
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monika Landgraf 

Chief Press Officer, 

Head of Corp. Communications 

 

Kaiserstraße 12 

76131 Karlsruhe 

Phone: +49 721 608-21105 

E-mail: presse@kit.edu 

KIT – The Research University in the Helmholtz Association 
 www.kit.edu 

Seite 1 / 4 

KIT Energy Center: looking to the future 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the bioliq plant at KIT, research is carried out on how to produce high-quality 

biofuels from dry biomass such as residual material from agriculture and forestry. 

(Photo: Fabry) 

Since 2008, the KIT Energy Center has combined basic and ap-

plied research in natural, economic and social sciences, as well 

as in humanities and the legal field into a holistic approach to 

the entire energy cycle. As a dialog and strategy platform, it has 

bundled knowledge and expertise on energy research at Karls-

ruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) for the past ten years. With 

around 1,500 employees, it has now grown into one of the largest 

energy research centers in Europe. The KIT Energy Center is cel-

ebrating its anniversary at its annual conference on June 26, 

2018 from 9 am in the auditorium of the Training Center for Tech-

nology and Environment at KIT Campus North. Media represent-

atives are welcome to attend (please register using the enclosed 

form or by e-mail). 

“Supplying the more than seven billion people in the world with energy 

– that’s an enormous task that politics, science and society have to 

face together. Energy supply is inextricably linked with working on so-

lutions for future mobility and information infrastructures,” says KIT 

President Professor Holger Hanselka. “KIT makes significant contri-

butions to these major societal challenges. In the KIT Energy Center 

alone, 1,500 people across all disciplines are working on solutions for 

a variety of questions:  

 

10 Years of KIT Energy Center 

On June 26, 2018 the KIT Energy Center Is Celebrating its Anniversary – The Program also  

Includes the Presentation of the Heinrich Hertz Award 
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How can we store and transport energy? How is it distributed to the 

grids? How does communication between producers and consumers 

work and which new business models fit the demanding tasks, not 

forgetting data protection?” 

 

To gain a holistic view of the energy cycle and also to be able to in-

clude social aspects, KIT set up the KIT Energy Center ten years ago, 

in which expertise from natural sciences, engineering, economics, hu-

manities, social sciences and the legal field all come together. This 

means that energy research at KIT takes into account all the ap-

proaches to reliable energy supply, with the development of an overall 

concept for the energy mix of the future being the central element. “In 

celebrating this first milestone birthday of the KIT Energy Center, we 

can certainly look back with pride at what we have achieved. That’s 

not a reason to rest on our laurels though, but rather our motivation 

and incentive to continue to work on answers to urgent social ques-

tions,” says Hanselka. 

 

With Energy Lab 2.0 at KIT, for the first time an intelligent and net-

worked test platform has been created for energy transformation, 

power generator storage and consumers. Together with the German 

Aerospace Center and the Jülich Research Center, KIT is examining 

the interplay of centralized and decentralized energy supply. Working 

with six further Helmholtz centers, as part of the “energy system inte-

gration” project KIT is also developing tailor-made models for energy 

systems of the future, contributing to the success of energy transfor-

mation. 

 

Annual conference on June 26, 2018 

At the conference, there will be a look-back at the last ten years of 

energy research at KIT. In scientific presentations on current research 

projects, KIT will also be looking to the future. Another highlight of this 

year's event is the presentation of the Heinrich Hertz Award by the 

Energie Baden-Württemberg (EnBW) Foundation for outstanding sci-

entific or technical achievements in the field of production, distribution 

and use of electrical energy. The program is rounded off by an ac-

companying poster exhibition including a competition.  

 

Media representatives are welcome to attend. Please register us-

ing the enclosed form or by e-mail to presse@kit.edu. Please 

specify if you will attend all day, in the morning (until 12.15 pm) 

or in the afternoon (starting at 1.30 pm). 

 

Program of the “10 years of KIT Energy Center” conference 

June 26, 2018, from 9 am, auditorium of the Training Center for 

Technology and Environment, KIT Campus North, Hermann-von-
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Helmholtz-Platz 1, 76344 Eggenstein-Leopoldshafen 

 

 

09.00 am Welcome 

Prof. Thomas Schulenberg, scientific spokesman for 

the KIT Energy Center 

09.15 am Welcome speech  

Prof. Holger Hanselka, President of KIT 

09.30 am Welcome speech partners 

09.50 am How it all began ... 10 years of KIT Energy Center 

Prof. Hans-Jörg Bauer, scientific spokesman for the 

KIT Energy Center from 2008 to 2014 

10.05 am Current developments at the KIT Energy Center 

Prof. Thomas Schulenberg, scientific spokesman for 

the KIT Energy Center 

10.20 am Coffee break 

10.50 am EdF's energy research in the European energy 

transition 

Jaques Sacreste, Electricité de France Service Na-

tional (EdF) 

11.20 am Decarbonization of the energy system through in-

creased use of renewable electricity in the heat-

ing, transportation and industrial sectors 

Dr Dogan Keles, Institute for Industrial Production of 

KIT 

11.40 am Development of novel high-performance materials 

for batteries 

Prof. Maximilian Fichtner, Helmholtz Institute Ulm of 

KIT 

12.00 pm Diamond – an indispensable material for micro-

wave heating of a fusion reactor 

Prof. Theo Scherer, Institute for Applied Materials – 

Applied Materials Physics of KIT 

12.20 pm Lunch 

1.40 pm Presentation of the Heinrich Hertz Award 

by Prof. Wolfram Münch, Head of Research and Inno-

vation of EnBW 

2.00 pm Speeches by the Heinrich Hertz Award winners 

2.40 pm KIT – The Energy Campus 

Prof. Ute Karl, European Institute for Energy Re-

search (EIFER) at KIT 
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3.00 pm JRODOS – Decision support in the event of a nu-

clear accident 

Wolfgang Raskob, Institute for Nuclear and Energy 

Technologies of KIT 

3.20 pm Poster exhibition with coffee break 

4.30 pm Presentation of the EnBW Poster Award 

Prof. Wolfram Münch – Head of Research and Inno-

vation of EnBW 

4.40 pm Power-to-SNG with high efficiency: the HELMETH 

project 

Dr. Stefan Harth, Engler-Bunte-Institute of KIT 

5.00 pm Fuels with a closed carbon cycle for the mobility 

of tomorrow 

 Prof. Nikolaus Dahmen, Institute of Catalysis Re-

search and Technology of KIT 

5.20 pm Closing remarks 

Dr. Wolfgang Breh, Managing Director of the KIT En-

ergy Center 

 

More about the KIT Energy Center: http://www.energie.kit.edu 

As “the Research University in the Helmholtz Association”, KIT 

creates and conveys knowledge for society and the environ-

ment. The aim is to make significant contributions to global chal-

lenges in the fields of energy, mobility and information. To 

achieve this, around 9,300 employees are working together on a 

broad disciplinary basis in natural sciences, engineering, eco-

nomics, humanities and social sciences. KIT offers research-ori-

ented studies to prepare its 25,500 students for responsible 

tasks in society, economy and science. Innovations at KIT bridge 

the gap between knowledge and application for the benefit of so-

ciety, economic prosperity and the preservation of our natural 

resources. 

This press release is available on the internet at 

www.sek.kit.edu/presse.php 
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