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KIT – THE UNIVERSITY IN THE HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION 

Our Mission

We create and communicate knowledge for the benefit of society and the environment.

From basic research to practical applications, we excel in a broad range of disciplines including natural 
sciences, engineering, economics, and the humanities and social sciences.

By focusing our scientific activities on the key issues of our time, such as climate change, the energy tran-
sition, sustainable use of natural resources, artificial intelligence, and technological sovereignty, we make 
significant contributions to addressing the global challenges confronting humanity.

As a major scientific institution, we are internationally competitive and hold a leading position in Europe.

We prepare our students for responsible positions in civil society, industry, and academia with research- 
oriented study programs.

Our innovation efforts build bridges between important scientific findings and their applications, benefit-
ing society, ensuring economic prosperity, and preserving our natural basis of life.

Our interactions and our management culture are characterized by mutual respect, cooperation, trust, 
and subsidiarity. An inspiring work environment and cultural diversity define and enrich life and work at 
KIT.

Employees in 2025

Total		  10,131
	 Scientists	 5,930
		  of which professors	 424
		  of which international employees	 1,773
	 Administration and infrastructure	 4,201
		  of which trainees	 319

Students

Winter semester 2025/2026	 23,083
		  of which international students	 5,878

2025 budget

Total		  EUR 1,216,2 million
Federal funds	 EUR 393,1 million
State funds	 EUR 386,0 million
Third-party funds	 EUR 437,1 million 

What makes the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology what it is? The answer is simple: community! What 
I especially appreciate about KIT is our large and diverse community – on campus, in our region, and 
around the world. That community includes not only the students and the employees involved in teach-
ing, research, and administration here at KIT but also our alumni and former staff members who gladly 
return to KIT again and again. With them and our partners and supporters in academia, industry, gov-
ernment, the arts, and civil society, our community strives to be more than the sum of its parts. Together 
we are KIT.

We experienced that in a special way last year as 2025 was all about our 
200th anniversary. In countless events over all twelve months, we brought 

the impressive history of KIT and its predecessor institutions to life while 
always looking to the future as well. We came together, we talked 

and listened, we looked back and looked forward, we laughed and 
celebrated, and we opened our doors wide to all who wanted to 
keep on learning. We’re shaping tomorrow while staying rooted in 

society. 

Establishing an institution committed first and foremost to serving 
society was already a key idea in 1825. Responsibility to humanity 

is our guiding principle, as expressed in our vision, “Science for Im-
pact.” The urgent problems of our time call for bold solutions – solutions 

that we at KIT work toward every day, from original ideas to practical applications, 
to ensure a livable future. 

Another thing that makes KIT what it is: Science is our strength, and using that strength to make a dif-
ference is our chosen goal. As The University in the Helmholtz Association, KIT is uniquely positioned to 
make that happen. Our tight integration of education and research is also reflected in the structure of 
KIT’s Executive Board with its new Academic Affairs department headed by Vice President Professor Oliver 
Kraft. A key role in the development of our mission statement for research-oriented teaching was played 
by Professor Alexander Wanner, Vice President for Higher Education and Academic Affairs, who retired 
in May 2025. Another major role in KIT’s development was played by Professor Michael Kaschke, who 
stepped down from his position as Chairperson of the Supervisory Board at the end of 2025. Both men 
dedicated a great deal of time and energy to KIT, and I extend my heartfelt thanks to them. As esteemed 
members of our KIT community, they remain close to us and are always welcome here. 

Now, dear readers, let us look back together at 2025, KIT’s anniversary year. On the following pages, we 
present a few special highlights from the many events, great and small, of the past year.

Yours truly,

Professor Dr. Jan S. Hesthaven, President of KIT
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LOOKING BACK ON THE YEAR AT KIT
With his vision for the future of the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), entitled Science for  
Impact, Professor Jan S. Hesthaven, President of KIT since October 1, 2024, has expressed his ambi-
tion for KIT to take an active role in shaping the future.

As “The University in the Helmholtz Association,” KIT is committed to playing a leading role, from 
gaining new insights to developing applications. The interplay of basic research, engineering scienc-
es, and application-oriented research harbors extraordinary potential to drive scientific progress and 
societal change. This is the essence of Science for Impact.

“The most important resource for our success is the vibrant KIT community. Students, researchers 
and teachers, alumni, partners in science and industry, and everyone who promotes and supports 
KIT – they are the pillars of KIT,” Hesthaven said. “So it’s important to me that my vision resonates 
with as many people as possible and gets their support.” 

The vision is intended as a statement of val-
ues, conveying what distinguishes KIT in 
times of rapid change. Its focus is on ac-
tively shaping the future, advancing sci-
ence and innovation, and attracting, 
developing, and retaining talent. In 
its core missions of research, teach-
ing, innovation, and social respon-
sibility, KIT is guided by shared 
values such as democracy, dia-
logue, internationality, and di-
versity.

RESEARCH 
Two overarching themes dominated the research en-
vironment at KIT in 2025: the Excellence Strategy 
and the Helmholtz Association’s program-oriented 
funding assessments.

Two crucial milestones in the federal and state  
Excellence Strategy were pending in 2025. One 
of these was the Excellence Commission’s final-round decisions on the best research ideas in 
Germany in May. Two KIT clusters, Post Lithium Storage (POLiS) and 3D Matter Made to Order  
(3DMM2O) were chosen for continued funding; each is to receive up to EUR 70 million over seven 
years. As a result, KIT also retained its chances of continuing to bear the University of Excellence title. 
On December 2 and 3, 2025, a group of distinguished experts visited KIT to evaluate our achieve-
ments and our Science for Impact vision for the future. The two days went very well, with pleasant 
discussions in various groupings and a clear sense of camaraderie among the participating KIT staff. 
The decision as to whether KIT would retain its status as a University of Excellence was announced 
on March 11, 2026: KIT can continue to bear the University of Excellence title. 

In its program-oriented funding (PoF) process, the Hermann von Helmholtz Association of Ger-
man Research Centres assesses its programs’ research activities every seven years in a two-stage 
evaluation carried out by independent experts. In the first stage, the scientific evaluation, the ex-
perts assess previous scientific achievements. Then, in the strategic evaluation stage, they focus on 
research activities for the coming funding period. Proposals are aligned with the scientific policy ob-
jectives of the funding bodies (in this case Germany’s federal and state governments) and include the 
recommendations from the scientific evaluation. The results in 2025 were very positive for KIT as its 
research activities were mostly given top marks of “outstand-
ing” and “excellent” by the experts, who were struck by the 
breadth and depth of KIT’s research activities, including their 
strategic framing and institutional support, and by KIT’s 
unique organizational structure. For KIT, the PoF means 
dependable financing and planning, and a clear strategic 
research focus. The funds also help in building and op-
erating large-scale research infrastructure. At KIT, such 
infrastructure includes the GridKa computing center 
(used among other things for LHC data and future 
HL-LHC experiments at CERN) and the Energy Lab (a 
leading facility for energy transition research).

https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202510-vision-science-for-impact-now-online.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202510-vision-science-for-impact-now-online.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_043_clusters-of-excellence-kit-succeeds-with-its-proposals-on-battery-research-and-3d-designer-materials.php
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KIT’s research in 2025 once again yielded many exciting 
highlights and landmark findings. One focus of our re-
search is quantum technologies, which hold the prom-

ise of revolutionary applications such as enormous com-
puting power, extremely precise sensors, or advanced 

encryption. As a quantum technology cluster, Karls-
ruhe and KIT took the top position in Germany in 

an international ranking by the European Cen-
tre for International Political Economy (ECIPE). 
Karlsruhe was placed seventh worldwide and  
second in the EU.

In a networked society, secure communication is essential. Quantum physics delivers the necessary 
foundation by allowing practicable technologies such as quantum key distribution. With a new fiber 
optic test facility at KIT, which opened on January 22, 2025, researchers aim to transmit, test, 
and refine quantum keys. They also plan to set up a quantum network to link quantum computers. 

To prepare for the practical use of quantum computers in the future, 
the Quantum Software, Algorithms, and Systems priority program, 
which was launched on September 1, 2025, and the QuSol (Quan-
tum Optimization Solver Kit) project will pool research activities in in-
dustry and academia. In these initiatives, KIT researchers are focusing 
on developing application-oriented software for quantum comput-
ers to establish a foundation for future applications in fields such as 
logistics, materials research and cryptography.

Quantum networks are a key technology for secure communication 
and for Europe’s digital sovereignty. Researchers at KIT, working with 
European partners, are establishing an important basis for quantum 
networks by connecting a superconducting quantum computer with 
spin-based quantum memory. Their work marks a crucial step forward 

for high-performance quantum technologies. Their Superspin project re-
ceived funding from the European Innovation Council’s Pathfinder program.

Quantum computers will be able to assume highly complex tasks in the future. With supercon-
ducting quantum computers, however, it has thus far been difficult to read out experimental 
results because measurements can cause interfering quantum state transitions. Researchers at KIT 
and Université de Sherbrooke in Québec have performed experiments that improve our understand-
ing of these processes and have shown that calibrating the charge at the qubits contributes to fault 
avoidance.

Quantum information technologies are innovations in modern data storage and processing that 
are based on quantum effects. Suitable materials for such applications must feature certain magnetic 
properties. Scientists from KIT and other universities presented new chemical compounds, so-called 
rare earth sandwich complexes, that have the properties required for potential future data storage 
applications.

Electrons have an intrinsic angular momentum, called spin, that makes tiny magnets out of them. 
This spin can serve as a quantum bit (qubit) in quantum information processing. Unlike classical 
bits, a qubit can have not only the states 0 and 1 but also superpositions of them, enabling systems 
with considerably greater information density and complexity. However, designing and controlling 
spin structures at the atomic level is challenging, especially where non-destructive information read-
out is involved. KIT researchers presented a new strategy that significantly improves the lifetime and 
control of molecular spin qubits.

How does scientific modeling influence the energy transi-
tion – and with it our future? Models, and how they are 
presented, determine our thinking, but their foundations 

often remain invisible. In their transdisciplinary joint re-
search project Poetik der Modelle, KIT and the University of 

Münster are investigating how we shape the future with en-
ergy transition models, and how we can communicate about 

them more understandably. Funded as a Reinhart Koselleck proj-
ect by the German Research Foundation, it questions the practices 

of modeling and seeks to improve transparency, participation, and 
inclusion in the transformation of our energy system.

Electricity is increasingly being supplied by distributed sources of 
renewable energy, replacing central power plants and changing 
the demands on power grids. At KIT’s High Power Grid Lab, 
new grid technologies will be analyzed in a test environment 
designed to emulate the real power grid as accurately as pos-
sible. The focus will be on low- and medium-voltage grids 
for regional power distribution. The test platform is set to 
begin operation in 2030 as part of the Energy Lab at KIT. 
Its construction will be financed with EUR 32.8 million in 
strategic development funding from the Helmholtz Asso-
ciation.

Off-grid, modular, and seaworthy: KIT and partners from industry and academia aim to produce 
green hydrogen on a floating platform using wind energy, seawater, and ambient air in their 
PtX-Wind project. PtX-Wind is part of H2Mare, a flagship project of Germany’s Federal Ministry of 
Research, Technology and Space. The researchers started to test the platform in July 2025, at first 
in the port of Bremerhaven and then at sea off the island of Helgoland. Besides testing the flexible 
operation of the entire process chain, they also plan to investigate maritime impacts, material prop-

https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2026_005_karlsruhe-is-leading-german-quantum-technology-site.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_003_quantum-network-for-secure-communication.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_003_quantum-network-for-secure-communication.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_060_quantum-software-for-tomorrow.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_060_quantum-software-for-tomorrow.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_081_new-building-block-for-the-quantum-internet.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_087_how-to-make-quantum-computers-even-more-reliable.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_087_how-to-make-quantum-computers-even-more-reliable.php
https://www.kit.edu/202502-neue-seltenerd-verbindungen-als-potenzielle-zukuenftige-datenspeicher.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202507-neue-strategie-fur-quanten-spin-engineering-vorgestellt.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_011_understanding-the-energy-transition-how-models-shape-the-future.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_011_understanding-the-energy-transition-how-models-shape-the-future.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_021_research-infrastructure-for-innovative-power-grids.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_052_synthetic-fuels-from-offshore-wind-park.php
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Climate researchers at KIT were involved in two major  
research campaigns in 2025. In the international TEAMx 
project, they performed detailed measurements of air 
exchange processes in the Alps and in Germany’s Al-
pine foothills. The project’s goal was to improve weather 
models and thunderstorm warnings for mountain regions. 
It involved the first use of the new AIRflows Doppler lidar  
measurement system for aircraft-based wind measurements. In the spring 
of 2025, KIT scientists took part in the ICECHIP research campaign on the Great Plains in 
the United States. They chased hail-producing thunderstorm systems to improve understanding of 
how hailstones grow in thunderclouds. The project involved the first observations of updraft speeds 
exceeding 60 m/s in a thundercloud.

Metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) are characterized by high porosity and structural versatility. 
They have enormous potential, for example for applications in electronics. However, their low elec-
trical conductivity has so far greatly limited their adoption. Using AI- and robot-assisted synthesis in 
a self-driving laboratory, researchers from KIT, working with colleagues in Germany and Brazil, have 
produced an MOF thin film that conducts electricity like metals. This opens up new possibilities in 
electronics and energy storage, ranging from sensors and quantum materials to functional materials.

A novel magnetic material with an extraordinary electronic structure might allow the production 
of smaller and more efficient computer chips in the future: the p-wave magnet. Scientists from 
KIT were involved in its development. The material’s interior magnetic behavior results from the 
helix-shaped arrangement of the electron spins, causing a lateral deflection of the electric current 
flowing through it.

Neutrinos are among the most mysterious particles in the universe. They are everywhere, but their 
interactions with matter are extremely rare. The Standard Model of particle physics recognizes three 
types; observations of neutrino oscillations have shown that they have mass and can transform 
into one another. Precise measurement of the neutrino’s mass is essential to a complete under-
standing of the basic laws of nature. The international KArlsruhe TRItium Neutrino Experiment 
(KATRIN) at KIT topped its previous results, deriving an 
upper limit of 0.45 electronvolt/c2 (corresponding to 
8 × 10-37 kilogram) for the mass of the neutrino. KA-
TRIN measures the neutrino mass with a model-inde-
pendent laboratory method; its result sets a new world 
record.  Working with extreme precision, the scientists 
also sought a fourth type of neutrino, the so-called sterile 
neutrino, which interacts even more weakly with matter. 
Their results set new limits on the physics of such particles.

erties, and regulatory conditions in actual operation. The insights gained will be incorporated into 
the development of larger production platforms that can be coupled with wind turbines.

Wet meadows, steep slopes, and loose soil are often challenging for 
agricultural vehicles. A new drive system that gets off-road 
vehicles safely through difficult terrain has been developed 
by KIT researchers working with a partner from industry. It 
replaces conventional differential gears with an independent 
gearbox on each wheel, making it possible to drive on pre-
viously impassable terrain. The new “line traction” drive 
system compensates for the disadvantages of either open 
or locked differentials, improving wheel grip while also 
enabling exact speed compensation when cornering be-
cause each wheel has a gearbox with individual control.

HoreKa, KIT’s high-performance computing system, was enhanced with the addition of HoreKa 
Ruby, a powerful and energy-efficient extension for AI and machine learning applications. HoreKa 
Ruby complements the existing HoreKa Blue, Green, and Teal components and integrates seamlessly 
into the current infrastructure. This expansion strengthens KIT’s role in national high-performance 
computing and is available to the scientific community throughout Germany. In addition, a new 
parallel computing system, bwUniCluster 3.0, began operation in April 2025. The system provides 
baseline computing capacity for all participating universities in Baden-Württemberg.

If you pass by a café with WiFi, you can be identified even if you 
are not carrying a cell phone. KIT researchers have found a way to 
identify people solely through WiFi signals. They note that this 
constitutes a significant privacy risk. To infer people’s identity, 
it is no longer necessary that they carry a cell phone or tablet 
with them. Communication among WiFi devices in a person’s 
surroundings is sufficient to create an image comparable to 
a photograph but taken with radio waves instead of visible 
light. The research team calls for appropriate privacy safe-
guards.

Forest fires, floods, droughts: An artificial intelligence system devised by KIT will enable faster, 
more precise and more energy-efficient forecasts of such events than conventional physics-based 
simulations on supercomputers. In the WOW (World model of Our World) project, researchers 
are developing an AI world model that efficiently links various AI models used to simulate climate, 
weather, and environment. The Carl Zeiss Foundation is funding the project with EUR 6 million.

https://www.kit.edu/kit/202506-wetterforschung-messkampagne-fur-bessere-vorhersagemodelle-und-unwetterwarnungen-in-den-alpen.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202506-wetterforschung-messkampagne-fur-bessere-vorhersagemodelle-und-unwetterwarnungen-in-den-alpen.php
https://www.imktro.kit.edu/english/12875.php
https://www.imktro.kit.edu/english/12875.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202506-klimaforschung-gewitterjagd-in-den-usa.php
https://www.imktro.kit.edu/english/13321.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_045_materials-metal-organic-frameworks-with-metallic-conductivity.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_083_novel-magnetic-material-with-helix-structure.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_029_astroparticle-physics-neutrinos-weigh-less-than-0-45-electronvolts.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_090_astroparticle-physics-chasing-new-ghost-particles.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_090_astroparticle-physics-chasing-new-ghost-particles.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_077_new-drivetrain-technology-for-off-road-vehicles-moving-safely-in-difficult-terrain.php
https://www.scc.kit.edu/en/aboutus/18577.php
https://www.scc.kit.edu/en/aboutus/18577.php
https://www.scc.kit.edu/ueberuns/18315.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_069_the-spy-who-came-in-from-the-wifi-beware-of-radio-network-surveillance.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_079_ai-world-model-to-simulate-the-earth-system.php
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A team from KIT applied an AI method to real sensor data for the first time and was able to recon-
struct particle trails in the Belle II experiment at the High-energy Accelerator Research Organiza-
tion (KEK) in Japan. For each particle collision, a neural network is dynamically built up from the 
thousands of detector hits, which are used to determine the number of tracks and their parameters 
in a single computing process. This approach is a considerable improvement over the conventional 
methods previously used. Not only does it find ordinary tracks, it also detects particles that decay in 
flight or abruptly change direction. It also reliably processes strongly curved trajectories in the mag-
netic field and reconstructs particle pairs resulting from neutral particle decays. After being trained 
on millions of collisions, the network can also detect particle tracks in new data with high reliability.

To improve patient outcomes, researchers at KIT and 
the German Cancer Research Center are working on 
radiation therapy with minimal side effects. With 
new technology, tumors are to be irradiated directly in 
the patient’s body with a tiny electron accelerator while 
minimizing damage to healthy tissue. The project de-
veloping these “ultracompact electron accelerators for 
internal radiotherapy” has been added to the Carl Zeiss 
Foundation’s Wildcard program as an “unconventional re-
search project.”

The demands placed on crop plants, such as higher yields 
and greater resilience against climate change or disease, are growing steadily. To address these chal-
lenges, scientists at KIT are developing new genetic engineering methods. In cooperation with 
other German and Czech researchers, they succeeded for the first time in using CRISPR/Cas molec-
ular scissors to make targeted changes in the number of chromosomes in Arabidopsis thaliana 
(also known as thale cress), a common weed often used as a model organism in plant biology, 
without any adverse effects on the plant’s growth. This discovery opens up new prospects for plant 
breeding and agriculture.

Growing numbers of people are suffering from skin cancer. The most important risk factor for skin 
cancer is UV radiation. Excessive UV exposure, and the associated oxidative stress, can damage our 
DNA. This makes it all the more important to understand the natural mech-
anisms that repair such damage. Working with colleagues 
in Italy and Japan, KIT scientists investigated the function 
of a so-called photolyase in a blind cave fish. Pho-
tolyases are light-dependent enzymes that repair DNA 
damage caused by UV exposure. The scientists were 
able to show that photolyases can repair damage 
caused by oxidative stress even without light.

The German Research Foundation (DFG) approved EUR  3.2  million in funding for the new DFG 
research unit investigating Asset Allocation and Asset Pricing in Regulated Markets and In-
stitutions for an initial phase of four years. This research unit includes seven executive scientists. 
Together they aim to find out how regulatory uncertainty affects asset valuation and investment 
decisions. The unit’s spokeswoman is Professor An Chen (Ulm University); co-spokeswoman is Pro-
fessor Nicole Bäuerle (KIT). The scientific spokeswoman of MathSEE, Professor Melanie Schienle, is 
one of the project’s seven executive scientists.

The DFG, in cooperation with the Austrian Science Fund, approved a further round of funding for 
the research unit investigating Financial Markets and Frictions – An Intermediary Asset Pricing 
Approach. The spokeswoman for the unit is KIT’s Professor Marliese Uhrig-Homburg.

When does a soccer team really face a crisis, and in which sit-
uations is dismissing the coach nothing but an over-hasty re-
action? KIT researchers have developed a system that objec-
tively measures crises in professional soccer. Their study 
shows how mathematical models can be used to map emo-
tional and mental processes in sports. Mathematics is used 
here as a tool to make team dynamics tangible. Based on 
three crisis indicators derived from real-world soccer, it 
is possible to accurately capture a team’s performance 
level and detect critical phases at an early stage.

PARTNERSHIPS AND NETWORKS

KIT and the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre 
(JRC) plan to intensify their cooperation in the fields of nu-
clear safety, security, and safety surveillance and make 
an effective contribution to understanding and solving sci-
entific problems in both basic research and other nuclear 
applications such as medical research. To this end, the 
two institutions signed a new cooperation agreement 
aimed at ensuring that nuclear safety standards remain 
at a high level. In addition, KIT’s nuclear research and 
education facilities will train young researchers who 
are to guarantee Europe’s future scientific expertise 
and sovereignty in this field.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41781-025-00135-6
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_pi_2025_004_in-situ-radiation-therapy.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_086_genetic-engineering-changing-the-number-of-chromosomes-in-plants-using-molecular-scissors.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202509-genetic-damage-blind-cave-fish-helps-to-understand-repair-processes.php
https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2025/press-release-no-19
https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2025/press-release-no-19
https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2025/press-release-no-42
https://www.dfg.de/en/service/press/press-releases/2025/press-release-no-42
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_089_new-crisis-management-model-for-professional-soccer.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_089_new-crisis-management-model-for-professional-soccer.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_055_nuclear-safety-kit-and-european-commission-conduct-joint-research.php
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In today’s globalized world, confident command of the 
English language is indispensable. Studying in the lan-
guage that dominates science and business worldwide 
enables students to build up and enhance their skills in 
English. In the 2025 summer semester, KIT extended its 
range of courses held in English by adding three new 

master’s programs: Mechatronics and Information Technol-
ogy, Electrical Engineering and Information Technology, and Computer Science. In the winter se-
mester, the master’s program in Biomedical Engineering was added. In total, KIT now offers one 
bachelor’s program, 16 master’s programs, and five doctoral programs held entirely in English. With 
these course offerings, KIT will attract an increasing number of foreign students and strengthen its 
international orientation. 

In addition, KIT established three new bachelor’s programs in the 2025/26 winter semester:  
Applied Environmental Informatics and Earth Observation, Computational and Data Science, and 
Liberal Arts.

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) aims to enable people 
to think and act with the future in mind. As a place for sus-
tainable thinking and action, KIT enables young people to 
contribute to sustainable development in society, industry, 
and science. For an interdisciplinary teaching project, KIT 
received a grant from the Carl Zeiss Foundation’s CZS Rethink 
program. In the Enforcing Education for Sustainability in En-
gineering project, the researchers are developing four core 
modules on sustainability to be integrated into engineering 
sciences study programs. The goal is to enable students to 
use their specialist skills in a critical and application-oriented 
manner for sustainable development.

As a result of the Basis Project Sustainability completed at KIT in 2025 (see page 22), three KIT de-
partments and the Center for Teacher Education are already testing specific measures to strengthen 
ESD in their respective study programs.

Not only do teachers impart knowledge and skills to their stu-
dents, they also contribute to their personal development and 
stimulate or strengthen their interests. There are several ways 

to study teaching in Karlsruhe. At a joint virtual event host-
ed by the Karlsruhe School of Education, KIT, the Karl-

sruhe University of Education, the Karlsruhe University of 
Music, and the Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Künste 

Karlsruhe (state academy of fine arts) presented informa-
tion about courses of study.

In view of the political, economic, and social challeng-
es facing the Middle East, scientific dialogue with 
the region is more important than ever. While a 
delegation visited Israel, the Helmholtz Associ-
ation, KIT, and the German Rectors’ Conference 
reaffirmed their commitment to intercultural di-
alogue and closer cooperation in research, edu-
cation, and entrepreneurship. A focus of the visit 
was the signing of letters of intent for exchange programs 
between KIT, Tel Aviv University, the University of Haifa, and Hasoub, the first 
Arab innovation hub in Israel.

KIT and Städtisches Klinikum Karlsruhe will strengthen their cooperation. The two institutions 
concluded a cooperation agreement with the aim of more closely linking university research and 

clinical expertise. This will benefit both the hospital’s pa-
tients and KIT students and researchers. 

The materials sciences are a key discipline for many 
forward-looking projects in fields such as the energy 
transition, 3D printing, and quantum computing. Since 
2019, MaterialDigital, a platform coordinated primarily 
by KIT, has been driving the digitalization of mate-
rials science with the objective of making the man-
agement of materials data more systematic and stan-
dardized. The project, which is financed by Germany’s 
Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space, 
began its third phase of funding in October 2025.

TEACHING
Nearly 5,500 new students began their studies in the 2025/26 
winter semester at KIT. The number of international students 
rose 12 percent over the previous year; the percentage of in-
ternational students rose to 25.5 percent. The total number 
of students in the 2025/26 winter semester was 23,083, an 
increase of 1.4 percent over the previous year. The share of 
female students also rose slightly to 30 percent.
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While the advance of digitalization is changing the 
demands placed on education, it also offers new pos-
sibilities. To make use of these possibilities, a digital 
campus will be set up at KIT’s Learning and Application 
Center for Mechatronics, which is currently under con-
struction. The digital campus will be integrated in the physi-
cal building’s network and equipped with components of the 
industrial metaverse. The objective is to make various course 
offerings and continuing education programs accessible during 
all phases of education, from orientation to training to continuing 
education, thus expanding the curriculum and further increasing KIT’s attractiveness for internation-
al students. Baden-Württemberg’s Ministry of Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism is funding the 
new digital teaching and learning environment at KIT with EUR 4 million.

As overall complexity increases with rising climate, cybersecurity, and geopolitical risks and growing 
interconnectedness, digital decision-making technologies play a crucial role in ensuring the resilience 
of critical infrastructures. To prepare future specialists for these challenges, KIT and software compa-
ny SAP have developed a lecture entitled Smart Resilience Technologies as part of their strategic 
partnership. The lecture focuses on adaptation strategies for complex transformation processes.

An interactive e-learning module on using generative AI for research and writing went online to 
prepare students for academic work in the AI age. The module is specifically designed for students. 
It teaches them the technical basics, encourages critical thinking, and sharpens the writing and re-
searching skills needed to work with AI. 

The Leadership Talent Lab (LTL) at KIT is an experimen-
tal space for good leadership. It is funded by the Karl 
Schlecht Foundation. The project’s goal is to raise stu-
dents’ awareness of responsible leadership practices, 
beginning as early as bachelor’s programs. Students try 
out leading and being led in the LTL, developing a broad 
range of perspectives on leadership. Typical of the LTL is 
a lab-based approach experimenting with new topics, 
innovative event formats, and learning spaces outside 
the university.

TRANSFER

Fundraising plays a key role in many areas, 
such as entrepreneurship and talent programs. 
For example, donations made it possible to fund 
science camps and reach schoolchildren as a tar-
get group. In an effort to grow its circle of poten-
tial donors, KIT held its third Foundation Day in 
October, giving a number of foundation representa-
tives insights into ongoing projects and an overview of new 
funding options.

In this context, KIT alumni are an important group: Not 
only do some of them have many years of profession-
al experience and extensive knowledge and contacts, 
they also have a desire to give something back because 
of their close ties to KIT. There is a broad spectrum of 
possibilities, ranging from mentoring for internation-
al students (e.g. DAAD’s FIT@KIT program) to financial 
support such as Germany Scholarships. Various events 
for regional, national, and international alumni were 
held during KIT’s anniversary year to reinforce these 
lifelong bonds. One such event was Innovation Eco-
systems for a Sustainable and Digitalized Society  – 
International Alumni Week 2025, which brought to-
gether international and scientific alumni from KIT 
and the University of Stuttgart.

The Science for Impact strategy also involves the systematic cultivation of entrepreneurial thinking 
and action. Entrepreneurship ranges from raising awareness about knowledge transfer to individ-
ual empowerment to the development of specific impact projects, with emphasis on supporting 
startups. The existing range of startup support services was expanded with new projects in 2025. An 
example is the successful proposal submitted for 
the German government’s Startup Factories flag-
ship competition. KIT led a joint effort with the 
University of Stuttgart, Heidelberg University, 
Ulm University, Stuttgart Media University, and 
IPAI in Heilbronn to bring the NXTGN Startup 
Factory to Baden-Württemberg as one of ten 
funded projects. Its goal is to establish a plat-
form for the systematic development of re-
search-based deep-tech startups for the next 
generation of SMEs.
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KIT graduates often take on leadership respon-
sibilities not only during the founding process 

but also in business and civil society. In addition to 
other talent programs, in recent years two more 

programs have been established to provide relevant 
training: the Leadership Talent Lab (see the Educa-

tion section on page 12) and the Leadership Talent 
Academy. Agreement was reached in 2025 on further 

funding for these two programs and on a complementary 
endowed professorship for responsible leadership.

KIT supports the founding of startups – key drivers of innova-
tion, knowledge transfer, and economic activity – with these and many other support programs. A 
few promising examples are described below.

Private households are increasingly turning toward economical and cli-
mate-friendly technologies such as photovoltaic systems, battery 
storage units, and electric vehicles. However, the full potential 
of these technologies can only be unleashed when they are 
used in combination. RAZO Energy, a startup found-
ed at KIT, provides intelligent energy management 
systems that link energy sources with building sys-
tems, optimize household consumption, and in-
crease overall efficiency.

With about 80,000 sewage treatment plants, Europe of-
fers considerable potential for an innovative, carbon-neutral 
process to produce methanol, an all-purpose chemical. ICODOS, a startup founded at KIT, and its 
partners have built a facility at Mannheim’s sewage treatment plant. The facility purifies the bio-
gas produced by the plant and uses green hydrogen to convert it into carbon-neutral fuel for ships.

Smart virtual assistants and automated solutions will create competitive advantages by making ev-
eryday work easier and taking over routine tasks. They rely on various forms of artificial intelligence 
as a key enabling technology. KIT and IBM are expanding their long-standing cooperation with 
the aim of jointly developing digital innovations and promoting young talent in science and industry.

New EU laws now require risk management and compli-
ance with ethical standards where artificial intelligence 
is used. Validaitor, a startup spun off from KIT, assists 
organizations and businesses in implementing the 
rules. KIT has decided to take a stake in the com-
pany.

In June 2025, INERATEC, a cleantech company spun off from KIT, officially opened ERA ONE, a 
power-to-liquid plant for the production of e-fuels and e-chemicals, heralding a new era for sus-
tainable mobility. The plant, sited in Frankfurt-Höchst, is the largest of its kind in Europe and will 
produce up to 2,500 tons of carbon-neutral e-fuels annually. Now commercial quantities of synthetic 
fuels will be available in Europe for the first time, a crucial step toward reaching the EU climate goals 
for 2030 and 2050.

JUNIOR RESEARCHERS

KIT has joined forces with the University of Stuttgart and the University of Tübingen to set up 
connAIX – Research School for Applied AI, a pioneering state graduate center. The start of this 
project, the first of its kind in Germany, was marked by the signing of a memorandum of under-
standing on May 8, 2025. ConnAIX will be established as an external KIT site in Heilbronn to help 
doctoral students working at the interface of information technology, mechanical engineering, and 
electrical engineering. 

The EU-funded COFUND project KSETA Europe started at 
the Karlsruhe School of Elementary Particle and Astropar-
ticle Physics: Science and Technology (KSETA). In this pro-
gram, KIT will fund and train 24 international doctoral stu-
dents for research on particle and astroparticle physics and 
on the related engineering disciplines needed for the devel-
opment of the required advanced technologies. KSETA will 
arrange for the on-site training activities and provide the 
research infrastructure.

 
C4LaNd, an international research training group recently 
funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), will 
investigate how growing demand for food, renewable en-
ergy, and materials can be reconciled with the protection 
of biodiversity and the climate. Working with the Univer-
sity of Melbourne and the University of Hohenheim, the 
research group aims to gain an integrated understanding 
of the global land system in order to develop solutions 
for the overexploitation of land resources. Another re-
search training group, KD²School, received five more 

%20https://www.careerservice.kit.edu/en/studierende/foerderprogramme/leadership_talent_academy
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years of DFG funding. In this group, KIT, the University of Bremen, and the University of Oldenburg 
are working together to design biosignal-adaptive systems for deci-
sion-making processes in economic contexts in business and private 
life.

KIT Junior Professor Manuel Krannich won an ERC Starting Grant 
from the European Research Council. The grant’s funding of EUR 1.5 mil-
lion will enable Krannich to realize his MaFC project, a basic research 
project that focuses on manifolds and functor calculus and links multiple 
fields of pure mathematics. With his work, Krannich has unveiled surprising 
relationships between symmetries of high-dimensional manifolds and laws 
of algebra.

Two young scientists at KIT won over a panel of experts from 
the Carl Zeiss Foundation (CZS) with their projects. With sup-

port from the CZS Nexus funding program, they can establish 
research groups at KIT over the next five years. Each will receive 

EUR 1.5 million. Dr. Boris Karanov develops new algorithms for dig-
ital signal processing in optical communication systems. Dr. Frank 

Rhein investigates how physical processes can be used to reduce the 
CO2 emissions produced by cryptocurrency mining.

The European Commission approved a proposal by EUCOR – The Europe-
an Campus for a new international training program for doctoral students in quantum sciences and 
technologies. Gen-Q will enable 51 young scientists to complete their doctorates with an interna-
tional, interdisciplinary, and intersectoral focus. Eleven of them are researchers at KIT. The program 
is scheduled for a duration of five years and has a budget exceeding EUR 12 million. Besides the five 
EUCOR universities in Germany, France, and Switzerland (University of Basel, University of Freiburg, 
Université de Haute Alsace, University of Strasbourg, and KIT), the University of Amsterdam and 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland, are also involved.

Young researchers often find it difficult to network with like-mind-
ed colleagues outside their own research groups or relevant con-
ferences. The new EPICUR hubs, developed under KIT’s leadership 
by the European University Alliance, aim to address this issue. Being 
primarily virtual, these centers are intended to promote collaboration 
between young European scientists and to facilitate their networking 
across disciplines and borders in research, teaching, innovation, and 
transfer. The first EPICUR hub, whose theme is sustainable transforma-
tion, was launched on April 8, 2025.

The German Academic International Network (GAIN) 
brought together early career researchers and rep-
resentatives from German academia, government, 
and business at a conference held in Boston in 
August 2025. The GAIN conference is the larg-
est platform outside Europe focusing on interna-
tional science careers in Germany. A delegation 
from KIT attended the conference. During a net-
working event organized by the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, Professor Jan S. Hesthaven, President of KIT, introduced KIT to young researchers 
from top-ranking universities and represented KIT at a reception hosted by the Helmholtz Associ-
ation. The KIT’s goal at the conference was to recruit talent from all over the world for long-term 
commitments at KIT.

The German University Association for the Qualification of Early-Career Researchers in Germany 
(UniWiND) is a network of 87 member institutions that share the common goal of advancing the 
quality of academic education for early stage researchers in Germany. UniWiND is dedicated to 
improving training conditions for doctoral students and young postdocs so as to provide them with 
the best possible chances for later careers at universities or elsewhere. The association’s annual 
meeting took place in October 2025 at KIT; its theme was “doctoral supervision and postdoc career 
support in challenging times.”

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

In the 2025/26 winter semester, the number of applications from foreign students was 66 per-
cent higher than in the 2024/25 winter semester. Multiple factors were involved. 
KIT offers more English-language master’s programs, which 
are very popular. The global political situation is caus-
ing internationally mobile students to reconsider their 
options, and Germany is coming more strongly into 
focus as the third most popular destination country 
for international students. Against this backdrop, KIT 
is adapting its application and admission processes 
to ensure that students and potential students from 
abroad, and temporary and exchange students, get all 
the support they need to deal with questions about 
applications, admissions, and registration. A wide 
range of orientation and support services makes it 
easy to arrive and get settled at KIT. 
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The FA(ST)2Africa project, in which KIT expands its 
long-term research partnerships with Africa, saw a 
significant increase in activity in 2025. The project’s 
objective is to systematically advance KIT’s coop-
eration with African universities and research in-
stitutes and to establish it as a long-term institu-
tional commitment. Equal emphasis is placed on 

research, education, and scientific dialogue. Two highlights for the project in 2025 were workshops 
held in Africa: an initial networking meeting in October in Stellenbosch, South Africa, and a further 
meeting in December in Nairobi, Kenya. Key topics were water, energy, and climate, which are sci-
entifically and socially of great relevance there. Many African partners expressed a clear desire for 
research with a greater local impact and for long-term, equitable cooperation arrangements. Imple-
mentation of the FA(ST)2Africa Mobility Scholarships continued to move forward in 2025; they will 
enable stays at KIT for scientists and staff from African partner institutions. 

The focus was on international diversity during the  
International Days at KIT from May 5 to May 16, 2025. 
For two weeks, the event provided a platform for getting 
familiar with KIT’s international activities and learning 
about opportunities to study, work, or conduct research 
abroad. In a wide range of formats including panel dis-
cussions, workshops, contests, information stands, and 
coffee breaks, participants gained exciting insights into 
mobility programs, strategic partnerships, and active 
networks. The International Days showed how strong 
KIT’s international networks are and how diverse the 
opportunities are for students, researchers, and employ-
ees to think outside the box.

On the occasion of a circular economy seminar organized by KIT and the French university associa-
tion Arts et Métiers, the German-French GENIUS (Next Generation Industry for Sustainability) chair 
was inaugurated in August 2025. GENIUS aims to make European industry more sustainable and 
resilient. 

DIGITALIZATION

The meteoric rise of generative AI tools raises new ques-
tions for higher education. To provide a framework, KIT’s Ex-
ecutive Board adopted guidelines for the use of generative 
AI. The guidelines address all aspects of work (research, teach-
ing, transfer, administration, and infrastructure) at a university 
or large-scale research institution and encourage the use of gen-
erative AI tools while also obliging users to critically evaluate AI 
results, respect relevant data protection and copyright regulations, and comply with the rules of 
proper scientific conduct. To put the use of generative AI on a solid footing, the AI Toolbox was 
developed as part of the GenKI@KIT strategic fund project and rolled out for all KIT staff at the end 
of 2025. It combines exploratory approaches and the development of specific use cases in all tasks. 
It is intended to ensure the sustainable use of AI at KIT and actively shape the future development of 
the technology. In a participative process, KIT is working in parallel on an AI strategy. 

KIT’s new digitalization governance (D-Governance), adopted by the Executive Board in July 2025, 
emphasizes the key role played by digitalization in KIT’s core tasks of research, teaching, and trans-
fer, and in KIT’s ultimate success. D-Governance focuses on a few functional elements and two 
committees: the Digitalization Steering Committee and the Digitalization Forum. It supports imple-
mentation projects and encourages broad participation. 

The goal of the Digitalization and Sustainability Interface Project is, with input from all KIT staff 
involved in research, teaching, knowledge transfer, and internal operations, to identify and prioritize 
issues and potential improvements at the interface between digitalization and sustainability (twin 
transformation) that are relevant for KIT’s future, to integrate the findings in existing processes, and 
to communicate the results within and outside of KIT. In a survey launched in December 2024, em-
ployees throughout KIT submitted more than 75 ideas. The ideas were assigned in 2025 to two work 

packages, one for everyday work and study (core 
tasks) and one for KIT’s infrastructure. For each 
work package, two workshops were held to 
discuss, refine, and prioritize the ideas. Building 

on the workshop results, the project team then 
drew up concept papers for selected activities and 

pilot projects, and a strategy paper.
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SUSTAINABILITY

In a project involving a wide range of participants, 
KIT advanced its strategic goal of establishing sus-
tainability as a multidisciplinary issue throughout 
the entire institution. The now-completed Basic 
Project Sustainability sets a new course for the 
core tasks of research, education, innovation, and 
transfer, as well as for everyday operations and campus 
life. As part of its Umbrella Strategy and in line with its Science for Impact 
leitmotif, KIT is showing how cutting-edge research, exciting education, and knowledge transfer 
contribute to sustainable development.

Six topics were worked out for improving Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in teach-
ing, from sustainability-oriented courses to concepts for new study programs. Three KIT depart-
ments (Architecture; Civil Engineering, Geo- and Environmental Sciences; and Chemical and Process 
Engineering) and the Center for Teacher Education are already testing specific implementations. In 
addition, since May 2025 KIT has been a model center in the Nalele:LevelUP project, which supports 
ESD, and the EESY Engineering (Enforcing Education for Sustainability in Engineering) project is de-
veloping new core modules for teaching engineering. Plans also call for an improved complementary 
course on sustainability and a sustainability certificate. ESD courses are to be clearly identified in the 
course catalog (see also the Education section starting on page 12).

With help from a number of projects, KIT is on its way to becoming a net-zero institution in 
terms of greenhouse gas emissions. Various measures have been taken to make KIT’s operations 
more sustainable, including more effective land, energy, and load management. Moreover, since 

2025 Campus North has procured green electricity with 
proof of origin; now KIT buys all of its electricity only 
from renewable sources. KIT has also been significant-
ly expanding its own power generation with photo-
voltaics. The technical and economic feasibility of var-
ious options is being evaluated in the strategic fund 
project on the decarbonization of heating at KIT. 
KIT conducted an initial comprehensive greenhouse 
gas audit for 2024, based on Baden-Württemberg’s 
guideline for greenhouse gas audits at its state 
universities. As a representative of Baden-Würt-
temberg’s universities, KIT contributed expertise 
to the guideline’s development.

Sustainability research plays a major role at KIT (see also the Research section starting on page 5). 

The Carl Zeiss Foundation (CZS) is funding a new 
Center for Circular Economy that aims to make the 
entire additive manufacturing process chain efficient 
in its use of resources. In addition to KIT, the Envi-
ronmental Campus Birkenfeld at the Trier University 
of Applied Sciences and the Aalen University of Ap-
plied Sciences are also involved in the new CZS center, 
which is called KRAFt (German abbreviation for “cir-
cular economy and resource efficiency with additive 
manufacturing technologies”). The CZS is funding the 
project with EUR 12 million. 

By providing protection against extreme weather or space 
for recreation, green spaces are important for urban pop-
ulations. In two studies, KIT researchers showed just how 
much a diverse tree population affects microclimate, rain-
water seepage and human well-being. Other KIT research 
in this field addresses healthy urban trees in times of 
climate change and adaptable shading structures made 
of renewable materials for urban spaces.

RANKINGS

In 2025, KIT again achieved excellent results in various rankings and 
was very well positioned in German and international comparisons. 
The most important results are described below.

KIT won the 2025 StudyCheck Award as the most popular university 
in Germany with more than 15,000 students. In second and third 
place were the Technical University of Munich and Friedrich Schiller 
University Jena. KIT took an outstanding fourth place in the overall 
rating of all universities.

KIT posted outstanding results in its core subjects in the 2025 
QS World University Rankings by Subject, ranking 36th in 
natural sciences and 53rd in engineering worldwide. In Ger-
many, KIT placed second and third in these subjects.
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Students rate the academic situation at their schools for the Centre for Higher Education ranking. 
KIT received multiple top ratings in the eleven subject groups rated this year, particularly in mechan-
ical engineering and mechatronics.

KIT improved its position in the prestigious QS World University Ranking in 2025, reaching 98th 
place to put it among the 100 best universities worldwide. Compared with the previous year, KIT 
moved up four positions in the list. KIT also improved its position in the QS Sustainability University 
Ranking again.

In the 2025 CEWS ranking of the state of gender equality at German univer-
sities, KIT again improved significantly. With nine of twelve possible points 

in the fourth of twelve ranking groups, it rose into the upper middle range 
among German universities. In the previous ranking (2023), KIT was in 

the sixth ranking group, and two years before that in the eighth ranking 
group.

In the 2026 Global Employability University Ranking and Survey, 
KIT was among the universities showing the greatest improvement, 
rising 21 positions in the rankling to 70th place and earning a “top 
climber” designation from the survey’s publisher. The ranking iden-

tifies the universities that are considered by employers to produce the 
most employable graduates.

In the 2025 Shanghai Global Ranking of Academic 
Subjects, KIT was once again among the world's best. It 
placed especially well in energy science and engineering, 
metallurgical engineering, and the newly introduced sub-
ject robotics science and engineering, where it ranked 
23rd, 37th, and 45th worldwide. KIT was also among 
the best 100 universities worldwide in atmospheric sci-
ence, mechanical engineering, chemistry, and nanosci-
ence and nanotechnology.

200TH ANNIVERSARY

KIT celebrated its 200th anniversary in 2025. One of KIT’s predecessor institutions, the Polytechnic 
School, was founded on October 7, 1825. In the second half of the 19th century, this small school 
grew to become the Karlsruhe Technical University. After the Karlsruhe Nuclear Research Center 
was founded in 1956, the two institutions soon began to cooperate at all levels. Finally, in 2009 the 
University of Karlsruhe and the Karlsruhe Research Center merged to become the Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology. During its anniversary year, KIT not only celebrated the achievements and successes 
of the past 200 years and the present, but also looked to the future. A book, Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology (KIT) – from 1825 to 2025 – The First 200 Years, was also published to mark the 

anniversary. It tells the story of KIT with historical photos, an-
ecdotes, and surprising insights – from Carl Benz and Heinrich 
Hertz to the energy transition and AI.

Directed by Professor Nikolaus Indlekofer, the KIT Philharmonic Or-
chestra kicked off the anniversary year with a New Year’s con-
cert that earned standing ovations for its powerful performance.

On February 20, 2025, more than 2,000 guests attended a cer-
emony honoring KIT for the impact of its research, teaching, 
and innovation in the region and beyond. Leading represen-
tatives of the governments of Germany and Baden-Württem-
berg, including Cem Özdemir (Federal Minister of Education 
and Research), Winfried Kretschmann (Minister-President of 
Baden-Württemberg), and top German and international 
business and academic figures lauded KIT, with its combina-
tion of university and large-scale research center, as a unique 
institution in Germany. 

Scientific equipment, everyday items, and true rarities were on display in KIT’s anniversary exhibi-
tion at the ZKM | Center for Art and Media in Karlsruhe. The exhibition, entitled 200 Years of KIT – 
100 Objects. Parts of the Whole. Selected Objects from the History of KIT. provided insights 
into KIT’s history as a scientific institution, with personal anecdotes and glimpses behind the scenes.

Some 23,000 people of all ages attended KIT’s Open 
Day on Campus South. In pleasant spring weather, they 
saw excellent science up close in KIT’s buildings, lecture 
halls, and libraries, and outdoors and in show tents. At 
Campus Day, which was integrated into the event, nu-
merous young people learned about the wide variety of 
courses KIT offers as a University of Excellence. Science 
shows, live podcasts, and a varied children’s program 
rounded out the day, which also marked the beginning 
of the Karlsruhe EFFEKTE Science Festival in front of 
the palace.

https://www.kit.edu/kit/202505-exzellente-studienbedingungen-am-kit.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202506-kit-unter-den-100-besten-hochschulen-der-welt.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202507-gleichstellungsmonitoring-positiver-trend-setzt-sich-fort.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202510-international-ranking-employers-value-kit-degrees.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202511-kit-once-again-among-the-international-leaders-in-the-latest-subject-ranking.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202511-kit-once-again-among-the-international-leaders-in-the-latest-subject-ranking.php
https://www.200jahre.kit.edu/english/index.php
https://verlag-regionalkultur.de/detail/019aa0810f4573d09828180d7480f318
https://verlag-regionalkultur.de/detail/019aa0810f4573d09828180d7480f318
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202501-auftakt-ins-jubilaumsjahr.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202501-auftakt-ins-jubilaumsjahr.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_009_celebrating-200-years-of-kit-kit-place-of-the-future-since-1825.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_009_celebrating-200-years-of-kit-kit-place-of-the-future-since-1825.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_031_anniversary-exhibition-a-behind-the-scenes-look-at-the-history-of-kit.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_031_anniversary-exhibition-a-behind-the-scenes-look-at-the-history-of-kit.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_039_open-day-at-kit-a-big-success.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_039_open-day-at-kit-a-big-success.php
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A further highlight in our anniversary year was 
Dîner au KIT on July 4, 2025. All KIT employees 
were invited, as were KIT’s students and alumni. 
People brought their own food and beverages to 
enjoy at long picnic tables. All spent a beautiful 
summer evening in a casual and relaxing atmo-
sphere. It was a perfect place and time to cele-
brate friendships among colleagues in the mid-
dle of our 200th anniversary year. The evening’s high 
point was Karlsruhe’s first light show with drones, “KIT Skylights – A Celebration of Innovation.”

In honor of KIT’s 200th anniversary, the theme of Karlsruhe’s 2025 Schlosslichtspiele Light Festival 
was “The Shining Lights of Science.” KIT’s contribution to the festival, a ten minute film entitled 
“Science for Impact,” reflected the diverse interests and activities of the KIT Centers.

After a long hiatus, Karlsruhe staged a festive ball again, DER BALL. In honor of KIT’s anniversary, 
the event’s theme was “Celebrating KIT.” As a new event format, DER BALL was a celebration of 
interaction, community, and vitality, and it was sold out with some 1,800 guests.

The anniversary year reached a festive conclusion with the first KIT 
Christmas market on December 9, 2025, in the Ehrenhof court-

yard on Campus South. Visitors enjoyed a range of activities 
for the entire family, including creative stands set up by KIT 

students and staff and various stage performances. 

During the anniversary year’s summer semester, the 
Colloquium Fundamentale explored the changes, 

events, and controversies in KIT’s history in a six-part 
lecture series. Experts provided insights into the 
evolution of KIT’s identity, shed light on problems in 

its history, and presented the institution’s current ap-
proaches to resolving conflicts of interest.

EVENTS

The theme of the third KIT Science Week held October 
14–19, 2025, was “City of the Future.” The event com-
bined a high-profile scientific congress with a variety of 
event formats for the general public. Top-notch interna-
tional researchers and people eager to learn met to discuss 
how we want to live in the future. More than half of the 
events were geared to children, adolescents, families, and 
school classes.

Two KIT centers presented their current work in the KIT at City Hall series. The KIT Mobility  
Systems Center highlighted changes in mobility and KIT’s MathSEE (Mathematics in Sciences, En-
gineering, and Economics) center explored the connections between mathematical models, AI, and 
floods.

Three Knowledge Week events were held at TRIANGEL 
Transfer | Culture | Space in 2025. In March the KIT Center 
of Health Technologies presented topics such as 3D-printed 
organs, the effects of PFAS, and current trends in nutrition. 
The NEULAND Knowledge Week in July featured questions 
and answers about technology transfer, innovation, and start-
ups. In November the ANYMOS Cluster of Competence pre-
sented mobility research with hands-on activities and discus-
sions.

KIT and KIT Freundeskreis und Fördergesellschaft e. V. awarded 
the 2025 Heinrich Hertz Guest Professorship to Professor Jür-

gen Mlynek, a physicist and longtime President of the Helmholtz Association of German Research 
Centers, who held a public lecture on the university of tomorrow entitled “Humboldt ‘RELOADED’: 
Universität von morgen.”

In celebration of the 30th anniversary of ITAS (Institute for Technology Assessment and 
Systems Analysis), political economist and sustainability expert Maja Göpel gave 
a lecture entitled “Transformation as a joint effort – Why the multi-crisis 
requires us to work together” in the packed Audimax at KIT on June 
30, 2025. At another event held in the context of the ITAS anniversary, 
young people were invited to artistically express their wishes and ideas 
in a contest entitled “#KA2055: Unsere Stadt, unsere Zukunft!”  
(our city, our future). The winners were honored at an awards cere-
mony during KIT Science Week in October. 

https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_057_light-festival-karlsruhe-200-years-of-kit-research-in-the-limelight.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202511-der-ball-gets-karlsruhe-moving.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202511-kit-wraps-up-anniversary-year-with-first-ever-christmas-market.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202511-kit-wraps-up-anniversary-year-with-first-ever-christmas-market.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_035_colloquium-fundamentale-developments-occurences-and-controversies-in-kit-s-history.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_035_colloquium-fundamentale-developments-occurences-and-controversies-in-kit-s-history.php
%20https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_056_kit-science-week-shaping-the-city-of-the-future.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_002_kit-at-city-hall-perspectives-on-the-transformation-of-mobility.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_002_kit-at-city-hall-perspectives-on-the-transformation-of-mobility.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_051_kit-in-the-city-hall-from-mathematical-models-to-ai-and-flooding.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_020_knowledge-week-discovering-the-health-technologies-of-the-future.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_020_knowledge-week-discovering-the-health-technologies-of-the-future.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_046_kit-invites-to-neuland-knowledge-week.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_076_anymos-knowledge-week-take-part-and-have-your-say-in-mobility-research.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_072_heinrich-hertz-guest-professorship-2025-for-jurgen-mlynek.php
https://www.itas.kit.edu/english/30years.php
http://www.ka2055.de


KIT – 2025 Annual Report | 29KIT – 2025 Annual Report | 28

KIT is a member of CLUSTER (Consortium Linking Universities 
of Science and Technology for Education and Research), a net-
work of European universities working together to improve the 
quality of science, research, and teaching in the engineering 
disciplines. The CLUSTER general assembly took place at KIT 
from April 9 to April 11, 2025.

The 2025 German championships for mechanical engi-
neering CAD for trainees were hosted by KIT from November 
18 to November 20, 2025. The KIT team won in an intensely 
competitive contest, qualifying for the 2026 WorldSkills world 
championship in Shanghai.

STAFF

With 10,131 employees, KIT is one of the largest em-
ployers in the Karlsruhe TechnologyRegion. Its work-
force comprises 5,930 scientific and 4,201 administra-
tive and technical staff. Women make up 40 percent of 
the workforce. KIT employs more than 2,000 foreign citi-
zens, mostly scientific staff, and 424 professors, of whom 
30 were new appointees in 2025.

The positive trend in the percentage of women at 
KIT continued; women’s share of professorships rose from 
14 percent in 2019 to 21 percent in 2025 and the share of 
female doctoral students employed at KIT rose from 27 per-

cent in 2019 to 31 percent. In the 2025 CEWS ranking of universities by gender equality aspects, 
KIT made significant improvements for the second straight time, ascending to the fourth of twelve 
ranking groups (see also the Rankings section starting on page 23).

Money raised in the Female Professors Program was used to initiate relevant equality measures in 
2025, such as the expansion of systematic scouting and the inten-
sification of active searches for women professors.

There are 319 young people receiving vocational train-
ing for over 25 professions at KIT; this includes people 
studying at Baden-Württemberg Cooperative State Univer-
sity, preparing for their future jobs in twelve study programs. 
Their three-year study program combines scientific theory with 
on-the-job practice.

With its students and staff coming from more than 120 countries, KIT stands for open-mindedness, 
dialogue, and tolerance, and it rejects any statements or actions that are discriminatory, racist, 
anti-Semitic, or Islamophobic. As a member of Karlsruhe’s alliance for democracy and human rights 
(Bündnis für Demokratie und Menschenrechte), KIT advocates our liberal democratic rule of law and 
open dialogue along with more than 40 other initiatives, churches, religious communities, political 
parties, associations, clubs, and other institutions from Karlsruhe.

Survey results on the diversity climate at KIT were 
evaluated and published in 2025. Workshops held in 
the KIT divisions and in administration, infrastructure, 
and technology service units (Gender Equity 1 future 
workshops) facilitated further dialogue within the or-
ganizations, leading to the definition of specific mea-
sures which are now being implemented.

KIT leadership feedback has been revised and digi-
talized. The overarching goal is to strengthen the lead-
ership culture at KIT; the focus is on communication, re-
flection, personal development, and fostering respectful 
interaction. More than 200 feedback processes were started in the four weeks following the new 
digital tool’s launch in October 2025, showing a high degree of acceptance and participation. The 
process places significant responsibility in the hands of managers and executives and provides con-
siderable flexibility to accommodate KIT’s diversity. A service agreement on the digital implementa-
tion and evaluation of leadership feedback was concluded with the Staff Council.

A KIT employer brand was developed in a participative process involving employees and man-
agement over the past two years in the Helmholtz-funded project “Excellence Through Diversity – 
Increasing Employer Attractiveness Through Diversity-Sensitive Employer Branding and HR Market-
ing.” The objective is to position KIT as an attractive employer in Germany and internationally and 
to make its diversity-sensitive recruiting more effective. Above all, KIT seeks to attract international 
talent and women. The employer brand, “We create impact,” puts the focus on what truly defines 
KIT: the employees and their daily contribution to the big picture. KIT will start to use the employer 
brand for personnel and marketing processes in 2026.

https://cluster.org/event/general-assembly-2025-kit/
https://worldskillsgermany.com/termine/deutsche-meisterschaft-mechanical-engineering-cad-2/
https://worldskillsgermany.com/termine/deutsche-meisterschaft-mechanical-engineering-cad-2/
https://www.sts.kit.edu/downloads/Diversity%20Monitoring%20Bericht_2024.pdf
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION

Since KIT chose Microsoft 365 as the central standardized 
cloud-based communication and collaboration solution for 
its employees, a service agreement was reached with 
the Staff Council on the rollout and use of Microsoft 
365. Microsoft 365’s applications are important infor-
mation and communication media in the modern work-
place. Microsoft 365 facilitates communication among 
all KIT employees and between the employees and ex-
ternal people and institutions. Introducing Microsoft 365 
promises benefits for employees in terms of functionality, 
productivity, and improved user experience. Digital collaboration 
among KIT staff will also be facilitated with extra functionality, not least in order to address the chal-
lenges posed by the modern workplace, and in particular by mobile work. The service agreement’s 
objectives are to protect KIT employees’ personality rights and to uphold data protection rules.

Process costs will be reduced considerably by the introduction of an electronic marketplace for the 
efficient direct procurement of orders worth up to EUR 10,000. Faster ordering processes that are 
automatically in compliance with procurement law, and a very wide range of goods with more than 
800 suppliers and 32  million items, make the system very attractive for all internal users.

Further digitalization was systematically implemented in 
accounting, for example in employee reimbursement. A 
modern digital system for fixed asset inventory was 
introduced; it is used to digitalize and standardize all rel-
evant processes including approval workflow and pro-
vides significantly improved data quality.

KIT made effective use of the latitude granted by the 
second KIT Further Development Act for further stan-
dardization measures. A new system for tracking 
work hours and staff costs was implemented, sig-
nificantly reducing administrative overhead in both ad-

ministration and research units while considerably increasing data quality and transparency. KIT also 
standardized and modernized its project structures to ensure transparency in projects spanning 
multiple functions and funding sources, and significantly increased the efficiency of budget manage-
ment and controlling with a standardized financial reporting system.

KIT’s planning and construction projects in 2025 focused on the four campus sites in Karlsruhe 
and Eggenstein-Leopoldstein; their aim is to continue infrastructure development in a sustainable 
manner and ensure the future viability of research and teaching on the campus. Planning activities 
provide guidance for long-term and purposeful site development, show the status of currently prior-
itized projects, and serve as the basis for future decisions. In addition to considering the sites’ struc-
tural and functional conditions and potential, the plans also 
take ecological aspects and the achievement of climate protec-
tion goals into account.

Gutting of the first of the four pavilions at Schlossplatz be-
gan in July 2025 on Campus South at KIT. As the new build-
er-owner on Campus South since 2024, KIT is pushing ahead 
with the general renovation of the building complex, which 
was built in 1968 and closed down in 2016 due to PCB con-
tamination. At a cost of EUR 66 million, the result will be an 
architecturally reworked “Learning Center at the Palace” with 
sustainability certification and designed for flexible use starting 

in 2031.

In autumn of 2025, KIT began general renovation of its for-
mer Botanical Institute, putting one of the most architec-

turally significant buildings on its Campus South site to new 
use. The building, constructed in 1899 at the beginning of 

Karlsruhe’s Kaiserstraße, will be refurbished at a cost of 
EUR 8 million to preserve its architectural heritage and 
modernize its technical and energy systems. Starting in 

2027, it will serve as KIT’s central point of contact for 
international students and employees.

A new mass spectrometry laboratory is being 
built on KIT’s Campus North site. The new lab is 
part of the HOVER infrastructure project, a joint 

effort by the Helmholtz Centers KIT, Forschungszen-
trum Jülich, and Dresden-Rossendorf. Several large-scale facilities will be built at KIT as part of the 
project. The project’s goal is to strengthen the scientific foundations for the safe decommissioning of 
nuclear facilities and the disposal of radioactive waste. The new facility also provides infrastructure 
for training and research in nuclear waste management and offers a modern workplace for young 
researchers.

https://www.scc.kit.edu/en/services/m365.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_054_kit-starts-general-renovation-of-pavilions-at-schlossplatz.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_080_kit-renovates-historic-botanical-institute.php
https://www.ine.kit.edu/english/1969.php
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AWARDS AND PRIZES 

Dr. Jingyuan Xu, Institute of Microstructure Technology, re-
ceived the For Women in Science award for her innovative re-
search on environmentally friendly cooling technologies. Along 
with three other female scientists from Germany, she received 
the EUR 25,000 award from L’Oréal, the German Commission for 
UNESCO, and the German Humboldt Network. Since the award 
was established in 1998, its aim has been to increase the visibility 
of outstanding women scientists worldwide.

For his groundbreaking research on high-performance optical networks, 
Professor Christian Koos (Institute of Photonics and Quantum Electron-
ics) has been honored with the 2025 Karl Heinz Beckurts Prize. Koos, 
an electrical engineer, develops novel technologies for faster and more 
energy-efficient transmission of large amounts of data, for example in 
data centers or for training artificial intelligence. His research makes dig-
ital infrastructure more climate-friendly, and many of his inventions are 
already in use.

In January 2025, Professor Stefanie Dehnen (Institute of Nano-
technology) received one of the two Hector Science Awards for 
2024. The Hector Foundation’s jury honored Dehnen’s contribu-
tions to the chemistry of cluster compounds and their applications 
in the materials sciences, noting that her findings have attract-
ed international attention and are the subject of further research 
worldwide.

At the 2025 State Teaching Awards, the Baden-Württemberg 
Ministry of Science, Research, and the Arts awarded a special 
prize for student involvement to the Engineers Without Borders 
university group at KIT. With the prize, the ministry honored the group’s outstanding dedication 
to engineering projects that offer new prospects for people in economically, socially, or politically 
disadvantaged regions.

See page 35 for further awards and prizes won by members of the KIT community.

SUPERVISORY BOARD, EXECUTIVE BOARD, DIVISION HEADS

Professor Alexander Wanner departed from KIT after 22 years. During this time, Wanner shaped 
and developed KIT in various roles and areas of responsibility. He had been Vice President for Higher 
Education and Academic Affairs since 2013. His second six-year term ended on May 31, 2025.

The Research and Higher Education and Academic Affairs portfolios 
were merged to a single portfolio, Academic Affairs, on June 1, 2025, 
reducing the number of Executive Board positions to five. Professor Ol-
iver Kraft, who was previously responsible for the Research portfolio, 
heads the new portfolio. Kraft will be supported by five vice provosts: 
Professor Ina Schaefer (Research), Professor Anke-Susanne Müller (Re-
search Infrastructures), Professor Marc Hiller (Higher Education), Professor 
Michael Mäs (Student Affairs), and Professor Stefan Hinz (Early Career 
Researchers).

The Senate of the Helmholtz Association elected the President of KIT,  
Professor Jan S. Hesthaven, as its Research Field Coordinator Energy. 
In this role, Hesthaven supports, advises and represents Professor Martin Keller, President of the 
Helmholtz Association since November 2025, and is responsible for this research field’s strategic 
development.

Professor Michael Decker, previously head of Division II – Informatics, 
Economics, and Society, is the new General Director of the Deutsch-
es Museum in Munich. Decker, an expert in technology assessment, 
is now responsible for the most visited museum in Germany and its 
approximately 550 employees. KIT has established a search committee 
to find his successor. Until a new head has been appointed, Professor 
Bernhard Beckert will be acting Head of Division.

https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_065_jingyuan-xu-from-kit-wins-for-women-in-science-sponsorship-award.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_084_sustainable-digitalization-award-for-energy-efficient-communication-technologies.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/202501-hector-wissenschaftspreis-fur-chemikerin-stefanie-dehnen.php%20
https://mwk.baden-wuerttemberg.de/de/service/presse/pressemitteilung/pid/lehrpersoenlichkeiten-und-konzepte-mit-dem-landeslehrpreis-2025-ausgezeichnet
https://ewb-karlsruhe.de/ueberuns/?lang=en
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/pi_2025_042_kit-vice-president-alexander-wanner-retires.php
https://www.clickit-magazin.de/von-der-einheit-der-forschung-und-lehre-profitieren-alle.php
https://www.helmholtz.de/en/newsroom/article/cooperation-is-the-catalyst-for-innovation/
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202506-michael-decker-new-general-director-of-the-deutsche-museum.php
https://www.kit.edu/kit/english/202506-michael-decker-new-general-director-of-the-deutsche-museum.php
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AWARDS AND PRIZES
A
Dr. Clara Rosa Adam, Institute of Organic Chemistry, received the Erna 
Scheffler Prize from the Soroptimist International Club of Karlsruhe for 
her outstanding dissertation.

Prof. Dr. Albert Albers, Institute of Product Engineering, was hon-
ored by the Association of German Engineers for his decades of 
achievement in research, teaching and volunteer work.

Marius Albiez and three other scientists at the Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems 
Analysis won the GAIA Best Paper Award 2024.

Along with five other KIT scientists, Professor Dr. Almuth Arneth, Institute of Meteorology and Cli-
mate Research, was listed in 2025 among the Highly Cited Researchers, a compilation of the world’s 
most frequently cited scientists published by the Web of Science Group.  

B
Dr. Peter Wolfgang Bächler, Institute for Mechanical Process Engi-
neering and Mechanics, received the 2025 dissertation prize from the 
Friedrich and Elisabeth Boysen Foundation for his doctoral thesis. 

Wolfgang Bächler also received the dissertation prize from the Peter 
& Luise Hager Foundation in 2025 for his work on improving particle 
emission monitoring and energy optimization of regenerative filters.  

Professor Dr. Tilo Baumbach, Institute for Photon Science and Synchrotron Radiation, was ap-
pointed chairman of the MATTER expert panel of Germany’s Federal Ministry of Research, Technolo-
gy and Space for 2025 to 2027.

Sophia Beck, Institute of Electrical Engineering, received the Erna Scheffler Prize from the Soropti-
mist International Club of Karlsruhe for her outstanding dissertation.

Professor Dr. Silke Behrens, Institute of Catalysis Research and 
Technology, received a CAS President’s International Fellowship for 
Distinguished Scientists from the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

In three KIT divisions, the terms of office for the new 
division heads began on October 1, 2025. Professor 
Marcel Utz is the new Head of Division  III  – Mechani-
cal and Electrical Engineering. Utz, a professor of mi-
crosystem technology, replaces longtime division head 
Professor Joachim Knebel, who retired on September 
30, 2025, and Professor Kai Furmans, who held the 
position temporarily in September. The Division Coun-

cil for Division IV – Natural and Built Environment confirmed Professor Johannes Orphal as head of 
the division in the spring. Professor Marc Weber was also confirmed for a second term as head of 
Division V – Physics and Mathematics. All five KIT divisions will undergo an evaluation in 
2026 and 2027.

On December 31, 2025, the longtime Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board, Professor Michael Kaschke, stepped down from the Super-
visory Board and thus also from his role as its Chairman. 
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Dr. Lisa Biermann, KSETA Fellow at KIT and PSI Villigen (Switzerland), 
shared third place for the Otto Haxel Prize for the dissertation she com-
pleted at KIT.

Denis Blessing, a doctoral student at the Institute for Anthropomatics 
and Robotics, received a 2025 Google PhD Fellowship. 

Along with five other KIT scientists, Dr. Torsten Brezesinski, Institute of Nanotechnology and BEL-
LA joint lab operated by KIT and BASF SE, was listed in 2025 among the Highly Cited Researchers, a 
compilation of the world’s most frequently cited scientists published by the Web of Science Group.  

The German Geological Society awarded the Hermann Credner Prize to Dr. Benjamin Busch, In-
stitute of Applied Geosciences. The prize is given to promote and fund further research work by 
outstanding young scientists. 

C
Professor Dr. Martin Cichon, Institute of Vehicle Systems Technology, was appointed deputy chair-
man of the scientific advisory board at the German Centre for Rail Traffic Research.

D
Professor Dr. Michael Decker, previously head of Division II – Informatics, Economics, and Soci-
ety, became the new General Director of the Deutsches Museum in Munich on June 1, 2025. The 
position includes an appointment to a W3 professorship in science communication and technology 
assessment at the Technical University of Munich.

Professor Dr. Stefanie Dehnen, Institute of Nanotechnology, won the 
2024 Hector Science Award for her outstanding, internationally recog-
nized research on the chemistry of cluster compounds and was appoint-
ed a member of the Hector Fellow Academy.

The general assembly of the German Research Foundation elected Ste-
fanie Dehnen as a new member of its senate effective January 1, 2026.

In addition, Stefanie Dehnen received the IUPAC Award for Distinguished 
Women in Chemistry or Chemical Engineering from the International Union 

of Pure and Applied Chemistry in 2025.

Johannes Dörr, a doctoral student in the Thin Film Technology group, received a master’s thesis 
prize from the Peter and Luise Hager Foundation in 2025 for his research on environmentally friendly 
extraction of lithium from geothermal water. 

E
Effective January 1, 2025, Dr. Julia Ehlermann, director of the Cen-

ter for Advanced Technological and Environmental Training, was 
appointed to the board of trustees of Stiftung Kinder forschen 
(Little Scientists Foundation), an initiative dedicated to early child-

hood education in the STEM fields.

Professor Dr. Ralph Engel, Institute for Astroparticle Physics, was elected to a three-year term as 
Chair of the Commission on Astroparticle Physics (C4) of the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Physics.

F
Professor Dr. Claus Feldmann, Institute for Inorganic Chemistry, won Lower Saxony’s innovation 
prize in the knowledge and technology transfer category for the startup company NanodrugDelivery 
GmbH.  

The Dr. Barbara Mez-Starck Foundation honored Professor Dr. Maximilian 
Fichtner, Helmholtz Institute Ulm, with its international prize for his re-
search on post-lithium batteries.

Maximilian Fichtner also won the International Magnesium Award for 
Distinguished Scientists for his important and innovative contributions 
to research or industrial applications of magnesium and magnesium al-
loys.

The North Rhine-Westphalian Academy of Sciences, Humanities and the Arts inducted Professor 
Dr. Steffen Freitag, Institute for Structural Analysis, as a corresponding member of its engineering 
and economics section. 

The 2025 Manfred Fuchs Prize for young scientists was awarded by the Heidelberg Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities to Tenure-Track Professor Dr. Pascal Friederich, Institute of Theoretical 
Informatics, for his work on the uses of artificial intelligence in the development of new materials.

G
Julian Gethmann, a doctoral student at the Institute for Beam Physics 
and Technology, was elected to the management board of the Young High 
Energy Physicists Association.

Arbeitgeberverband Südwestmetall, an employers’ association, awarded a 
prize for talented young scientists to Dr. Philipp Gönnheimer, wbk Insti-
tute of Production Science. 
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Dr. Robin Größle, Institute for Astroparticle Physics, became a member of the DIN standards com-
mittee on tritium technologies and materials and of EUROfusion’s Science and Technology Advisory 
Committee.

Professor Dr. Armin Grunwald, Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis, and 
Marion A. Weissenberger-Eibl, Institute for Entrepreneurship, Technology Management, and Inno-
vation, were included by Table.Briefings in its “Top of the Table 2025” list of 100 key figures in the 
scientific community (consulting category).

H
The Friedrich and Elisabeth Boysen Foundation awarded its Doctoral Award for Environmental Engi-
neering to Dr. Fabian P. Hagen, Division for Combustion Technology of the Engler-Bunte Institute.

Along with five other KIT scientists, Dr. Amir-Abbas Haghighirad, Insti-
tute for Quantum Materials and Technologies, was listed in 2025 among the 
Highly Cited Researchers, a compilation of the world’s most frequently cited 
scientists published by the Web of Science Group.  

Dr. Joe Hajjar, Institute for Technical Thermodynamics and Refrigeration, 
received an excellence prize from the VAA-Stiftung for his dissertation on 
dynamic modeling of reactive nonuniform liquid systems.

Luca Heim, Institute of Process Engineering in Life Sciences, received the Rudolf Plank Prize for the 
best bioengineering master’s degree. 

In the Helmholtz Association’s Best Scientific Image Contest 2025, Jenny Hein and Dr. Thomas van 
de Kamp, both with the Institute for Photon Science and Synchrotron Radiation, shared first prize in 
the Participants Choice Award category, second place in the Jury Award category, and third place in 
the Public Choice Award category.

The Senate of the Helmholtz Association elected the President of KIT, Professor Dr. Jan S. Hesthaven, 
as its Research Field Coordinator Energy , a position traditionally held by KIT as the Helmholtz Asso-
ciation’s lead institution for energy research.

Professor Dr. Marlis Hochbruck, Institute for Applied and Numerical Mathemat-
ics, was elected chairwoman of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Oberwolfach 

Research Institute for Mathematics.

The International Society for Bayesian Analysis awarded its prestigious Mitch-
ell Prize to Clara Hoffmann and Professor Dr. Nadja Klein, Methods for Big 

Data research group at the Scientific Computing Center, for their research 
on improving algorithms for autonomous driving.

Dr. Gan Huang, Institute of Microstructure Technology, received the 
Viktor & Sigrid Dulger Foundation’s Ecology Prize for developing a 
new polymer-based metamaterial.

Professor Dr. Ulrich Husemann, previously at the Institute of Exper-
imental Particle Physics, has been Research Director for Particle Physics 
at Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY in Hamburg since Novem-
ber 1, 2025.

In addition, Ulrich Husemann was elected to a two-year term on the executive committee of the 
European Physical Society (EPS) as a representative of the individual EPS members.

J
For his doctoral research on data-centric artificial intelligence at the Institute of Information Systems 
and the Karlsruhe Digital Service Research and Innovation Hub, Dr. Johannes Jakubik won the 
dissertation prize awarded by the VDE (German Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information 
Technologies).

Professor Dr. Jürgen Janek, Institute of Nanotechnology and head of 
the Battery and Electrochemistry Laboratory at KIT (jointly operated with 
BASF SE), won the 2025 Heinrich Hertz Prize for his significant contribu-
tions to the understanding and improvement of electrochemical energy 
storage.

In addition, Jürgen Janek and five other KIT scientists were listed 
in 2025 among the Highly Cited Researchers, a compilation of the 
world’s most frequently cited scientists published by the Web of Sci-
ence Group.  

K
In the Helmholtz Association’s Best Scientific Image Contest 2025, Dr. Thomas van de Kamp and 
Jenny Hein, both with the Institute for Photon Science and Synchrotron Radiation, shared first prize 
in the Participants Choice Award category, second place in the Jury Award category, and third place 
in the Public Choice Award category.

For their development of new chemical processes with reduced resource and energy consumption, 
Mertcan Kaya and Professor Dr. Christoph Klahn, Institute for Micro Process Engineering, won the 
2024 Design Award with their partners at Formex, the world’s leading trade fair for additive manu-
facturing and industrial 3D printing.

In the 24th eGovernment contest, Dr. Sina Keller, Institute of Photogrammetry and Remote Sens-
ing, took first place in the sustainability with digitalization and IT category for her joint project with 
the state of Hesse.
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For their development of new chemical processes with reduced resource and energy consumption, 
Professor Dr. Christoph Klahn and Mertcan Kaya, Institute for Micro Process Engineering, won the 
2024 Design Award with their partners at Formex, the world’s leading trade fair for additive manu-
facturing and industrial 3D printing.

The Committee of Presidents of Statistical Societies (COPSS) conferred the COPSS 
2025 Emerging Leader Award on Professor Dr. Nadja Klein, Scientific Com-
puting Center in recognition of her contributions in the field of statistics.

The International Society for Bayesian Analysis awarded its prestigious 
Mitchell Prize to Nadja Klein and Clara Hoffmann, Methods for Big Data 
research group at the Scientific Computing Center, for their research on 
improving algorithms for autonomous driving.

As a participant in the LHC collaborations, Professor Dr. Markus Klute, Institute of Experimental 
Particle Physics, was among the winners of the 2025 Breakthrough Prize.

Jakob Knisley, Institute for Mechanical Process Engineering and Mechanics, received the lecture 
prize from the DECHEMA/VDI specialist group for gas cleaning.

Professor Dr. Christian Koos, Institute of Photonics and Quantum Electronics, received the 2025 
Karl Heinz Beckurts Prize for his work on high-performance optical networks. Koos develops novel 
technologies for faster and more energy-efficient transmission of large amounts of data.

Tenure-Track Junior Professor Dr. Manuel Krannich, Institute for Algebra and Geometry, re-
ceived an ERC Starting Grant from the European Research Council (ERC) for his MaFC (manifolds 
and functor calculus) project.

Michael Krannich also received the Academy Prize from the Göttingen Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities in Lower Saxony in recognition of his outstanding scientific achievements.

Professor Dr. Kora Kristof, Vice President Digitalization and Sustainability, 
was appointed to a three-year membership in a working group of the En-
ergy Systems of the Future initiative of the German academies of sciences.

Kora Kristof also became a member of the Board of Trustees of the Fraun-
hofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research. 

The Venus International Foundation conferred the 2025 Venus Interna-
tional Women Award on Dr. Katherina Kuschel, Institute for Entrepreneurship, Technology 
Management, and Innovation, in the category Outstanding Woman Researcher in Women Entrepre-
neurship.

L
Professor Dr. Daniel J. Lang and three other scientists at the Institute 
for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis won the GAIA Best 
Paper Award 2024.

Dr. Robin Leister, Institute of Fluid Mechanics, was admitted to the Baden-Württemberg Founda-
tion’s 2025 elite postdocs program for his project on preventing heart failure through quantification 
of mitral valve regurgitation flow.

M
Along with pupils from the Bismarck Gymnasium in Karlsruhe and with the KIT Archives, Dr. To-
bias Markowitsch, part-time lecturer in the Department of History, took part in the 29th Federal 
President’s History Competition and earned a first prize with the topic “Otto Lehmann − Scientific 
Trailblazer.”

Dr. Markus Matz, Institute for Chemical Technology and Polymer Chemistry, received the 2025 
Ernst Award from the GDCh Division of Magnetic Resonance for his publication entitled “Enhancing 
sensitivity in the hyphenation of HPLC to benchtop NMR at isocratic and onflow conditions.”

The Helmholtz Association conferred the Helmholtz Doctoral Award on Dr. Marvin Carl May, who 
developed a novel control method for the optimization of industrial production processes.

Florian Mazura received the 2025 Gradmann Award from the Erich and Liselotte Gradmann Foun-
dation for his master’s thesis on AI-based automated treatment plans for dementia at the Institute 
for Information Processing Technology.

The Humboldt Foundation appointed Professor Dr. Anna-Maria 
Meister, Institute for Architectural Design, Art, and Theory, as a 
scout in its Henriette Herz Scouting Programme, which enables re-
search stays at German institutions for excellent young researchers 
from abroad.

Dr. Maryna Meretska, Institute of Nanotechnology, won second 
place in the 2025 INNOspace Masters contest held by the German 
Space Agency at DLR in the category for projects submitted by a 
research consortium.

Professor Dr. Thomas Meurer, Institute for Mechanical Process Engineering and Mechanics, was 
appointed to a three-year term on the scientific advisory board for chemistry and process engineer-
ing at the Bundesanstalt für Materialforschung und -prüfung (a German government institute for 
materials research and testing). 
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David Müller, Institute of Fluid Mechanics, received one of the 2025 DECHEMA Student Awards for 
his outstanding master’s thesis on immobilization and continuous electroenzymatic catalysis using 
non-specific peroxygenases.

N
The German Olympic Sports Confederation awarded its science prize to sports scientist Dr. Carina 
Nigg, Institute of Sports and Sports Science, for her doctoral thesis, written at KIT, on how the phys-
ical activity of children and adolescents is influenced by their living environment.

O
Susanne Ober and three other scientists at the Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems 
Analysis won the GAIA Best Paper Award 2024.

Julia Öfele, Institute for Astroparticle Physics and Karlsruhe Tritium Laboratory, won the bronze 
medal with the German women’s futsal team at the 2023 Deaflympics and was awarded the Sil-
bernes Lorbeerblatt (Germany’s top sports award) by German Federal President Frank-Walter Stein-
meier.

P
Dr. Oliver Parodi and three other scientists at the Institute for Technology 
Assessment and Systems Analysis won the GAIA Best Paper Award 2024.

Along with five other KIT scientists, Professor Dr. Stefano Passerini, 
head of the Electrochemistry for Batteries research group at the Helmholtz 
Institute Ulm and a KIT Distinguished Senior Fellow, was listed in 2025 
among the Highly Cited Researchers, a compilation of the world’s most 
frequently cited scientists published by the Web of Science Group.

R
Professor Dr. Rania Rayyes, Junior Professor at the Institute for Materials 
Handling and Logistics, received the IEEE Outstanding Women in Robotics 
and Automation Award for her paper entitled “AI-based Framework for 
Robust Model-Based Connector Mating in Robotic Wire Harness Installa-
tion.”

Moritz Reuss, Institute for Anthropomatics and Robotics, was one of 
21 graduate students worldwide to receive funding from the Apple 
Scholars in AIML program, which includes fields such as human-cen-
tered AI, computer vision, and privacy-preserving ML.

Germany’s National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina inducted Professor Dr. Peter W. Roesky, Insti-
tute for Inorganic Chemistry, as a new member in honor of his outstanding scientific achievements.

Furthermore, the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humanities of the state of Baden-Württem-
berg elected Peter W. Roesky as a full member of its mathematics and natural sciences section.

Tobias Roth, received the Hans Rumpf Prize for the best bachelor’s thesis in chemical engineering 
and process engineering. 

Lena Paula Rothbauer received the 2025 Applied Photonics Award at Photonic Days in Jena for her 
outstanding academic achievement and the bachelor’s thesis she completed at the Light Technology 
Institute. 

S
Professor Dr. Frank Schilling, Institute of Applied Geosciences, was elected 
president of the Umbrella Organization of Geosciences in Germany.

Dr. Magnus Schlösser, Institute for Astroparticle Physics, became a mem-
ber of the “Fusion energy Innovation and REsearch roadmap” project group 
organized by acatech – National Academy of Science and Engineering.

Dr. Julia Seitz, Institute of Information Systems, was honored as the Best Asso-
ciate Editor at the 2025 International Conference Wirtschaftsinformatik.

A Scientific Computing Center team headed by Professor Dr. Achim Streit received the Best Paper 
Award for “Feed-Forward Optimization With Delayed Feedback for Neural Network Training” at the 
International Conference on Neural Information Processing.

Achim Streit was also elected chairman of the Worldwide LHC Computing Grid Collaboration Board.

V
Professor Dr. Kathrin Valerius, Institute for Astroparticle Physics, was 
elected chair of the Komitee für Astroteilchenphysik (astroparticle physics 
committee), which represents the physicists working on astroparticle phys-
ics research at German universities, Helmholtz Centers, and Max Planck 
institutes.

W
Marius Weiser, Engler-Bunte Institute, received the Emil Kirschbaum 
Prize for the best master’s thesis in chemical engineering.
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Professor Dr. Marion A. Weissenberger-Eibl, Institute for Entre-
preneurship, Technology Management, and Innovation, and Professor 
Dr. Armin Grunwald, Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems 
Analysis, were included by Table.Briefings in its “Top of the Table 2025” 
list of 100 key figures in the scientific community (consulting category).

Dr. Thomas Windmann, head of the Conflict Management and Psy-
chosocial Counseling Staff Unit, was elected to the board of MEDIATION e.V., a German association 
of mediators.

Dr. Johanna Wydra, Karlsruhe Tritium Laboratory, took third place in the 2025 VACOM Sustainabil-
ity Award for her outstanding dissertation. 

X
Dr. Chenran Xu, Institute for Beam Physics and Technology and currently a postdoc at the Advanced 
Photon Source at the Argonne National Laboratory in the United States, received one of the two 
2025 DIG-UM PhD Awards for his dissertation at KIT.

Dr. Jingyuan Xu, Institute of Microstructure Technology, won the For Women in Science award from 
L’Oréal, the German Commission for UNESCO, and the German Humboldt Network for her innova-
tive research on environmentally friendly cooling technologies.

Z
The German Institute for Standardization (DIN) awarded the DIN Excellence Prize to Dr. Karl- 
Friedrich Ziegahn, KIT Distinguished Senior Fellow, in honor of his many years of dedicated work.

In addition, Karl-Friedrich Ziegahn was unanimously elected to a further term as chairman of the 
university council at the University of Augsburg.

Institutions and Groups
The Baden-Württemberg Ministry of Science, Research, and the Arts 
awarded the KIT university group Engineers Without Borders a 
special prize for student involvement at the 2025 State Teaching 
Awards.

In honor of the discovery of electromagnetic waves by Heinrich Hertz, 
the Heinrich Hertz lecture hall was designated a historic site by the 
European Physical Society.

PHABIOC, a startup spun off from KIT, was awarded the Hans Joachim Langmann Prize for innova-
tion by the KIT Freundeskreis und Fördergesellschaft e.V. for developing the SpecPlate, an innovative 
microtiter plate for optical laboratory analyses. 

Prefiro, a startup spun off from KIT, received the NEO2025 Innovation Award from the Karlsruhe 
TechnologyRegion for its AI-assisted harvester. 

KIT’s symphony orchestra again received the highest score and won second prize at the Deutscher 
Orchesterwettbewerb (German orchestra contest).

Fourteen KIT students received research-related scholarships from the Gunther Schroff Foundation.
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Number of Students
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Employees 2025 Total budget 2025

10 131

Employees

5 930
Higher education 
and research

 

4 201
Services and 
Infrastructure 

 

424
Professors 

Budget

EUR 1 216,2 million

EUR 386,0 million
    state funds

EUR 393,1 million
federal funds

EUR 437,1 million
third party funds 

Employees 2025 Total budget 2025

10 131

Employees

5 930
Higher education 
and research

 

4 201
Services and 
Infrastructure 

 

424
Professors 

Budget

EUR 1 216,2 million

EUR 386,0 million
    state funds

EUR 393,1 million
federal funds

EUR 437,1 million
third party funds 

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Income in total 561.2 569.7 608.2 648.8 656.9

Third-party funds 195.6 206.6 231.3 247.9 220.5

State funds 31.8 31.3 32.2 35.9 43.3

Federal funds 333.7 331.7 344.7 365.0 393.1

Federal and state funds for large-scale research responsibilities also include the revenues/outstanding sums from the previous year.

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Income in total 510.1 531.4 539.4 576.4 559.3

Third-party funds 237.0 250.4 255.7 247.7 216.6

State funds 273.1 281.0 283.7 328.7 342.7

Federal funds* 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

* Federal funds for university responsibilities are included in the third-party funds, as they are granted for special projects rather than for basic funding.

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Income in total  1 071.3 1 101.1 1 147.6 1 225.2 1 216.2

Third-party funds 432.6 457.0 487.0 495.6 437.1

State funds 304.9 312.4 315.9 364.6 386.0

Federal funds 333.7 331.7 344.7 365.0 393.1

FUNDING

Federal Funds

State funds

Third-party funds

KIT in total University
responsibilities

Large-scale research
responsibilities

35,9 % 32,3 %

31,7 %
38,7 %

61,3 %

33,6 %
5,5 %

59,8 %

EUR 656.9

million

 EUR 559.3

million

 EUR 1 216.2

million

 

Federal, State and Third-party Funds Acquired

University Responsibilities

Sources of Funding 

KIT in Total

Large-scale Research Responsibilities
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in million euros KIT in Total University  
Responsibilities

Large-scale Research 
 Responsibilities

Expenses in total 1 225.2 576.4 648.8

Investments in total 143.7 41.4 102.3

    of these, major investments 32.9 0.0 32.9

    of these, ongoing investments 110.8 41.4 69.4

Personnel expenses 731.4 388.4 343.0 

Material expenses 350.1 146.6 203.5

Use of Funds 

Sources of Third-party Funding 
KIT in Total

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Third-party funding in total 432.8 457.0 487.0 495.6 437.1

Third-party funding by DFG, incl. CRC 63.9 70.6 62.4 74.8 69.5

Third-party funding by EU 26.4 43.3 38.0 44.9 40.8

Third-party funding by Fed. and State 195.0 205.0 212.0 224.9 202.3

Other income 147.5 138.1 174.6 151.0 124.5

University Responsibilities*

Large-scale Research Responsibilities

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Third-party funding in total 237.0 250.4 255.7 247.7 216.6

Third-party funding by DFG, incl. CRC 47.1 47.5 41.4 49.8 45.3

Third-party funding by EU 8.6 13.2 14.2 10.2 11.9

Third-party funding by Fed. and State 108.2 114.8 112.1 112.2 97.9

Other income 73.1 74.9 88.0 75.5 61.5

*Third-party funds shall be all income and allowances granted for university responsibilities under the University Funding Agreement I in addition to basic funding.

in million euros 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Third-party funding in total 195.8 206.6 231.3 247.9 220.5

Third-party funding by DFG, incl. CRC 16.8 23.1 21.0 25.0 24.2

Third-party funding by EU 17.8 30.1 23.8 34.7 28.9

Third-party funding by Fed. and State 86.8 90.2 99.9 112.7 104.4

Other income 74.4 63.2 86.6 75.5 63.0

PERSONNEL INFORMATION 

Personal (in Köpfen) 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Total number of employees 9 783 9 905 10 034 10 107 10 131

of these, female employees 3 754 3 857 3 961 4 024 4 029

Professors 385 402 414 415 424

of these, female professors 63 72 81 81 93

of these, junior professors 24 31 31 30 32

of these, female junior professors 8 9 8 10 13

of these, international professors 46 50 53 51 58

of these, endowed professors 9 8 8 10 9

Scientific staff (without professors) 5 171 5 302 5 409 5 457 5 506

of these, female scientists 1 478 1 570 1 637 1 678 1 687

of these, staff financed from third-party funds 2 614 2 652 2 604 2 763 2 743

of these, international employees 1 359 1 481 1 633 1 679 1 715

of these, employment contracts of limited duration 4 049 4 141 4 225 4 263 4 316

of these, part-time employees 1 638 1 670 1 757 1 775 1 834

Administrative and technical personnel 4 227 4 201 4 211 4 235 4 201

of these, female staff 2 213 2 215 2 243 2 265 2 249

of these, staff financed from third-party funds 713 759 730 834 784

of these, international employees 246 255 267 276 281

of these, employment contracts of limited duration 876 870 883 870 821

of these, part-time employees 1 169 1 204 1 229 1 289 1 295

of these, trainees and students of Baden-Württem- 367 368 358 337 319

of these, female trainees and students 136 135 139 135 140

Trainees’ share in the total number of employees [%] 4 4 4 3 3
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Name, division Professorship Previous employer 

Prof. Dr. Christopher Barner-
Kowollik, 
Division I

Funktionelle Grenzflächen Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT)

Prof. Dr. Anass Benayad, 
Division III

Grenzflächenprozesse CEA-Liten, Grenoble

Prof. Stéphanie Bru, 
Division IV

Gebäudelehre Universität der Künste 
Berlin

Prof. Dr. Astrid Dröse, 
Division II

Neuere deutsche und allgemeine Literaturwissenschaft Eberhard Karls Universität 
Tübingen

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Erdweg, 
Division II

Programmiersprachen und Programmanalyse Johannes Gutenberg-
Universität Mainz

Prof. Dr. Michael Fischlschweiger, 
Division III

Technische Thermodynamik Technische Universität 
Clausthal

Prof. Dr. Pascal Friederich, 
Division V

KI-Methoden in den Materialwissenschaften KIT

Prof. Dr. Kaline Pagnan Furlan, 
Division III

Keramische Funktionswerkstoffe Technische Universität 
Hamburg (TUHH)

Prof. Dr. Luca Ghiringhelli, 
Scientific Computing Center

Computational and Data Science in Materials Research Friedrich-Alexander-Univer-
sität Erlangen-Nürnberg 

Prof. Dr. Elena Hassinger, 
Division V

Quantenmaterialien TU Dresden

Prof. Dr. Jan Kieseler, 
Division V

Experimentelle Teilchenphysik KIT

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Krumscheid, 
Scientific Computing Center

Uncertainty Quantification KIT

Prof. Dr. Lamia Messari-Becker, 
Division IV

Energieeffiziente Gebäudetechnik Hess. Ministerium für Wirt-
schaft, Energie, Verkehr, 
Wohnen und ländlichen 
Raum 
(bei Beurlaubung an der 
Universität Siegen)

Prof. Dr. Henning Meyerhenke, 
Division II

Exascale Algorithm Engineering Humboldt-Universität zu 
Berlin

Prof. Dr. Daria Mikhailova, 
Division III

Materialien für die nachhaltige Speicherung elektro-
chemischer Energie

Leibniz-Institut für Fest-
körper- und Werkstofffor-
schung Dresden

Prof. Dennis Mueller, 
Division IV

Baukonstruktion und Entwerfen HSD / PBSA Düsseldorf

Appointments* to W-3 University Professor at KIT

Habilitations

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Total 13 12 17 7 1

Men 11 9 11 7 0

Women 2 3 6 0 1



Name, division Professorship Previous employer 

Prof. Dr. Tina Müller, 
Division V

Angewandte Physik Toshiba Research Europe, 
Cambridge

Prof. Dr. Jella Pfeiffer, 
Division II

Wirtschaftsinformatik III Universität Stuttgart

Prof. Maurus Schifferli, 
Division IV

Landschaftsarchitektur und Entwerfen Maurus Schifferli Land-
schaftsarchitekt AG

Prof. Dr. Julian Thimme, 
Division II

Finance KIT

Prof. Dr. Tonya Vitova, 
Division IV

Advanced X-Ray Spectroscopy in f-element chemistry KIT

Prof. Dr. Venera Weinhardt, 
Division III

Mikrotechnologische Anwendungen für die  
Medizintechnik

Universität Heidelberg

Prof. Dr. Christian Wressnegger, 
Division II

KI-Methoden in der IT-Sicherheit KIT

* Appointment or entry into service

Appointment* to W-1 University Professor at KIT

Name, division Professorship Previous employer 

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Anke Biekötter, 
Division V

Theoretische Teilchenphysik Johannes Gutenberg-
Universität Mainz

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Tobias  
Huber-Loyola, 
Division III

Quantum Information Processing - Technology and 
Concepts

Julius-Maximilians- 
Universität Würzburg

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Martina 
Klose-Albinger, 
Division IV

Aerosole im Erdsystem KIT

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Maryna  
Leonidivna Meretska, 
Division V

Nanophotonik KIT

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Miha Modic, 
Division I

Genomics and Developmental Biology King’s College London

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Johanna 
Schröder, 
Division III

Elektrochemische Systeme in der Energieversorgung Stanford University

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Benjamin 
Unger, 
Division V

Datengetriebene Methoden für partielle Differential-
gleichungen

Universität Stuttgart

* Appointment or entry into service

 Appointments* to W-3 University Professor at KIT
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Appointments* to Apl. Professor and Honorary Professor

Name Type KIT department Division

Prof. Dr. Gerd Gutekunst Honorarprofessor WIWI Division II

Prof. Dr. Frank Hase apl. Professor BGU Division IV

Prof. Dr. Andreas Haupt apl. Professor GEISTSOZ Division II

Prof. Dr. Martin Husemann Honorarprofessor CHEMBIO Division I

Prof. Dr. Martin Kagerbauer apl. Professor BGU Division IV

Prof. Dr. Volker Waßmuth Honorarprofessor BGU Division IV

* Appointment or entry into service

Emeriti/Retirements

Name Institute Division

Prof. Dr. Guido Drexlin ETP         Gem. Einrichtung Division V

Prof. Dr. Gerd Gidion ISD        Berufspäd. m. Schwer. Technikdidaktik Division II

Prof. h.c. Dr. Joachim Knebel BL3         Maschinenbau und Elektrotechnik Division III

Prof. Dr. Tilman Lamparter JKIP         Allgemeine Botanik Division II

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Maas ITT         Technische Thermodynamik Division III

Prof. Dr. Meinrad Morger EKUT   Gebäudelehre Division IV

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Nienhaus APH Gemeinsame Institutseinrichtung Division V

Prof. Dr. Hartmut Prautzsch  IVD Algorithmen der Rechnergraphik Division II

Prof. Dr. Rosemarie Wagner  IEB Tragkonstruktionen Division IV

Prof. Dr. Alexander Wanner  P3 Lehre u. Akademische Angelegenh. Präsidium

Prof. Dr. Ludwig Wappner  IEB Baukonstruktion und Entwerfen Division IV

Prof. Dr. Christof Wöll  IFG Institut für Funktionelle Grenzflächen Division I

STUDENTS

0
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Students in Total

WS 2021/22 WS 2022/23 WS 2023/24 WS 2024/25 WS 2025/26

22 225 22 373 22 816 22 761

Various students
/not specified 

Foreign students 

Female students

6 555 6 574 6 770 6 797

4  566 4 534 4 805
5 247

Total number
of students

125661

23 083

6 923

5 878

225

Desired degree  WS 2021/22  WS 2022/23  WS 2023/24 WS 2024/25 WS 2025/26

Bachelor 12 454 12 329 12 434 12 147 12 173

Master 8 089 7 928 8 042 8 132 8 523

Teacher (secondary and  
vocational schools)

960 959 973 899 846

Doctorate 325 720 950 1 126 1 145

Studienkolleg 114 168 173 188 148

No degree* 279 269 244 269 248

Total 22 225 22 373 22 816 22 761 23 083

*No degree: In particular exchange students, who do not aim at a degree at KIT. 

Students and Desired Degrees
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Subject group WS 2021/22 WS 2022/23 WS 2023/24 WS 2024/25 WS 2025/26 **

Engineering Sciences 3 400 3 337 3 546 3 938 4 596

Mathematics, Natural Sciences 445 476 504 554 600

Economics 486 446 478 455 429

Humanities 57 64 73 70 64

Social Sciences, Sports 34

Others 178 211 204 230 155

Total 4 566 4 534 4 805 5 247 5 878

*Foreign students: Not of German nationality
**Starting in the 25/26 winter semester, the subject classification system has changed, resulting in a revised categorization (categories up through the 24/25 winter 
semester: Engineering | Mathematics and Natural Sciences | Law, Economics, and Social Sciences | Humanities | Other)

Allocation of Foreign Students to Subject GroupsAllocation of Students to Subject Groups

Engineering Sciences
Engineering Sciences

      

Others

Others

WS 2025/26 WS 2025/26

  Humanities

Economics 

Social Sciences, Sports

62 % 78 %

3 %

10 %

13 %

  7 %

Humanities

Economics

Mathematics,
Natural Sciences

Mathematics,
Natural Sciences

3 %  18% 1 %
4 %

1 %
Social Sciences, Sports

1 %

Allocation of Foreign Students* to Subject Groups

Subject group   WS 2021/22  WS 2022/23  WS 2023/24 WS 2024/25 WS 2025/26 *

Engineering Sciences 13 170 13 170 13 448 13 668 14 238

Mathematics, Natural Sciences 3 841 4 098 4 236 4 240 4 167

Economics 3 571 3 467 3 429 3 163 2 936

Humanities 818 866 953 896 834

Social Sciences, Sports 638

Others 825 772 750 794 270

Total 22 225 22 373 22 816 22 761 23 083

*Starting in the 25/26 winter semester, the subject classification system has changed, resulting in a revised categorization (categories up through the 24/25 winter 
semester: Engineering | Mathematics and Natural Sciences | Law, Economics, and Social Sciences | Humanities | Other)

Allocation of Students to Subject Groups

Abschlussziel 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Bachelor 3 454 3 071 3 430 3 695 3 598

Master 2 596 2 403 2 550 2 652 2 894

Bachelor’s degree in teaching at 
secondary schools

173 178 160 182 138

Bachelor’s degree in teaching at 
vocational schools 

12 8 9 6 4

Master’s degree in teaching at 
secondary schools

83 81 89 88 90

Master’s degree in teaching at 
vocational schools

22 17 21 10 12

Studienkolleg 144 127 190 217 228

Total 6 484 5 885 6 449 6 850 6 964

*Without doctoral students and exchange students, who do not pursue a degree at KIT.

Student Beginners and Degrees Targeted in the 1st Semester*
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741

700
166
158
152

148
135

127
106
99
99
95
95

76
69
66
65
58
55

Home Countries of Foreign Students (Top 20 of 127)
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 Region Students

Karlsruhe city and district 3 224

Karlsruhe Regional Council District 3 293

Rest of Baden-Württemberg 5 274

Baden-Württemberg in total 11 791

Rhineland-Palatinate 1 639

Bavaria 1 010

North Rhine-Westphalia 943

Hesse 871

Lower Saxony 436

Other federal states 1 089

Germany without Baden-Württemberg 5 988

Asia 3 119

Europe 1 574

Africa 179

America 418

Australia and Oceania 14

Abroad 5 304

KIT in total 23 083

Total number
of students

 

Female
Students

Number of Student Beginners in the 1st Semester
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

* excluding doctoral students and exchange students who are not pursuing a degree at KIT 

5 885

1 769

7 034
6 484

1 978

6 449

1 926

6 850

2 065

6 964
6 484

2 010

Origin of Students in the 2025/26 Winter Semester*

Other
federal States

 

5 988

Abroad
5 304

26 %

23 %

Baden-Württemberg
11 791

51 %

*Place of acquisition of university entrance quali
cation.

Students
in total: 23 083

Subject group Male Female Non-binary Gesamt

Engineering Sciences 1 724 574 1 2 299

Mathematics, Natural Sciences 540 338 1 879

Economics 98 51 0 149

Humanities 42 50 0 92

Social Sciences, Sports 39 50 0 89

Arts, Art Science 2 14 0 16

Others 4 4 0 8

Not specified 9 3 0 12

Total 2 458 1 084 2 3 544

Engineering Sciences

Social Sciences, Sports

2025

  Humanities

Economics

65 %
4 %

Mathematics,
Natural Sciences

3 %

25 %

3%

Doctoral Candidates in the Different Subject Groups 

Bachelor

Master

Bachelor
(teaching)

Master 
(teaching)
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Double degree

Architektur Deutsch-Französischer Doppelmaster (École 
Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de 
Strasbourg, Frankreich)

Bauingenieurwesen

Bioingenieurwesen

Chemieingenieurwesen und  
Verfahrenstechnik

Computational and Data Science

Computer Science

Elektrotechnik und Informations
technik /
Electrical Engineering and Information 
Technology

Deutsch-Französische Doppelabschlüsse 
B.Sc. und M.Sc. (Université Grenoble Alpes, 
Frankreich)
Deutsch-Ungarischer Doppelbachelor (Buda-
pest University of Technology and Ecomonics, 
Ungarn)

Energy Engineering and Management  

Financial Engineering  

Funktionaler und Konstruktiver  
Ingenieurbau – Engineering Structures

Geodäsie und Geoinformatik Deutsch-Französische Doppelabschlüsse B.Sc. 
und M.Sc. (Institut National des Sciences 
Appliquées Strasbourg, Frankreich)

Informatik Doppelmaster Informatik (Université  
Grenoble Alpes, Frankreich)

Information Systems Engineering and 

Management

Management of Product Development

Maschinenbau Deutsch-Französisches Bachelor-Master-
übergreifendes Programm (Arts et Métiers 
ParisTech, Frankreich) 
Deutsch-Französisches Bachelor-Master-
übergreifendes Programm (Institut National 
des Sciences Appliquées Lyon, Frankreich)
Dual-Master-Programm (Korea Advanced 
Institute of Science and Technology, Korea) 
Doppelmaster Fahrzeug- oder Produktions-
technik (CDHK, Tongji Universität, China) 
Dual-Master-Programm (Instituto Tecnológico 
de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Agentinien)



Study Programs in the Area of Engineering Sciences 
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Double degree

Materialwissenschaft und Werkstoff-
technik

Mechanical Engineering (International)

Mechatronik und Informationstechnik Deutsch-Bulgarischer Doppelabschluss B.Sc.
(Technische Universität Sofia)
Doppelbachelor (Budapest University of  
Technology and Economics, Ungarn)

Medizintechnik /

Biomedical Engineering

Mobilität und Infrastruktur

Mobility Systems Engineering and 
Management

Naturwissenschaft und Technik

Optics and Photonics Doppelmaster Programm EUROPHOTONICS 
(Aix Marseille Université, Frankreich; École 
Centrale de Marseille, Frankreich; Barcelona 
Universities, Spanien; Tampere University 
of Technology, Finnland; Vilnius University, 
Litauen)

Production and Operations  
Management

 

Regionalwissenschaft/Raumplanung Deutsch-Chilenisches Double-Degree- 
Masterprogramm (Universidad de  
Concepción, Chile)
Deutsch-Argentinisches Double-Degree-
Masterprogramm (Universidad Tecnológica 
Nacional, Argentinien)

Remote Sensing and Geoinformatics

Technologie und Management im 

Baubetrieb

Water Science and Engineering

Wirtschaftsinformatik

 Study Programs in the Area of Engineering Sciences	
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Study Programs in the Area of Arts, Art Science

Study Programs in the Area of Mathematics, Natural Sciences
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Double degree

Kunstgeschichte
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Double degree

Angewandte Geowissenschaften

Angewandte Umweltinformatik und 
Erdbeobachtung

Biologie

Chemie

Chemische Biologie

Geographie

Geoökologie

Geophysik / Geophysics

Lebensmittelchemie

Mathematik

Meteorologie und Klimaphysik/ 
Meteorology and Climate Physics

Physik / Physics Deutsch-Französischer Doppelmaster  
(Université Grenoble Alpes, Frankreich)

Technomathematik

Wirtschaftsmathematik
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Double degree

Digital Economics 

Wirtschaftsingenieurwesen Deutsch-Französischer Doppelmaster M.Sc. 
(Institut National Polytechnique Grenoble, 
Frankreich)
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Doppelabschluss

Europäische Kultur und Ideen- 
geschichte (EUKLID)

Germanistik / Deutsch

Liberal Arts and Sciences

Philosophie / Ethik

Wissenschaft – Medien – 
Kommunikation
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Double degree

Ingenieurpädagogik 

Ingenieurpädagogik für Ingenieurinnen 

und Ingenieure

Pädagogik

Sport

Sportwissenschaften

Studiengänge Fächergruppe Economics

Studiengänge Fächergruppe Sozial- und Verhaltenswissenschaften, Sport

Study Programs in the Area of the Humanities
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RESEARCH

Number Title Spokesperson Duration

SFB 1173 Wellenphänomene: Analysis und  
Numerik

Prof. Dr. Marlis Hochbruck, 
Institut für Angewandte und  
Numerische Mathematik,  
Division V

2015 – 2027

SFB-TRR 257 Phänomenologische Elementarteilchen-
physik nach der Higgs-Entdeckung

Prof. Dr. Gudrun Heinrich, 
Institut für Theoretische Physik,  
Division V 

2019 – 2026

SFB 1441 Verfolgung der aktiven Zentren in hete-
rogenen Katalysatoren für die Emissi-
onskontrolle / Tracking the Active Site 
in Heterogeneous Catalysis for Emission 
Control (TrackAct)

Prof. Dr. Jan-Dierk Grunwaldt,
Institut für Technische Chemie und  
Polymerchemie,  
Division I

2021 – 2028

SFB 1527 High Performance Compact Magnetic 
Resonance – HyPERiON

Prof. Dr. Jan Gerrit Korvink,
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik,  
Division III

2022 – 2026

SFB 1573 4f for Future Prof. Dr. Peter Roesky,
Institut für Anorganische Chemie,  
Division I

2023 – 2026

SFB 1608 Konsistenz in der sichtenbasierten Ent-
wicklung Cyber-Physikalischer Systeme / 
Consistency in the View-Based Develop-
ment of Cyber-Physical Systems

Prof. Dr. Ralf Reussner,
KASTEL – Institut für Informationssicher-
heit und Verlässlichkeit,  
Division II

2023 – 2027

SFB 1574 Kreislauffabrik für das ewige Produkt Prof. Dr. Gisela Lanza,  
Institut für Produktionstechnik,  
Division III

2024 – 2027

The typical budget approved for a Collaborative Research Center/Transregio Project is about EUR 1 to 3 million per year of duration. The duration indicates the funding 
period approved to date and refers to the complete project. Partial projects at KIT may deviate.

Collaborative Research Centers with KIT Representing the CRC

Coordinated Research Programs
Clusters of Excellence as Part of the Excellence Strategy Launched by the Federal and the State Governments

Name Sprecher/in, Institut, Division Title des Vorhabens Duration Partner

Prof. Dr. Maximilian Fichtner,  
Helmholtz-Institut Ulm für Elektro
chemische Energiespeicherung, 
Division I  
Prof. Dr. Helmut Ehrenberg,  
Institut für Angewandte Materialien,  
Division III

EXC 2154: POLiS − Post Lithium  
Storage Cluster of Excellence −  
Energiespeicherung jenseits von 
Lithium 

2019 − 2032 Universität Ulm

Prof. Dr. Martin Wegener,  
Institut für Angewandte Physik,  
Division V 

EXC 2082: 3D Designer Materialien/ 
3D Matter Made To Order

2019 − 2032 Ruprecht-Karls- 
Universität Heidel-
berg

DFG-funded Research Units of KIT with KIT Being the Coordinating University

Collaborative Research Centers with Institutional Participation of KIT

Number Title Spokesperson Duration

FOR 5230 Finanzmärkte und Friktionen – ein inter-
mediärsbasierter Ansatz im Asset Pricing

Prof. Dr. Marliese Uhrig-Homburg,
Institut für Finanzwirtschaft, Banken und 
Versicherungen,  
Division II

2021 − 2029

FOR 5339 KI-basierte Methodik für die schnelle  
Ertüchtigung unreifer Produktions
prozesse

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Beyerer,
Institut für Anthropomatik und Robotik, 
Division II

2022 − 2026

FOR 2824 Amorphe molekulare Materialien mit 
extrem nichtlinearen optischen Eigen-
schaften

Prof. Dr. Stefanie Dehnen,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie, 
Division  V

2023 − 2025

FOR 5715 Entwicklung gemeinsamer Konzepte 
in der Thermo- und Elektrokatalyse 
zur Wasserstoffperoxid-Direktsynthese 
/ Bridging Concepts in Thermo- and 
Electro-Hydrogen Peroxide Catalysis 
(HyPerCat)

Prof. Dr. Silke Behrens,  
Institut für Katalyseforschung und  
-technologie,
Division I

2024 − 2028

The typical budget approved for a DFG-funded research unit is about EUR 0.4 to 1.5 million per year of duration. The duration indicates the funding period approved to 
date and refers to the complete project. Partial projects at KIT may deviate.

Number Title Spokesperson / KIT participation Duration

SFB-TRR 150 Turbulent chemisch reagierende Mehr-
phasenströmungen in Wandnähe

Prof. Dr. Andreas Dreizler,  
TU Darmstadt (Sprecher),  
Prof. Dr. Olaf Deutschmann,  
Institut für Technische Chemie und
Polymerchemie, KIT,  
Division I 

2015 − 2026

SFB-TRR 288 Elastic Tuning and Response of Electro-
nic Quantum Phases of Matter (ELASTO-
Q-MAT)

Prof. Dr. Roser Valentí,  
Unversität Frankfurt (Sprecherin) 
Prof. Dr. Jairo Sinovar, JGU Mainz 
Prof. Dr. Jörg Schmalian,  
Institut für Theorie der Kondensierten 
Materie, KIT, Division V

2020 − 2028

The typical budget approved for a Collaborative Research Center/Transregio Porject is about EUR 1 to 3 million per year of duration. The duration indicates the funding 
period approved to date and refers to the complete project. Partial projects at KIT may deviate.
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DFG-funded Research Units with Institutional Participation of KIT

Number Title Spokesperson / KIT participation Duration

FOR 2730 Umweltveränderungen in Biodiversitäts-
Hotspot-Ökosystemen Süd-Ecuadors: 
Systemantwort und Rückkopplungs
effekte (RESPECT)

Prof. Dr. Nina Farwig,
Philipps-Universität Marburg (Sprecherin)
Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wilcke,  
Institut für Geographie und Geoökologie, KIT,
Division IV

2018 – 2025

FOR 2820 Revisiting The Volcanic Impact on 
Atmosphere and Climate – Preparations 
for the Next Big Volcanic Eruption

Prof. Dr. Christian von Savigny,
Universität Greifswald (Sprecher)
Prof. Dr. Corinna Hoose, 
Dr. Gholamali Hoshyaripour, 
Dr. Bernhard Vogel, 
Institut für Meteorologie und Klima- 
forschung Troposphärenforschung, KIT,
Division IV

2019 – 2025

FOR 3010 Multifunktionale, grobkörnige,  
refraktäre Verbundwerkstoffe und 
Werkstoffverbunde für großvolumige 
Schlüssel-Bauteile in Hochtemperatur-
prozessen

Prof. Dr. Christos Aneziris,
TU Bergakademie Freiberg (Sprecher)
Prof. Dr. Martin Heilmaier,
Prof. Dr. Michael Hoffmann,
Dr. Peter Franke,
Prof. Dr. Hans Jürgen Seifert,
Dr. Susanne Wagner,
Institut für Angewandte Materialien, KIT,
Division III

2020 – 2026

FOR 5199 Suche nach Verletzung der Lepton- 
Familienzahl mit dem Mu3e-Experiment 

Prof. Dr. André Schöning,  
Universität Heidelberg (Sprecher)   
Prof. Dr. Ivan Peric,  
Institut für Prozessdatenverarbeitung und 
Elektrotechnik, KIT,  
Division V

2021 − 2029

FOR 5455 Deformationsanalyse mit Messungen 
terrestrischer Laserscanner

Prof. Dr. Heiner Kuhlmann,
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität 
Bonn (Sprecher)
Prof. Dr. Corinna Harmening, 
Geodätisches Institut, KIT,
Division IV

2023 – 2027

FOR 5507 ExRef: Explosionsgefahren von Kältemit-
teln mit geringem Treibhauspotenzial

Dr. Detlev Markus,
Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt 
(Sprecher)
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Maas,
Institut für Technische Thermodynamik, KIT, 
Division III

2023 – 2027

FOR 5595 Öl-Kältemittel-Mehrphasenströmungen 
in Spalten mit bewegten Berandun-
gen – Neuartige mikroskopische und 
makroskopische Ansätze für Experiment, 
Modellierung und Simulation

Prof. Dr. Markus Richter,
Technische Universität Chemnitz (Sprecher)
Dr. Jochen Kriegseis,
Institut für Strömungsmechanik, KIT,
Division III

2023 – 2027



Number Title Spokesperson / KIT participation Duration

FOR 5639 Land-Atmosphäre Feedback Initiative 
(LAFI) 

Prof. Dr. Volker Wulfmeyer,  
Universität Hohenheim (Sprecher)   
Prof. Dr. Harald Kunstmann,  
Institut für Meteorologie und Klimafor-
schung Atmosphärische Umwelt- 
forschung, KIT,
Division IV

2024 − 2026

FOR 5682 Mechanismen der Adaptation an die 
Wirts-Nische in Pflanzen-besiedelnden 
Pilzen

Prof. Dr. Gunther Döhlemann,  
Universität zu Köln (Sprecher) 
Prof. Dr. Natalia Requena Sanchez,  
Joseph Gottlieb Kölreuter Institut für  
Pflanzenwissenschaften, KIT,
Division I

2024 − 2028

FOR 5363 KI-FOR Integration von Deep Learning 
und Statistik zum Verständnis struktu-
rierter biomedizinischer Daten

Prof. Dr. Sonja Greven,   
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin  
(Sprecherin) 
Prof. Dr. Nadja Klein,  
Scientific Computing Center, KIT,  
Zentrale wissenschaftliche Einrichtung

2025 − 2028

FOR 5730 Maßgeschneiderte Deep Eutectic Sol-
vents für die Biokatalyse – ein ganzheit-
licher Ansatz von molekularen Wech-
selwirkungen zu Prozessparametern 
– (DESMOL2PRO)

Prof. Dr. Selin Kara,  
Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Universität  
Hannover (Sprecherin) 
Prof. Dr. Dirk Holmann,  
Institut für Bio- und Lebensmitteltechnik, 
KIT,  
Division I

2025 − 2028

FOR 5702 MiRoVA − Migration der Straßenfahr-
zeugautomatisierung

Prof. Dr. Frank O. Flemisch,  
Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische  
Hochschule Aachen (Sprecher) 
Prof. Dr. Peter Vortisch,  
Institut für Verkehrswesen, KIT,  
Division IV

2025 − 2028

FOR 5583 Asset Allocation und Asset Pricing in 
regulierten Märkten und Institutionen

Prof. Dr. An Chen,  
Universität Ulm (Sprecherin) 
Prof. Dr. Nicole Bäuerle,  
Institut für Stochastik, KIT,  
Division V

2025 − 2029

The typical budget approved for a DFG-funded research unit amounts to about EUR 0.4 to 1.5 million per year of duration.   
The duration indicates the funding period approved to date and refers to the complete project. Partial projects of KIT may deviate.

 DFG-funded Research Units with Institutional Participation of KIT
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ERC Grants

Name, institute, division Title of project Duration

Dr. Frank Biedermann,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie,  
Division V

ERC Consolidator Grant
SupraSense: Development of Suprasensors and Assays 
for Molecular Diagnostics

07/2023 – 06/2028

Prof. Dr. Dominic Bresser,  
Helmholtz-Institut Ulm für Elektro-
chemische Energiespeicherung,  
Division I

ERC Starting Grant
RACER: Highly Redox-active Atomic Centers in  
Electrode Materials for Rechargeable Batteries

09/2022 – 08/2027

Prof. Dr. Johannes Brumm,  
Institut für Volkswirtschaftslehre,  
Division II

ERC Starting Grant
SOLG for Policy: The Old, the Young, and the Uncertain 
Future: Using High-Dimensional Stochastic Overlapping-
Generations Models to Evaluate Fiscal Policies that Shift 
Risk and Resources Across Generations

10/2022 – 09/2027

Prof. Dr. Stefanie Dehnen,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie,  
Division V

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
BICMat: Bismuth Cluster-Based Materials

10/2022 – 05/2028

Prod. Dr. Sebastian Erdweg,  
Institut für Programmstrukturen 
und Datenorganisation,  
Division II

ERC Consolidator Grant
AutoInc: Asymptotic Speedups for Free through Auto-
matic Incremental Computing

11/2025 – 05/2029

Dr. Xufei Fang,  
Institut für Angewandte  
Materialien,  
Division III

ERC Starting Grant
MERCEDIS: Mechanics-Tailored Functional Ceramics via 
Dislocations

04/2024 – 03/2028

Prof. Dr. Kathrin Gerling,  
Institut für Anthropomatik und 
Robotik,  
Division II

ERC Starting Grant
AccessVR: Developing Experience-Centric Accessible 
Immersive Virtual Reality Technology

01/2024 – 12/2028

Prof. Dr. Steffen Grohmann,  
Institut für Beschleunigerphysik 
und Technologie,  
Division V

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
GRAVITHELIUM: Gravitational wave detectors cooled 
with superfluid helium

10/2024 – 09/2029

Prof. Dr. Elena Hassinger,  
Institut für Quantenmaterialien und 
Technologien, 
Division V

ERC Consolidator Grant
Ixtreme: Exotic quantum states by locally-broken  
inversion symmetry in extreme conditions

10/2025 – 11/2029

Prof. Dr. Inge Hinterwaldner,  
Institut Kunst- und Baugeschichte,  
Division IV

ERC Consolidator Grant
COSE: Coded Secrets: Artistic Interventions Hidden in 
the Digital Fabric

09/2022 – 08/2027

Prof. Dr. Christoph Kirchlechner,  
Institut für Angewandte  
Materialien,  
Division III

ERC Consolidator Grant
TRITIME: Isolation, observation and quantification of 
mechanisms responsible for hydrogen embrittlement by 
TRITIum based microMEchanics

11/2022 – 10/2027



Name, institute, division Title of project Duration

Prof. Dr. Christian Koos,  
Institut für Photonik und Quanten-
elektronik und Institut für Mikro-
strukturtechnik, 
Division III 
Prof. Dr. Stefan Bräse,  
Institut für Biologische und  
Chemische Systeme,  
Division I

ERC Synergy Grant
ATHENS: Active Hybrid Photonic Integrated Circuits 
for Ultra-Efficient Electro-Optic Conversion and Signal 
Processing

12/2025 – 11/2031

Prof. Dr. Jan G. Korvink,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik,  
Division III, 
Dr. Benno Meier,  
Institut für Biologische Grenz-
flächen,  
Division I

ERC Synergy Grant
HISCORE: Highly Informative Drug Screening by  
Overcoming NMR Restrictions

05/2021 – 04/2027 

Prof. Dr. Moritz Kreysing,  
Institut für Biologische und  
Chemische Systeme,  
Division I

ERC Starting Grant
GHOSTS: Genetically enhanced, optically superior 
tissues 

02/2023 – 05/2026

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Lemmer,  
Lichttechnisches Institut,  
Division III 

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
ORTHOGONAL: Origami inspired thermoelectric  
generators by printing and folding

07/2023 – 06/2028

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Neumann,  
Institut für Anthropomatik und 
Robotik,  
Division II

ERC Consolidator Grant
SMARTI3: Scalable Manipulation Learning through  
AR-enhanced Teleoperation enabling Intuitive  
Interactive Instructions

06/2025 – 05/2030

Prof. Dr. Ulrich W. Paetzold,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik,  
Division III

ERC Consolidator Grant
LAMI-PERO: Laminated Perovskite Photovoltaics:  
Enabling large area processing of durable and high 
efficiency perovskite semiconductor thin films

10/2023 – 09/2028

Dr. Julian Quinting,  
Institut für Meteorologie und 
Klimaforschung Troposphären-
forschung,  
Division IV

ERC Starting Grant
ASPIRE: Advancing Subseasonal PredIctions at Reduced 
computational Effort

09/2023 – 09/2025

Prof. Dr. Peter Sanders, 
Institut für Theoretische Informatik,  
Division II

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
ScAlBox – Engineering Scalable Algorithms for the Basic 
Toolbox ScAlBox

01/2020 – 08/2025

Prof. Dr. Laurent Schmalen,  
Communications Engineering Lab,  
Division III

ERC Consolidator Grant
RENEW: Reinventing Energy Efficiency in Communica-
tion Networks

06/2021 – 05/2026 

Prof. Dr. Frank Schröder,  
Institut für Kernphysik,  
Division V

ERC Starting Grant
PeV-Radio − Digital Radio Detectors for Galactic PeV 
Particles

02/2019 – 01/2025

Prof. Dr. Mehdi Baradaran Tahoori,  
Institut für Technische Informatik,  
Division II

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
PRICOM: Printed Computing: Enabling Extremely Low 
Cost Pervasive Near Sensor Computing

10/2022 – 09/2027

 ERC Grants


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Name, institute, division Title of project Duration

Prof. Dr. Alexey Ustinov,  
Physikalisches Institut,  
Division V

ERC Advanced Investigator Grant
MILLI-Q: Millimetre-Wave Superconducting Quantum 
Circuits

10/2022 – 09/2027

Dr. Tonya Vitova,  
Institut für Nukleare Entsorgung,  
Division III

ERC Consolidator Grant
THE ACTINIDE BOND properties in gas, liquid and solid 
state

02/2021 – 01/2027 

Prof. Dr. Verena Weinhardt,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnk, 
Division III

ERC Synergy Grant
NanoX: Nanoscale X-ray tissue imaging: understanding 
the pathophysiology of hepatitis E infection

 10/2025 – 05/2031

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wernsdorfer,  
Physikalisches Institut,  
Division V

ERC Synergy Grant
DarkQuantum: Quantum Technologies for Axion Dark 
Matter Search

10/2024 – 12/2030 

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Philip Willke,  
Physikalisches Institut,  
Division V

ERC Starting Grant
ATOMQUANT: On-Surface Atomic Spins with  
Outstanding Quantum Coherence

01/2024 – 12/2028 

The total budget of an ERC Grant ranges from EUR 1.5 million (Starting Grant) to EUR 2.5 million (Advanced Grant).

Young Investigators Groups

Emmy Noether Junior Research Groups

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Jens Bauer, 
Institut für Nanotechnologie,  
Division V

Gerichtete Architektur in Tensegrity Fachwerken:  
Hin zu „Muskel-Knochen” Metamaterialien

10/2023 − 09/2029

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr Johannes Bracher, 
Institut für Volkswirtschaftslehre, 
Division II

Multi-Modell Nowcasting und Kurzzeitvorhersage der 
Ausbreitung von Infektionskrankheiten / Multi-Model 
Nowcasting and Short-Term Forecasting of Infectious 
Disease Spread

03/2023 – 03/2029

Dr. Alexander Fengler,  
Communications Engineering Lab,  
Division V

Energy-efficient uncoordinated communication and 
modern statistical learning / Energieeffiziente unko-
ordinierte Kommunikation und moderne statistische 
Lernverfahren

04/2025 – 03/2031

Dr. Elia Fioravanti,
Institut für Algebra und Geometrie,
Division V

Grobe Mediane als Ersatz für Hyperbolizität / Coarse 
Medians as Hyperbolicity Surrogate

09/2023 – 09/2029

Dr. Alexander Hinz,  
Institut für Anorganische Chemie,  
Division I

Niedrig koordinierte Hauptgruppenelement-Verbin-
dungen und deren Einsatz in der Aktivierung von H2, 
CO, CO2 sowie NH3

07/2020 − 09/2026

Prof. Dr. Nadja Klein,  
Scientific Computing Center, 
Zentrale wissenschaftliche  
Einrichtung

Regression Models Beyond the Mean – A Bayesian 
Approach to Machine Learning

08/2024 – 07/2028

Average total budget of an Emmy Noether Group: EUR 1.2 million to 1.8 million plus valid program lump sum. 

 ERC Grants



Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Dr. Sören Lehmkuhl,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik, 
Division III

Der PHASER im Fokus / The PHASER in focus 05/2024 – 04/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Rudolf Lioutikov,  
Institut für Theoretische Teilchen-
physik, 
Division V

Intuitive Robot Intelligence: Efficiently Learning and 
Improving of Explainable Skills and Behaviors for 
Intuitive Human-Robot Interaction

06/2021 – 05/2027

Dr. Jan Masell,  
Institut für Theoretische  
Festkörperphysik, 
Division V

Design and Functionalization of 3d Magnetic Textures 03/2025 − 02/2031

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Maryna  
Meretska,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie, 
Division V

Holografische Videoanzeige in Echtzeit: Meta-SLM 01/2024 – 12/2029

Prof. Dr. Anja Metelmann,  
Institut für Theorie der Kondensierten 
Materie, 
Division V

Direktionalität in Quantensystemen / Directionality in 
Quantum Systems 

04/2022 – 03/2025

Dr. Belina von Krosigk,  
Institut für Astroteilchenphysik,  
Division V

Suchen nach Dunkler Materie jenseits des WIMPs und 
Verbesserung des Trigger und DAQ Systems von  
SuperCDMS SNOLAB

11/2021 – 06/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Philip Willke,  
Physikalisches Institut,  
Division V

Quantenkohärente Kontrolle atomarer und molekula-
rer Spins auf Oberflächen

10/2020 – 09/2026

Average total budget of an Emmy Noether Group: EUR 1.2 million to 1.8 million plus valid program lump sum. 

Helmholtz Young Investigators Groups

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Dr. Arik Malte Beck,  
Institut für Katalyseforschung und 
-technologie,  
Division I

Dynamic Multi-Wavelength Photocatalysis 10/2025 – 03/2030

Dr. Yanina Biondi,  
Institut für Astroteilchenphysik,  
Division V

Power it on: Large-Scale Frontier of Xenon Detectors for 
Dark Matter

03/2025 – 02/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Giovanni  
De Carne,  
Institut für Technische Physik,  
Division III

Hybrid Networks: a multi-modal design for the future 
energy system

07/2021 – 06/2026

The annual budget of a group typically is EUR 1.25 to 1.8 million. 

 Young Investigators Groups

Emmy Noether Junior Research Groups


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Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Emilia Graß,
KASTEL – Institut für Informations-
sicherheit und Verlässlichkeit, 
Division II

Building Network Resilience in Healthcare against 
Cyber-Attacks

09/2023 – 08/2028

Dr. Gan Huang,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik,  
Division V

Harvesting the coldness of the universe for sustainable 
cooling under solar radiation (UNICOS)

03/2025 – 02/2030

Dr. Martina Klose,  
Institut für Meteorologie und  
Klimaforschung,  
Division IV

A big unknown in the climate impact of atmospheric 
aerosol: Mineral soil dust

11/2020 – 10/2026

Dr. Benno Meier,  
Institut für  
Biologische Grenzflächen,  
Division I

Hyperpolarized Magnetic Resonance 03/2019 – 08/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Benjamin 
Schäfer, 
Institut für Automation und  
angewandte Informatik,
Division II

Data-Driven Analysis of Complex Systems for a  
Sustainable Future

01/2022 – 12/2026

The annual budget of a group typically is EUR 1.25 to 1.8 million. 

BMBF Junior Research Groups

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Dr. Simon Fleischmann,  
Helmholtz-Institut Ulm,  
Division I

InfinBat: Zwischenschicht-funktionalisierte Materialien 
für neuartige elektrochemische Interkalationsbatterien

11/2021 – 10/2026

Dr. Florian Strauß, 
Institut für Nanotechnologie, 
Division V

MELLi: Maßgeschneiderte Elektrolyte für Lithium 
Feststoffbatterien

03/2022 – 02/2027

The annual budget of a group typically is EUR 1.5 to 3.2 million.

Freigeist Fellowship

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Dr. Susanne Benz, 
Institut für Photogrammetrie und 
Fernerkundung, 
Division IV

Large scale assessment of the effects of sustainable heat 
recycling in the shallow sub-surface on above ground 
temperature

10/2022 – 09/2028

Typical total budget per group: EUR 1 to 2.2 million.

 Helmholtz Young Investigators Groups NEXUS Program of the Carl Zeiss Foundation

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration

Dr. Nadja Alina Henke,  
Institut für Bio- und Lebensmittel-
technik, 
Division I

BiOSCALE − Etablierung von biologischen Scale- 
UpParametern zur Skalierung biotechnologischer  
Prozesse

02/2024 – 01/2029

Dr. Gözde Kabay,
Institut für Funktionelle  
Grenzflächen,
Division I

Interdigitated electrode biosensor decorated with artifi-
cially imprinted polymer receptors for rapid diagnosis of 
Acute Kidney Injury (IDEart)

10/2023 – 09/2028

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Johanna 
Schröder,  
Institut für Technische Chemie und 
Polymerchemie,  
Division I

High-Throughput Optimization of Sustainable Energy 
Con-version Catalysts Under Real World Device-like 
Application Conditions

01/2025 – 12/2029

Dr. Jingyuan Xu,  
Institut für Mikrostrukturtechnik, 
Division III

Toward Zero-Carbon, Net-Energy Refrigeration Using 
Elastocaloric Cooling (ELASTO COOL)

01/2024 – 12/2028

Typical total budget per group: EUR 1.5 million.

Other Recognized KIT Young Investigators Groups (Junior Research Groups) and Funding

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration Funding

Dr. Mohammad Azari,  
Institut für Wasser und Um-
welt,
Division IV

Innovative und nachhaltige Abwas-
sertechnik und -management

07/2024 – 10/2025 MWK, Fraunhofer 

Dr. Björn de Rijk,  
Institut für Analysis,  
Division V

Stability of Nonlinear Waves 08/2022 − 06/2027 SFB „Wellenphänome-
ne”, DFG

Dr. Benjamin Dörich,  
Institut für Angewandte und 
Numerische Mathematik,
Division V

Numerical methods for 
nonlinear optics

04/2024 – 06/2027 DFG, IANM

Dr. Richard Fuchs,  
Institut für Meteorologie und 
Klimaforschung Atmosphäri-
sche Umweltforschung,  
Division IV

Land Use Data Analysis and  
Modelling

07/2024 – 12/2029 EU 

Dr. Jan Haußmann,	
Institut für Produktentwick-
lung,
Division III

Sensorbasierte Brennstoffzellen-
entwicklung

05/2022 – 06/2025 MWK

Dr. Moritz Hauck,  
Institut für Angewandte und 
Numerische Mathematik,  
Division V

Numerical Methods for Multiscale 
Problems 

07/2025 − 01/2029 SFB „Wellenphänome-
ne”, DFG


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 Other Recognized KIT Young Investigators Groups (Junior Research Groups) 

Name, institute, division Title of group Duration Funding

Dr. Lars Eric Hientzsch,  
Institut für Analysis,  
Division V

 Vortices and nonlinear waves 07/2025 − 11/2028 SFB „Wellen- 
phänomene”, DFG

Dr. Tobias Käfer,  
Institut für Angewandte  
Informatik und Formale  
Beschreibungsverfahren,  
Division II

Knowledge Graph-based  
Artificial Intelligence Systems

02/2021 – 12/2026 BMBF

Dr. Carla-Olivia Krauß, 
Institut für Technologie und 
Management im Baubetrieb,
Division IV

Validation of a continuous  
magnetic filter and sieving system 
for the treatment of particulate 
mixtures

11/2024 – 06/2027 BMBF

Dr. Nico Leister,  
Institut für Bio- und Lebens-
mitteltechnik, 
Division I

Encapsulation engineering in life 
sciences

10/2025 − 12/2027 FEI u.a.

Dr. Sebastian Lerch,  
Institut für Volkswirtschafts-
lehre, 
Division II

Artificial Intelligence for 
Probabilistic Weather 
Forecasting

05/2021 – 03/2025 Vector Stiftung

Dr. Ralf Loritz,	
Institut für Wasser und  
Gewässerentwicklung,
Division IV

Energy and information flows in 
hydrological systems

10/2022 – 03/2028 Volkswagen Stiftung

Dr. Kathrin Menberg,	
Institut für Angewandte  
Geowissenschaften,
Division IV

Nachhaltige Geoenergie 05/2022 – 09/2025 MWK und andere

Dr. Klarissa Niedermeier,	
Institut für Thermische Ener-
gietechnik und Sicherheit,
Division III

Wärmespeicher auf Flüssigme-
tallbasis – Schlüssel für CO2-freie 
Hochtemperaturprozesse

04/2022 – 11/2026 BMWi

Dr. Claudia Niessner,  
Institut für Sport und  
Sportwissenschaft, 
Division II

Health Related Fitness and Physical 
Mobility in children, youth and 
young adulthood

12/2021 – 03/2027 MWK, BMBF und 
andere

Dr. Annika Oertel,
Institut für Meteorologie und 
Klimaforschung,
Division IV

Erhöhung des Wertes von Kampag-
nenbeobachtungen durch Datenas-
similation zur Verbesserung der 
konvektiven Vorhersagefähigkeit 

04/2023 – 04/2027 BMDV

Dr. Pierre Picchetti,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie,
Division V

Multifunctional nanomaterials for 
healthcare applications

07/2024 – 02/2027 Fonds der Chemischen 
Industrie

Dr. Frank Rhein,  
Institut für Mechanische Ver-
fahrenstechnik und Mechanik,
Division I

Particle Dynamics in Hetero- 
geneous Systems 

07/2024 – 09/2027 DFG



Name, institute, division Title of group Duration Funding

Dr. Philipp Röse,
Institut für Angewandte  
Materialien,
Division III

Elektrokatalyse 12/2023 – 01/2026 BMBF

Dr. Dominik Schreiber,  
Institut für Informationssi-
cherheit und Verlässlichkeit 
und Institut für Theoretische 
Informatik,  
Division II

Scalable Automated Reasoning 11/2025 − 12/2027 Helmholtz Pilot Program 
Core Informatics at KIT 
(KiKIT) 

Dr. Thomas Sheppard,  
Institut für Technische Chemie 
und Polymerchemie,  
Division I

X-ray Microscopy in Catalysis 02/2020 – 03/2025 BMBF, DFG

Dr. Christian Sprau,
Lichttechnisches Institut,
Division III

Druckbare semitransparente  
organische Solarzellen für  
Photovoltaikflächen der Zukunft

07/2023 – 03/2027 Vector Stiftung

Dr. Alexander Stroh,	
Institut für Strömungs
mechanik,
Division III

Multiphase flows and heat transfer 05/2022 – 12/2026 DFG, BMBF

Dr. Oliver Townrow,  
Institut für Nanotechnologie,
Division V

Iron (0) Single-Atom Sources for 
Sustainable Catalysts (Thema YIG 
Prep Pro-Projekt)

11/2024 - 08/2027 Fonds der Chemischen 
Industrie

Dr. Ulrike van der Schaaf,  
Institut für Bio- und Lebens
mitteltechnik,  
Division I

Interfacial properties of pectin
based biopolymers

10/2020 – 11/2026 Arbeitsgemeinschaft  
industrieller Forschungs
vereinigungen

Dr. Rebekka Volk,
Institut für Industriebetriebs-
lehre und Industrielle Produk-
tion,
Division II

Projekt- und Ressourcenmanage-
ment in der bebauten Umwelt

02/2023 – 05/2025 Bundesministerien, 
Helmholtz, EU und 
andere

 Other Recognized KIT Young Investigators Groups (Junior Research Groups) 
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Name, institute, division Area Duration

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Jens Bauer,
Institut für Angewandte Materialien,
Division III

Metamaterialien 10/2023 − 09/2029

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Anke Biekötter,
Institut für Theoretische Physik, 
Division V

Theoretische Teilchenphysik 01/2025 − 12/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Thomas Bläsius, 
Institut für Theoretische Informatik, 
Division II

Skalierbare Algorithmik und Verfahren für große 
Datenmengen

10/2020 – 09/2026

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Johannes Bracher,	
Scientific Computing Center,
Zentrale wissenschaftliche Einrichtung

Health Statistics 04/2024 – 03/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Barbara Bruno,
Institut für Anthropomatik und Robotik,
Division II

Künstliche Intelligenz für Autonome Systeme 05/2023 − 04/2029

Tenure-Track-Prof. Moritz Dörstelmann, 
Institut Entwerfen und Bautechnik, 
Division IV

Digital Design and Fabrication   04/2021 – 02/2026

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Yolita Eggeler, 
Laboratorium für Elektronenmikroskopie, 
Division V

Elektronenmikroskopie 10/2020 – 09/2026

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Pascal Friederich, 
Institut für Theoretische Informatik, 
Division II

 KI-Methoden in den Materialwissenschaften 12/2019 – 08/2025

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Emilia Graß,	
Institut für Informationssicherheit und 
Verlässlichkeit,
Division II

Operations of Critical Infrastructures in Health 
Care

02/2024 - 01/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Schirin Hanf, 
Institut für Anorganische Chemie, 
Division I

Fundamentale Anorganische Chemie:  
Nachhaltige Nutzung von Metallen

11/2021 – 10/2027

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Tobias Huber-Loyola,
Institut für Photonik und Quanten- 
elektronik,
Division III

Quantum Information Processing − Technology 
and Concepts

09/2025 − 08/2031

Tenure-Track-Prof. Florian Kaiser,	
Institut Entwerfen und Bautechnik,
Division IV

Kreislaufgerechter Holzbau 10/2024 – 09/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Christoph Klahn,
Institut für Mechanische Verfahrenstechnik 
und Mechanik,
Division I

Prozessintensivierung in der Verfahrenstechnik 
durch Additive Fertigung

05/2021 – 05/2027



Junior Professorships

Name, institute, division Area Duration

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Martina Klose-
Albinger, 
Institut für Meteorologie und Klimafor-
schung − Troposphärenforschung,
Division V

Aerosole im Erdsystem 01/2025 − 12/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Manuel Krannich,	
Institut für Algebra und Geometrie,
Division V

Geometrie 04/2022 − 03/2028

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Sebastian  
Krumscheid, 
Scientific Computing Center,
Zentrale wissenschaftliche Einrichtung

Uncertainty Quantification 08/2022 − 06/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Xian Liao, 
Institut für Analysis,
Division V

Analysis partieller Differentialgleichungen 11/2018 – 07/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Rudolf Lioutikov,	
Institut für Anthropomatik und Robotik,	
Division II

Maschinelles Lernen und Robotik 12/2022 − 05/2027

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Claudio Llosa Isenrich, 
Institut für Algebra und Geometrie, 
Division V

Geometrie 10/2020 – 09/2026

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Reza Maalek, 
Institut für Technologie und Management 
im Baubetrieb, 
Division IV

Digital Engineering and Construction 11/2020 – 12/2025 

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Roland Maier,
Institut für Angewandte und Numerische 
Mathematik, 
Division V

Numerik partieller Differentialgleichungen 07/2023 – 09/2027

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Franziska Meinherz,	
Institut für Geographie und Geoökologie,	
Division IV

Sozialgeographische Stadt- und Mobilitäts- 
forschung

10/2024 − 09/2030

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Maryna Leonidivna 
Meretska,
Institut für Nanotechnologie,
Division V

Nanophotonik 12/2025 − 11/2031

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Miha Modic,
Zoologisches Institut,
Division I

Genomics and Developmental Biology 05/2025 − 04/2031

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Peer Nowack,
Institut für Theoretische Informatik,
Division II

KI in den Klima- und Umweltwissenschaften 03/2023 − 02/2029

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Rania Rayyes,
Institut für Fördertechnik und  
Logistiksysteme,
Division III

Hochwandlungsfähiges, flächen- und  

raumbewegliches System für die Produktion

12/2022 − 12/2028

 Junior Professorships
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Name, institute, division Area Duration

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Benjamin Schäfer,
Institut für Automation und angewandte 
Informatik,
Division III

Künstliche Intelligenz für das Energiesystem 05/2023 − 04/2029

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Johanna Schröder, 
Institut für Angewandte Materialien-Werk-
stoffe der Elektrotechnik,
Division III

Elektrochemische Systeme in der Energieversor-
gung

12/2025 − 11/2031

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Maike Schwammberger,	
KASTEL – Institut für Informationssicherheit
und Verlässlichkeit,
Division II

Modellierung und Analyse im Mobility Software 
Engineering

12/2022 − 12/2028

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Jan Stühmer,
Institut für Anthropomatik und Robotik,	
Division II

Maschinelles Lernen 09/2022 − 08/2028

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Julian Thimme,  
Institut für Finanzwirtschaft, Banken und 
Versicherungen, 
Division II

Finance 08/2019 – 07/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Nevena Tomašević,
Institut für Angewandte Geowissen
schaften, 
Division IV

Allgemeine Geologie 04/2021 – 03/2027

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Benjamin Unger,
Institut für Angewandte und Numerische 
Mathematik,
Division V

Datengetriebene Methoden für partielle  
Differentialgleichungen

04/2025 − 03/2031

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Philip Willke,
Physikalisches Institut,
Division V

Quantenkontrolle von Spins auf Oberflächen 05/2022 − 04/2028

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Moritz Wolf,	
Engler-Bunte-Institut,
Division I

Katalysatormaterialien für die Energiewende 05/2022 − 04/2028

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Christian  
Wressnegger, 
KASTEL – Institut für Informationssicherheit
und Verlässlichkeit, 
Division II

KI-Methoden in der IT-Sicherheit 12/2019 – 04/2025

Tenure-Track-Prof. Dr. Frederike Zufall,
Institut für Informations- und  
Wirtschaftsrecht,
Division II

Öffentliches Recht und Informatik 06/2023 − 05/2029

 Junior Professorships Graduate Schools Funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), Helmholtz Association (HGF) or Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Graduate School Funded 
by

Spokesperson / participant Duration  

Graduate School „Electrochemical Energy Storage“ DFG Prof. Dr. Jürgen Behm,
Universität Ulm (Sprecher) 
apl. Prof. Christine Kranz,
Universität Ulm (Co-Sprecherin) 
Prof. Dr. Rolf Schuster,
Institut für Physikalische  
Chemie, KIT (Co-Sprecher)

2019 – 2032

HEiKA Graduate School „Functional Materials“ DFG Prof. Dr. Martin Wegener, 
Institut für Angewandte Physik/ 
Institut für Nanotechnologie, 
KIT (Sprecher)
Prof. Dr. Uwe Bunz,
Universität Heidelberg  
(Co-Sprecher)

2019 – 2032

HIDSS4Health: Helmholtz Information and Data Science 
School for Health

HGF Prof. Dr. Katja Mombaur, 
Institut für Anthropomatik und 
Robotik, KIT  

2019 – 2029

MPSP: Max Planck School of Photonics BMBF Prof. Dr. David Hunger,
Physikalisches Institut, KIT
Prof. Dr. Christian Koos,
Institut für Mikrostruktur
technik, KIT
Institut für Photonik und 
Quantenelektronik und Institut 
für Mikrostrukturtechnik, KIT
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Lemmer,
Lichttechnisches Institut, KIT
Prof. Dr. Gerd Ulrich Nienhaus,
Institut für Angewandte Physik, 
KIT
Prof. Dr. Carsten Rockstuhl,
Institut für Theoretische Fest-
körperphysik, KIT
Prof. Dr. Martin Wegener,
Institut für Angewandte Physik, 
KIT

2019 – 2025
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Graduate Schools of KIT

Graduate School Funded by Spokesperson / participant Duration  

CyberSec: KIT Graduate School Cyber Security Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Christian  
Wressnegger, 
KASTEL – Institut für Informa-
tionssicherheit und Verlässlich-
keit, KIT 
Prof. Dr. Thorsten Strufe, 
KASTEL – Institut für Informa-
tionssicherheit und Verlässlich-
keit, KIT 

2021 – 2026
5,5-jährige 
Förderdauer

KCDS: KIT Graduate School Computational and 
Data Science

Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Martin Frank,
Scientific Computing Center, 
KIT

2021 – 2026
5,5-jährige 
Förderdauer

ENZo: KIT Graduate School Enabling Net Zero Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Jörg Sauer,
Institut für Katalyseforschung 
und -technologie, KIT

2021 – 2026
5,5-jährige 
Förderdauer

KSQM: KIT Graduate School of Quantum Matter Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Markus Garst,
Institut für Theoretische 
Festkörperphysik / Institut für 
QuantenMaterialien und Tech-
nologien, KIT

2021 – 2026
5,5-jährige 
Förderdauer

UpGrade Mobility: KIT Graduate School Up-
Grade Mobility

Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Eric Sax,  
Institut für Technik der  
Informationsverarbeitung, KIT

2021 – 2026
6-jährige 
Förderdauer

CuKnow: KIT Graduate School Cultures of 
Knowledge

Funding von 
Exzellenzuni-
versitäten im 
Rahmen der Ex-
zellenzstrategie

Prof. Dr. Ingrid Ott,
Institut für Volkswirtschafts-
lehre, KIT
Prof. Dr. Darko Jekauc,
Institut für Sport und Sport-
wissenschaft, KIT

2021 – 2026
6-jährige 
Förderdauer

KSOP: Karlsruher Graduiertenschule für Optik 
und Photonik

KIT Prof. Dr. Ulrich Lemmer,
Lichttechnisches Institut, KIT

Seit 2006
Mittlerweile 
verstetigt 

KSETA: Karlsruher Schule für Elementarteilchen
und Astroteilchenphysik: Wissenschaft und 
Technologie

KIT Prof. Dr. Ulrich Nierste,
Institut für Theoretische 
Teilchenphysik, KIT

Seit 2012
Mittlerweile 
verstetigt 

GRACE: Graduiertenschule für Klima und Um-
welt 

KIT Prof. Dr. Jan Cermak,
Institut für Meteorologie und 
Klimaforschung Atmosphäri-
sche Spurengase und Ferner-
kundung, KIT

Seit 2011
Mittlerweile 
verstetigt 



Graduate School Funded by Spokesperson / participant Duration  

BIF-IGS: BioInterfaces International Graduate 
School

KIT Prof. Dr. Nicholas Foulkes,
Institut für Biologische und 
Chemische Systeme, KIT

Seit 2011
Mittlerweile 
verstetigt 

Research Training Groups Funded by the DFG or Helmholtz Association 

Graduate School Funded 
by

Spokesperson / participant Duration  

Energiezustandsdaten – Informatik-Methoden zur  
Erfassung, Analyse und Nutzung

DFG Prof. Dr. Klemens Böhm,  
Institut für Programmstrukturen 
und Datenorganisation, KIT

2016 – 2025

Asymptotische Invarianten und Limiten von Gruppen  
und Räumen

DFG Prof. Dr. Roman Sauer,  
Institut für Algebra und  
Geometrie, KIT
gemeinsam mit:  
Prof. Dr. Anna Wienhard,  
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität 
Heidelberg

2016 – 2025

Simulation mechanisch-elektrisch-thermischer Vorgänge 
in Lithium-Ionen-Batterien

DFG Prof. Dr. Thomas Wetzel,
Institut für Thermische  
Verfahrenstechnik, KIT

2017 – 2026

Tailored Scale-Bridging Approaches to Computational 
Nanoscience

DFG Prof. Dr. Marcus Elstner,
Institut für Physikalische  
Chemie, KIT

2019 – 2028

Helmholtz Information and Data Science School for 
Health (HIDSS4Health)

Helm-
holtz 

Gemein-
schaft

Prof. Dr. Ralf Mikut, 
Institut für Automation und 
angewandte Informatik, KIT

2019 − 2025

MatCom-ComMat: Materials Compounds from  
Composite Materials for Applications in Extreme  
Conditions

DFG Prof. Dr. Martin Heilmaier,
Institut für Angewandte  
Materialien, KIT

2020 – 2029

KD²School: Gestaltung von adaptiven Systemen für  

ökonomische Entscheidungen

DFG Prof. Dr. Christof Weinhardt,
Institut für Wirtschafts- 
informatik, KIT

2021 – 2030

Nachhaltige Hydrogele: Von chemischen Strukturen bis 
zur Anwendbarkeit (SusGel)

DFG Prof. Dr. Mirko Bunzel,  
Institut für Angewandte  
Biowissenschaften, KIT

2025 − 2030

 Graduate Schools of KIT
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INNOVATION
Innovation Characteristics 

Year Invention 
disclosures

Priority-estab-
lishing patent  
applications

Property 
rights  
(existing)

Royalties 
[million euros]

New  
companies 
(spinoffs) 

Participation 
in Spin-offs 

2021 120 51 1 677 4.42 37 (12) 9

2022 91 43 1 654 1.79 48 (18) 9

2023 70 38 1 577 1.58 49 (19) 12

2024 95 48 1 463 1.46 58 (16) 13

2025 79 38 1 416 0.85 68 (17) 14

Spinoffs

Adjusted Flow GmbH

Charge Circle Gbr

datin GmbH

diafania GmbH

KCM GbR

Liftwise GmbH

NextStepHR GmbH

o6_Automation GmbH

Onsite Solution GbR

Photreon GbR

Razo Energy eGbR

Rement Tech GmbH

smada GbR

Straight up GbR

Streamlingo GmbH

SUNEO GbR

Unibiota GbR

Establishments of New Companies

Startups

Aether Research GbR

Arctic Research & Development 
Ltd.

ArmarAI GbR

ASET Energy GmbH

Avlana GmbH

BACH (Bone and Air Conducting 
Headphones)

BEnergyGbR

Bitlink GmbH

Calcuflow GmbH

Celaris GmbH

ChipTwin UG

Circuvation GmbH

Common Mechanics GbR

Deepslide GbR

EASE − Ergonomische Assistenz-
systeme GmbH

EchoSpaces GmbH

Estimation.World GmbH

ForkLink GbR

G24 GmbH

Hilver GbR

HIVESOUND GmbH

HumRob GbR

Implyt

Kelvin Quantum Ltd

Kybfelsen Innovation GmbH

Startups

Laatz und Zlenko GbR

Marton GmbH

MindLink GbR

MyBach GmbH

Nano Tracer GbR

Nodline GmbH

PioneerLight Technology GmbH

PlaXma GbR

POMA AI GmbH

RosirisGbR

RullJa GbR

Schulz Cycling GmbH

SciValon GbR

Sequa AI GmbH

Silvergrain GmbH

SiM Souverän im Miteinander 
(LND). GbR

SM-DMA GbR

SQUR UG

SuperHeated GbR

Synoptic GbR

TunSI GbR

Ultra-Hochdruckreiniger GbR

Veribee Labs Ltd.

VeriSimCore UG

VeriSimCore UG

Your Cloud Guide UG



 

AWARDS

KIT Department Award winners

Architecture Philipp Jager

Civil Engineering, Geo- and Environmental Sciences Prof. Dr. Steffen Freitag

Chemistry and Biosciences Prof. Dr. Jörg Kämper

Chemical and Process Engineering Prof. Dr. Alexander Grünberger, Prof. Dr. Dirk Holtmann, Prof. 
Dr. Ulrike van der Schaaf, Prof. Dr. Jürgen Hubbuch

Electrical Engineering and Information Technology Dr. Andreas Liske

Humanities and Social Sciences Clarissa Hohenwalde

Informatics Prof. Dr. Ina Schaefer

Mechanical Engineering Dr. Wilfried Liebig

Mathematics PD Dr. Stefan Kühnlein

Physics Dr. Thomas Hertweck

Economics Prof. Dr. Marliese Uhrig-Homburg und Team

External Awards

(see separate chapter in this Annual Report from page 35)

KIT Department Teaching Awards

Name Institute

Dr. Martin Benfer wbk Institut für Produktionstechnik

Dr. Sebastian Hahner Institut für Informationssicherheit und Verlässlichkeit

Dr. Irina Timm Institut für Sport und Sportwissenschaft

Awards for Doctoral Researchers 
KIT Doctoral Awards 

Name Institute Institution

Dr. Clara Adam Institut für Organische Chemie Erna-Scheffler-Förderpreis  
(Masterarbeit)

Dr. Peter Wolfgang Bächler Institut für Mechanische Verfahrenstechnik und 
Mechanik

Förderpreis der Friedrich und  
Elisabeth Boysen-Stiftung

Dr. Sophia Beck Elektrotechnisches Institut Erna-Scheffler-Förderpreis  
(Promotion)

Dr. Marvin Carl May wbk Institut für Produktionstechnik Helmholtz-Promotionspreis

Dr. Philipp Gönnheimer wbk Institut für Produktionstechnik Südwestmetall-Förderpreis

Weitere Promotionspreise 
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Publications over the year 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Publications of researchers of KIT 9 781 9 792 9 742 9 494 9 214

   of these, books and proceedings 1 296 1 396 1 355 1 279 1 305

   of these, articles in proceedings 1 412 1 310 1 562 1 458 1 542

   of these, articles in journals 4 723 4 384 4 353 4 395 4 255

  of these, in WoS- or Scopus-referenced    

  journals

4 464 4 169 4 112 4 217 4 106

  of these, open access articles 3 662 3 546 3 584 3 738 3 483

PUBLICATIONS

Publikationen International Rankings

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Times Higher  
Education

International − Gesamt 180 189 140 166 166

International − Naturwissenschaften 77 100 86 88 85

International − Ingenieurwissenschaften 56 64 64 71 71

International − Computer Science 69 63 71 67 78

National − Gesamt 18-20 19-20 14 17 15

National − Naturwissenschaften 8 8 8 8 8

National − Ingenieurwissenschaften 4 4 3 3 3

National − Computer Science 7 6 6 5 6

QS World  
University Rankings

International – Gesamt 136 141 119 102 98

International – Naturwissenschaften 53 48 50 46 36

International – Ingenieurwissenschaften & IT 70 56 50 48 53

National – Gesamt 6 6 6 6 5

National – Naturwissenschaften 3 3 4 3 2

National – Ingenieurwissenschaften 4 4 2 3 3

Academic Ranking 
of World Univer-
sities

International – Gesamt 201-300 201-300 301-400 201-300 301-400

International – Naturwissenschaften - - -  -  - 

International – Ingenieurwissenschaften - - -  -  - 

National – Gesamt 11-20 11-20 20-24 12-22 22-27

National Taiwan  
University Ranking

International – Gesamt 249 276 346 355 320

International – Naturwissenschaften 80 102 123 113 117

International – Ingenieurwissenschaften 115 154 301-350 301-350 274

National – Gesamt 20 25 27 27 23

National – Naturwissenschaften 1 3 5 4 4

National – Ingenieurwissenschaften 1 4 5 4 4

RANKINGS
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SUSTAINABILITY
CO2 Emissions, CO2 Equivalents Incl. Upstream Chains Resulting from Energy Supply of All KIT Campuses in Tons 
per Year [t CO2eq/a], Dual Reporting According to the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHGP) for  Electric Power

Campus North 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Use of natural gas for heat / cold / power 50 141 39 767 39 273 43 966 50 600 

Power consumption (according to current supplier – 

market-specific)
7 141 11 320 10 315 9 899 310 

Reference power (federal power mix – site-specific) 12 942 17 187 10 223 9 811 3 726 

Campuses South, West, East 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Use of natural gas for heat / cold / power 635 338 249 296 301 

Power consumption (according to current supplier – 

market-specific)
2 679 2 891 3 002 2 975 1 659 

Reference power (federal power mix – site-specific) 22 231 24 402 23 433 23 226 19 908 

District heat consumption 4 840 4 136 3 995 3 825 3 706 

Campus Alpin 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Use of natural gas for heat / cold / power 410 343 279 319 299 

Power consumption (according to current supplier – 

market-specific)
33 35 33 31 19 

Reference power (federal power mix – site-specific) 277 298 260 240 232 

Energy Consumption and Energy Production of KIT

Type of energy / Campus North 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Primary energy consumption (natural gas)* [GWh] 203.0 161.0 159.0 178.0 204.9

Electricity from the public grid* [GWh] 68.0 78.9 68.2 60.8 51.9

Installed el. capacity, cogeneration/trigeneration plants [MW] 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0

Electricity produced by own cogeneration/ 

trigene-ration plants [GWh]
58.9 45.5 47.3 53.3 63.5

Installed photovoltaics capacity [MW] 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.8 2.8

Electricity produced by own photovoltaics facilities [GWh] 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.7

Heat produced* (excluding heat for thermal  

refrigeration plants) [GWh]
83.0 67.0 57.0 58.6 63.4

District heating from public grid [GWh] - -  -  -  - 

* For CN, including third institutions on campus

Type of energy / Campuses South, West, East 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Primary energy consumption (natural gas)* [GWh] 2.6 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.2

Electricity from the public grid* [GWh] 47.0 49.0 52.7 52.2 50.3

Installed el. capacity, cogeneration/trigeneration plants [MW] 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

Electricity produced by own cogeneration/ 

trigene-ration plants [GWh]
0.8 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.4

Installed photovoltaics capacity [MW] 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3

Electricity produced by own photovoltaics facilities [GWh] - - 0.0 0.0 0.02

Heat produced* (excluding heat for thermal  

refrigeration plants) [GWh]
0.9 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.5

District heating from public grid [GWh] 55.0 47.0 47.0 45.0 43.6

Supply and Waste Management Services

Type of service / Campus North 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Electricity consumption KIT (excl. grid losses) [GWh] 82 76  67    72   70

Heat consumption KIT* [GWh] 42 35  31    33   37

Heat consumption KIT (excl. grid losses,  

weather-adjusted) [GWh]
38 39  36    35   38

Water supply [m³] 81 407 91 289 82 994 86 365  85 704   

Compressed air generation [106 m³] 6 6 6 6 6

Wastewater disposal** [m³ 77 501 82 270 76 861 82 734  87 928   

Waste disposal KIT*** [t] 4 073 5 515 14 944 11 374 25 245

*	   excluding grid losses and without heat consumption of thermal refrigeration plants 
**   For CN, including third institutions on campus
*** Quantities of residual waste CS, CW, CE, for recyclables CW, CE, and for data-protected material on all campuses are lacking.  
	   Companies are not able to provide any weights of these wastes.

Type of energy / Campus Alpin 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Primary energy consumption (natural gas)* [GWh] 1.7 1.4 1.1 1.3 1.2

Electricity from the public grid* [GWh] 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.6

Installed el. capacity, cogeneration/trigeneration plants [MW] 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

Electricity produced by own cogeneration/ 

trigene-ration plants [GWh]
0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4

Installed photovoltaics capacity [MW]  -  -  -  - -

Electricity produced by own photovoltaics facilities [GWh]  -  -  -  - -

Heat produced* (excluding heat for thermal  

refrigeration plants) [GWh]
0.8 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4

District heating from public grid [GWh]  -  -  -  -  - 
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Type of service / Campuses South, West, East 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Electricity consumption KIT (excl. grid losses) [GWh] 47 49  53    52   50

Heat consumption KIT* [GWh] 55 47  47    45   54

Heat consumption KIT (excl. grid losses,  

weather-adjusted) [GWh]
49 52  54    50   55

Water supply [m³] 165 027 201 188  202 966    196 294    208 628   

Waste disposal KIT** [t] 1 115 1 001  3 099    1 350   1 343

*	 excluding grid losses and without heat consumption of thermal refrigeration plants  
** Quantities of residual waste CS, CW, CE, for recyclables CW, CE, and for data-protected material on all campuses are not considered.  
    Companies are not able to provide any weights of these wastes.

Type of service / Campus Alpine 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Electricity consumption KIT (excl. grid losses) [GWh] 1,0 0,9 0,9 1 0,9

Heat consumption KIT* [GWh] 0,8 0,5 0,5 0 0,4

Heat consumption KIT (excl. grid losses,  

weather-adjusted) [GWh]
0,7 0,6 0,5 1 0,4

Water supply [m³] 605 875 805 727 717

Compressed air generation [106 m³]  -  - 0 0 0

Wastewater disposal [m³]  -  - 805 727 717

*Excluding grid losses and heat demand from thermal refrigeration systems

Use of Shared Cars

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*

Trips 1 496 3 016 3 884 3 971 4 232

Km 384 259 771 274 958 169 1 011 137 927 427

CO2 emissions [tCO2 p.a.] 48 97 122 119 130

*More accurate survey methodology starting in 2025

Areas

 Type of area  KIT in total  Campus South*  Campus North**

[m²] % [m²] % [m²] %

Office areas (including conference rooms, 
rooms for copiers and servers)

168 431 35.5% 101 187 34.8% 67 244 36.6%

Laboratories, workshops, experiment halls 167 326 35.3% 85 529 29.4% 81 797 44.5%

Storage and similar facilities 65 910 13.9% 38 770 13.3% 27 141 14.8%

Teaching and studies (lecture halls, seminar 

rooms, practice rooms)
56 872 12.0% 50 744 17.5% 6 128 3.3%

Library areas (central + decentralized libraries) 11 954 2.5% 10 684 3.7% 1 269 0.7%

Sports areas 3 863 0.8% 3 647 1.3% 217 0.1%

Total usable area 474 356 100.0% 290 560 100.0% 183 796 100.0%

of this, rented areas 18 704 m² 3 111 m²

*   incl.  Campus East and Campus West 
** incl.  Campus Alpin

Central Fleet of KIT Vehicles on CN, CS, CW, CE, Including Trucks for Transporting Loads and Special Vehicles

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Vehicles (centrally administrated cars, 
mini-buses/vans, buses, trucks, special 
vehicles)

129 129 124 124 139

Vehicles with a combustion engine (of 
these, hybrid)

104 (8) 104 (9) 97 (10) 99 (7) 100 (8)

Battery vehicles 23 23 31 29 39

Fuel cell vehicles   
(H2 buses for KIT shuttle services)

2 2 2 2 0

Average CO2 emission factor of the fleet 
[gCO2/km]

136 133 125 123 100

Gasoline consumption of the fleet [l] 17 097 21 724 21 700 21 004 19 543

Diesel consumption of the fleet, inclu-
ding truck diesel [l]

38 676 32 945 33 355 40 299 35 100

Hydrogen consumption of the fleet [kg] 6 567 5 734 5 110 2 170 0

Driven kilometers of the fleet 618 383 738 018 687 883 682 170 676 445

CO2 emissions resulting from fuel use, 
including upstream chains [tCO2 p.a.]

 253    237    231    214   166

Company ebikes 6 6 6 6 6
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ILLUSTRATION CAPTIONS AND CREDITS

Cover photo: KIT Skylights – A Celebration of Innovation − Light show with drones 
Photo: Ruth Schwartländer, KIT 

P. 3: Professor Dr. Jan S. Hesthaven, President of KIT. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT 

P. 4: Science for Impact is the vision pointing the way to KIT’s future.  
Photo: Ruth Schwartländer, KIT

P. 5: A view of the POLiS cluster’s autonomous laboratory. Photo: Daniel Messling, KIT

P. 5: The Energy Lab on the KIT campus. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 6: KIT opened a new fiber optic test facility between Campus North and Campus South on January 
22, 2025. Illustration: KIT

P. 6: A KIT staffer integrating an optical quantum memory unit in a cryostat and optically connecting it 
to a superconducting qubit with a fiber optic cable. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 7: Professor Veit Hagenmeyer seeks solutions for stable, economical, and secure energy supplies. 
Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 7: The High Power Grid Lab at KIT evaluates new grid technologies. Illustration: Nadine Rönnau

P. 8: A slope mower with line traction keeps moving where other mowers get stuck.  
Photo: Stefan Herr, KIT

P. 8: Beware of surveillance! KIT researchers warned that companies, authorities, or criminals could infer 
the identity of persons merely by using WiFi signals from ordinary Internet routers.  
Illustration: smarterpix

P. 9: KITcube, a mobile atmospheric monitoring system, was used to conduct measurements in the Alps. 
Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 9: Entrance to the interior of the KATRIN main spectrometer during construction.  
Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 10: KIT and DKFZ are developing new technology for in situ irradiation of tumors with a tiny electron 
accelerator, minimizing harm to healthy tissue. Photo: IBPT/KIT

A blind cave fish and the DNA damage targeted by its photolyase.  
Photo: Cristiano Bertolucci, University of Ferrara

P. 11: The proof of a team is in its results on the pitch, but a model developed by KIT researchers can 
help to identify potential crises at an early stage. Illustration: janews094, stock.adobe.com

P. 11: The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre on KIT’s Campus North. Photo: JRC

P. 12: Professor Jan S. Hesthaven, President of KIT, and Professor Mouna Maroun, Rector of the Univer-
sity of Haifa, signed a letter of intent. Photo: Medhat Zioud

P. 12: The materials sciences play a key role in many pioneering technologies, such as 3D printing.  
Photo: Laila Tkotz, KIT

P. 12: KIT welcomes its first-year students at a ceremony in the Audimax. Photo: Jens Krauth, KIT

P. 13: KIT is boosting its international appeal with English-language master’s programs.  
Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT

P. 13: New core modules for sustainability in engineering studies aim to encourage students to think 
and act in a responsible and sustainable way. Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT

P. 13: Teaching degree programs at KIT range from physics, chemistry, and biology to geography, Ger-
man, and sports. Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT

P. 14: Taking shape at the Learning and Application Center for Mechatronics, a digital campus linking 
the virtual and real worlds will enhance KIT’s course offerings. Illustration: Heilmeyer & Frenzel

P. 14: The Leadership Talent Lab is an experimental space for good leadership at KIT.  
Photo: Sandra Göttisheim

P. 15: KIT’s third Foundation Day informed potential donors about funding options at KIT. 
Photo: Sandra Göttisheim 

P. 15: Former students spoke about their experiences over dinner at the 2025 International Alumni 
Week. Photo: INTL, KIT

P. 15: KIT’s leadership was instrumental in bringing the NXTGN Startup Factory to Baden-Württemberg. 
Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT 

P. 16: Leadership Talent Academy graduates present their diplomas. Photo: Sandra Göttisheim

P. 16: ICODOS, a KIT spinoff, develops fully integrated, automated, and dynamically operated e-metha-
nol systems. Photo: KIT

P. 17: Validaitor, a KIT spinoff, develops cutting-edge tools for quality assurance in artificial intelligence. 
Illustration: stock.adobe.com

P. 17: KIT research infrastructure, such as the Flute linear accelerator shown here, supports training in 
the KSETA Europe project. Photo: Katja Heil, IBPT

P. 17: Dual success for KIT: Ecosystem researcher Almut Arneth (right), spokeswoman of the C4LaNd 
research training group, which is receiving new funding from the DFG, and information systems expert 
Alexander Mädche (left), spokesman of KD²School, a research training group receiving further funding. 
Photos: A. Bramsiepe & M. Breig, KIT

P. 18: Junior Professor Dr. Manuel Krannich received an ERC Starting Grant for his MaFC project.  
Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 18: Young scientists Dr. Boris Karanov and Dr. Frank Rhein received grants for their projects from the 
Carl Zeiss Foundation. Private photos

P. 18: EPICUR hubs are being established as virtual meeting spaces for young European researchers. 
Photo: Adrian Wykrota, EPICUR

P. 19: Networking at MIT: KIT President Jan S. Hesthaven presented KIT to young researchers from top 
universities. Photo: Martha Stewart
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P. 19: The number of foreign students interested in studying at KIT is growing rapidly. Photo: INTL, KIT

P. 20: Participants at the December 2025 networking meeting in Nairobi. Photo: INTL, KIT

P. 20: A panel discussion on “Cooperation in Transition – Opportunities and Risks of International Col-
laboration” was held at the International Days. Photo: INTL, KIT

P. 21: With its adopted guidelines, KIT encourages the use of generative AI applications and outlines 
options for using them responsibly. Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 21: The Digitalization and Sustainability Interface Project aims to raise awareness among all members 
of the KIT community about the issues and potential of these fields at KIT.  
Photo: Irina Westermann, KIT

P. 22: With the participation of many employees and students in its Basic Project Sustainability, KIT initi-
ated the implementation of its sustainability strategy.  
Photo: Sandra Göttisheim, KIT

P. 22: KIT began operating some 1,500 photovoltaic modules on Campus North in the autumn of 2025. 
Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 23: Check handover during the opening ceremony for KRAFt. From left: Professor Iman Taha, Aalen 
University of Applied Sciences; Professor Dorit Schumann, President of Trier University of Applied Sci-
ences; Professor Michael Wahl, Trier University of Applied Sciences, Environmental Campus Birkenfeld; 
Professor Joachim Knebel, Head of KIT’s Division III – Mechanical and Electrical Engineering; Dr. Karla 
Hillerich, Carl Zeiss Foundation; Professor Henrik te Heesen, Vice President, Trier University of Applied 
Sciences; Professor Frederik Zanger, KIT; Professor Harald Riegel, Rector of Aalen University of Applied 
Sciences; Matthias Stolzenburg, Carl Zeiss Foundation.  
Photo: Jannik Scheer, Trier University of Applied Sciences, Environmental Campus Birkenfeld 

P. 23: Fasanengarten park in Karlsruhe, a place with intact flora and fauna and a wide variety of tree 
species where people enjoy spending time. Photo: Zoe Petridis, KIT

P. 23: Popular among students, KIT won the 2025 StudyCheck Award as the best university in Germany 
with more than 15,000 students. Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT

P. 23: In the 2025 QS World University Ranking by Subject, KIT excelled in the rankings for natural sci-
ences and engineering. Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 24: In the 2025 CEWS ranking of the state of gender equality at German universities, KIT again im-
proved significantly. Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT

P. 24: KIT is among the 50 best universities in the world for robotics science and engineering, and other 
fields, in the current Shanghai ranking. Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 25: Starting the anniversary year with verve, the KIT Philharmonic Orchestra kicked off the celebra-
tions with a splendid New Year’s concert. Photo: Sascha Schäfer, KIT

P. 25: Ceremony with many highlights: moderator Linda Zervakis and KIT’s president, Professor Jan S. 
Hesthaven, with more than 2,000 guests in the Schwarzwaldhalle at Karlsruhe’s convention center.  
Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 25: Employees and students presented hot topics from research, teaching, and transfer at KIT − such 
as the Akaflieg university group pictured here – at the anniversary-year Open Day.  
Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, KIT

P. 26: A light show with drones was the highlight at Dîner au KIT. Photo: Laila Tkotz, KIT

P. 26: The KIT Christmas market brought KIT’s anniversary year to a festive close. Photo: Markus Breig, 
KIT

P. 27: KIT Science Week featured a wide range of activities that encouraged participation and discus-
sion, such as the many experiments at the “Markt der Möglichkeiten” pictured here. P 
hoto: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 27: Attendees at the Knowledge Week on health learned about artificial intelligence in medicine, 
healthtech startups, and trends in fitness, vegan nutrition, and wearables.  
Illustration: woravut, stock.adobe.com.

P. 27: ITAS celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2025. Illustration: ITAS, KIT

P. 28: The winning team in the German championships for mechanical engineering with their assistants 
and trainer. Photo: Sabrina Heinze, KIT

P. 28: The new KIT photo point is popular among both students and staff. Photo: Amadeus Bramsiepe, 
KIT

P. 28: Over 300 young people receive vocational training in more than 25 professions at KIT. Photo: KIT

P. 29: Survey results on the diversity climate at KIT were evaluated in 2025.  
Photo: Magali Hauser, KIT 

P. 30: Data protection and the protection of personality rights play an important role in the rollout and 
use of Microsoft 365. Illustration: PantherMedia / Jirsak

P. 30: Digitalization is also advancing systematically in KIT’s accounting department.  
Illustration: Weissblick, stock.adobe.com

P. 31: The aim of the general renovation of the four pavilions now being undertaken by KIT is to create 
a “Learning Center at the Palace” that can be used from 2031. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT 

P. 31: KIT’s former Botanical Institute, a 19th-century listed building at Kaiserstraße 2a/2b in Karlsruhe, 
is undergoing complete renovation until 2027. Photo: Lisa Jungheim, KIT

P. 32: Dr. Jingyuan Xu received the “For Women in Science” award from L’Oréal, the German Commis-
sion for UNESCO, and the German Humboldt Network. Photo: Andreas Rentz, 2025 Getty Images

P. 32: Christian Koos’ research makes digitalization more sustainable.  
Photo: Christoph Wilhelm, KIT

P. 32: Professor Stefanie Dehnen won the Hector Science Award for her work on the chemistry of clus-
ter compounds. Photo: Marco Schilling

P. 33: Professor Alexander Wanner retired on May 31, 2025. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 33: Professor Michael Decker, previously head of KIT’s Division II, is the new General Director of the 
Deutsches Museum in Munich. Private photo
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P. 34: The division heads began their new terms in office on October 1. From left: Professor Marcel Utz, 
Professor Johannes Orphal, and Professor Marc Weber. Photo: KIT

P. 34: Professor Michael Kaschke stepped down as Chairman of the Supervisory Board at KIT on Decem-
ber 31, 2025. Photo: Markus Breig, KIT

P. 34: The KIT Executive Board from mid-2025. From left: Dr. Stefan Schwartze, Vice President Opera-
tions; Professor Kora Kristof, Vice President Digitalization and Sustainability; Professor Jan S. Hesthaven, 
President of KIT; Professor Thomas Hirth, Vice President Transfer and International Affairs; Professor 
Oliver Kraft, Vice President Academic Affairs. Photo: KIT
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