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How Electors Make Their Decision 

Researcher Analyzes the Federal Election from the Point of View of Direct Democracy  
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Which motives determine votes – a study at KIT focuses on this topic. (Photo: Holger 

Lang)  

  

In an analysis of the 2009 federal elections, Professor Andranik 

Tangian from KIT compared positions outlined in the parties’ 

programs and results of surveys with the results of the elec-

tions. His conclusion is that the decision of electors is deter-

mined by traditional political attachments rather than by their 

own political opinion. To bridge this gap, Tangian proposes to 

introduce a third vote for a political program.  

  

The study of Andranik S. Tangian, Extraordinary Professor at the 

Chair of Economic Theory (VWL I) of KIT, originated from his lec-

tures on “Mathematical Theory of Democracy” in the 2010 summer 

semester. It is based on data from the Wahl-O-Mat
®
 of the Federal 

Center for Political Education and on results of various surveys. On 

the occasion of the 2009 federal elections, the Wahl-O-Mat
®
 asked 

the parties for their positions and opinions on more than 30 political 

topics of current importance. Among them were the introduction of a 

Germany-wide legal minimum wage or a general speed limit on 

German highways. Tangian compared these positions of the parties 

with the results of polls of public opinion and estimated the populari-

ty and universality of the five leading German parties.  
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The popularity index indicates the fraction of the population repre-

sented by the party with regard to its political program. The univer-

sality index shows in how many questions the party represents a 

majority of the population. Both indexes reveal that the representa-

tiveness of the German parties significantly deviates from the elec-

tion results.  

 

Tangian concludes that the decision of the electors is not so much 

determined by their own opinion on current issues and the parties’ 

programs. Instead, they decide on the basis of traditional political 

affiliations, even though these may be outdated. And they are influ-

enced by the personal image of politicians.  

 

Tangian proposes to link representative and direct democracy and 

to add a third vote for a political program to the first vote for a person 

and a second vote for a party. To give their third vote, electors shall 

complete a questionnaire similar to the Wahl-O-Mat
®
 that illustrates 

their political profile. “This third vote may reduce the gap between 

reality and outdated conceptions and result in a more efficient de-

mocracy,” explains Tangian.   

 

Andranik S. Tangian, Decision making in politics and economics: 4. 

Bundestag elections 2009 and direct democracy, KIT Working Paper 

Series in Economics, No. 8, October 2010. 

http://econpapers.wiwi.kit.edu  

  

  

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

and state institution of Baden-Württemberg, Germany. It fulfills 

the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-

search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a 

knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching, 

and innovation.  
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