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The European university association EPICUR (European Part-

nership for Innovative Campus Unifying Regions) will receive 

funding of five million euros from the European Commission in 

the next three years. The aim is to create an attractive, innovative 

European University for a new generation – a generation that will 

face the major social challenges of future Europe. The associa-

tion consists of eight partners, including Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology (KIT), and is led by the University of Strasbourg. 

“The decision of the European Commission to fund EPICUR is a huge 

success – and a milestone for intensive cross-border cooperation in 

research, teaching and innovation in Europe. One major aim of this 

association is to deeply root our common values in European science. 

We are very excited to drive this together with our partners in EPI-

CUR,” says the President of KIT, Professor Holger Hanselka.  

KIT will use its expertise with other networks in the EPICUR associa-

tion and in its work package will advocate the strengthening of re-

gional networks in a united Europe and the integration of the univer-

sities in their respective regions. “Intensive collaboration with our Eu-

ropean partners is an essential condition for Europe’s success in a 

globalized world. International scientific exchange, especially with our 

neighbors in Europe, has a long tradition at KIT. EPICUR is an im-

portant step that will also significantly strengthen these partnerships 

in the future,” says the Vice President for Innovation and International 

Affairs at KIT, Professor Thomas Hirth. 

What’s more, KIT, together with the other partners, will be committed 

to strengthening the regions from within – among other things through 

innovative teaching and learning formats in which various players 

from industry and civil society are involved. An important component 

is also intercultural competence which will be a major skill for the Eu-

ropean citizens of tomorrow. In addition, KIT will focus on promoting 

an entrepreneurial mindset among students in its activities within EPI-

CUR.  

The request for pilot project submissions at European universities had 

been initiated by the European Commission in the Erasmus+ pro-

gram. The eight university partners in the EPICUR alliance are the 
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Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan (Poland), the University of Am-

sterdam (The Netherlands), the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

(Greece), the University of Freiburg (Germany), the University of Up-

per Alsace (France), Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, KIT (Ger-

many), the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna 

(Austria) and the University of Strasbourg (France). 

Components and organization of EPICUR  

The first three years of the project form the pilot phase of the long-

term process for establishing a European university. The project is 

initially divided into six work packages, each of which is coordinated 

by one of the partners: project management (Strasbourg); promotion 

of multilingualism and inclusion (Amsterdam); introduction of innova-

tive learning and teaching methods for the European citizens of to-

morrow (Freiburg); establishment of an inter-university campus 

(Thessaloniki); strengthening and networking of regions (KIT); dis-

semination and exchange of good practices and sustainable collabo-

ration (Strasbourg). 

One long-term aim of EPICUR is also the establishment of a four-year 

bachelor's program, “European Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Sci-

ences”, which will then be offered by several EPICUR universities in 

English. 

Other primary topics will include digital transformation with a view to 

new teaching formats and further development of student mobility, as 

well as dialog and collaboration with industry and society. Here multi-

lingualism and inclusion are aiming to strengthen European linguistic 

diversity and at the same time providing everyone with access to 

higher education. 

 

Further information: 

Press release from the University of Strasbourg:  

http://www.unistra.fr/uploads/media/EN-CP-EPICUR-06-2019-.pdf 

 

As “the Research University in the Helmholtz Association”, KIT 

creates and conveys knowledge for society and the environ-

ment. The aim is to make significant contributions to global chal-

lenges in the fields of energy, mobility and information. To 

achieve this, around 9,300 employees are working together on a 

broad disciplinary basis in natural sciences, engineering, eco-

nomics, humanities and social sciences. KIT offers research-ori-

ented studies to prepare its 25,100 students for responsible 

http://epicur.education/
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tasks in society, economy and science. Innovations at KIT bridge 

the gap between knowledge and application for the benefit of so-

ciety, economic prosperity and the preservation of our natural 

resources. 

 

This press release is available on the internet at: 

www.sek.kit.edu/presse.php 

 

This year, KIT remembers its milestones and long tradition in re-

search, teaching and innovation with its anniversary logo. On Octo-

ber 1, 2009, KIT was created from the merger of its two predecessors: 

in 1825, the polytechnic school which later became the University of 

Karlsruhe (TH) was founded, and in 1956 the Kernreaktor Bau- und 

Betriebsgesellschaft mbH which later became Forschungszentrum 

Karlsruhe GmbH was founded. 
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