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Natural Hazards, and Environmental Pollutants
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For further information,
please contact:
Current research results and background knowledge: The “Earth System Knowledge
Platform.” (Photo: ESKP)

The “Erde und Umwelt – Earth System Knowledge Platform”
ESKP has been online since Saturday. At www.eskp.de, scientists from eight Helmholtz centres present current research
results and detailed background knowledge on “impacts of
climate change”, “natural hazards”, and “dispersion of pollutants in the environment.”
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The impacts of climate change, early recognition and protection
against geological natural hazards and weather-related extreme
events, and the dispersion of pollutants in the environment are big
challenges facing our society. These complex tasks require interdisciplinary cooperation of the Helmholtz centres, as often very different scopes of scientific knowledge have to be pooled to obtain a
clear view of the situation. This also holds for slowly progressing
processes that might be associated with climate change and lead to
various effects, such as a changed risk of storm floods on the North
Sea. Relationships and consequences can be explained comprehensively by a holistic assessment and the pooling of expert
knowledge only.
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ESKP is an information pool and the central contact point for the
public. Existing knowledge of the Helmholtz centres involved in
ESKP is processed in an understandable manner for various target
groups (including authorities, politics, decision-makers, media, population). The information offered consists of texts, interviews, realtime data, graphical representations, images, and films. References
to expert publications and generally understandable brochures complete the offer. In case of further questions, the experts of the research centers may be contacted.
The project is coordinated by the German Research Centre for Geosciences GFZ and the Helmholtz Zentrum Geesthacht – Centre for
Materials and Coastal Research (HZG). In addition, the Alfred Wegener Institute – Helmholtz Centre of Polar and Marine Research
(AWI), the German Aerospace Center (DLR), Forschungszentrum
Jülich (FZJ), GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel,
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), and the Helmholtz Centre
for Environmental Research (UFZ) participate in the Helmholtz Earth
System Knowledge Platform.
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Württemberg.
It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a national research center of the Helmholtz Association. Research
activities focus on energy, the natural and built environment as
well as on society and technology and cover the whole range
extending from fundamental aspects to application. With about
9400 employees, including nearly 6000 staff members in the
science and education sector, and 24500 students, KIT is one
of the biggest research and education institutions in Europe.
Work of KIT is based on the knowledge triangle of research,
teaching, and innovation.
This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu.
The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu
or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4
7414. The photo may be used in the context given above exclusively.

Page 2 / 2

