research center of the Helmholtz Association. 

Research activities focus on energy, the natural and built envi-

ronment as well as on society and technology and cover the 

whole range extending from fundamental aspects to applica-

tion. With about 9400 employees, including more than 6000 

staff members in the science and education sector, and 24,500 

students, KIT is one of the biggest research and education in-

stitutions in Europe. Work of KIT is based on the knowledge 

triangle of research, teaching, and innovation. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu.  

 

The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu 

or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4 

7414. The photo may be used in the context given above exclusively. 
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