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KIT Humans and Technology Focus Starts

Opening Ceremony at the Tollhaus Karlsruhe Cultural Center with Klaus Topfer Speaking

The new KIT Humans and Technology Focus studies the interaction between technical
innovations and society. (Photo: Seleneos, photocase.de)

Which impacts does technology have on man? How does the
society influence scientific developments? The KIT Focus con-
centrates on these questions and studies the interaction be-
tween man and technology. On Monday, May 23, 2011, the Fo-
cus will be inaugurated officially at the Tollhaus Cultural Center
with the former Federal Minister of the Environment, Professor
Klaus Topfer, speaking. Journalists are cordially invited and
asked to register using the form enclosed.

Technology accompanies man in most areas of life: It is the main
component of mobility, energy or the health care sector. The KIT
Humans and Technology Focus studies the consequences of tech-
nical innovations and analyzes the interaction between society and
science.

The Focus links natural sciences and engineering with humanities
and social sciences. About 420 researchers from 35 institutes of KIT
cooperate on this interdisciplinary level and concentrate on the top-
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ics of health, culture, environment, economy, work, and knowledge.
In addition, the two multidisciplinary issues of “Sustainable Devel-
opment” and “Innovation Processes and Technology Design” are
covered. The scientific spokesman of the Focus is Professor Armin
Grunwald.

On Monday, May 23, 2011, the Humans and Technology Focus will
be opened by a ceremony. The event will start at 17 hrs with a post-
er presentation of the Focus. Then, the former Federal Minister of
the Environment, Professor Klaus Topfer, will speak. Lyricist Chris-
toph Koéhler will read from twitters and reveal entertaining links be-
tween digital technology and society. The science rapper Kate
McAlpine and the “Vocal Resources” jazz choir will provide for the
musical program of the evening.

Program:

17 hrs:

Presentation of the Focus in the entrance hall

Poster presentation of the KIT Humans and Technology Focus
Vocal Resources

Jazz choir directed by Friedrich-Wilhelm Méller

18 hrs:

Welcome addresses

Dr.-Ing. Peter Fritz, KIT Vice President for Research and Innovation
Prof. Dr. Armin Grunwald, Spokesman of the KIT Humans and
Technology Focus

Large Hadron Rap — Science Rap

Kate McAlpine, Science Communicator

18.30 hrs

Speech

“Humans and Technology — On the Paths of Sustainable Develop-
ment”

Prof. Dr. Klaus Topfer, retired Federal Minister of the Environment
and long-time Director of the UN Environmental Protection Program
(UNEP)

Twitter reading

Christoph Kéhler, speaker and lyricist

Further information can be found at: www.mensch-und-
technik.kit.edu. The opening ceremony will be organized by ZAK |
Center for Applied Cultural Science and Studium Generale at KIT.
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Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Wirttemberg.
It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a na-
tional research center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focus-
es on a knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research,
teaching, and innovation.

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu.
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