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New CEO for KIC InnoEnergy

Diego Pavia Manages European Energy Research Consortium

Diego Pavia Bardaji (Photo: private)

The European Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC)
InnoEnergy has a new CEO: Since September 14, Diego Pavia
Bardaji has been managing the business of the energy re-
search consortium of 35 enterprises, universities, research and
institutions. The engineer Pavia has been assuming manage-
ment positions in industry for years. He now follows Professor
Hans-Jorg Bauer from KIT, who coordinated the preparation
and setup phase of KIC InnoEnergy as an interim CEO.

Diego Pavia, born 1963, studied electrical engineering and special-
ized in electronics and automation at the Polytechnical University of
Madrid. Meanwhile, he can look back on a long career at private
companies. Diego headed multicultural working groups all over the
world in the field of energy. His last post was that of a CEO of Atos
Origin, a leading international IT service provider, where he was
responsible for Spain and South America, about 9000 employees,
and an annual turnover of EUR 450 million. From 2006 to 2010,
Diego chaired the Spanish Consultancy Association (AEC), in which
all leading IT enterprises in Spain are represented.

“I am very much looking forward to my new tasks at KIC InnoEner-
gy," says Pavia. “The consortium supports cooperation of first rank
industries, universities and research institutions. Our measurable
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goals are startups, patents, and close-to-industry education of grad-
uate and Ph.D. students in the field of sustainable energy. It will be
the key to Europe’s economic competitiveness in the future.”

KIC InnoEnergy, a public private partnership, funded by the Europe-
an Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT), links research, edu-
cation, and innovation in order to accelerate technology transfer and
create a sustainable energy system in Europe. KIC InnoEnergy is
managed like an enterprise. “We are pleased to have won for KIC
InnoEnergy such a dynamic and charismatic personality like Diego
Pavia,” underlines Professor Hans-Jorg Bauer. “He possesses vast
entrepreneurial experience and his qualification precisely corre-
sponds to the profile a CEO of KIC InnoEnergy is expected to have.”

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is one of Europe’s lead-
ing energy research establishments. The KIT Energy Center
pools fundamental research with applied research into all rele-
vant energy sources for industry, households, services, and
mobility. Holistic assessment of the energy cycle also covers
conversion processes and energy efficiency. The KIT Energy
Center links competences in engineering and science with
know-how in economics, the humanities, and social science as
well as law. The activities of the KIT Energy Center are orga-
nized in seven topics: Energy conversion, renewable energies,
energy storage and distribution, efficient energy use, fusion
technology, nuclear power and safety, and energy systems
analysis.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
and state institution of Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. It fulfills
the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-
search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a
knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching,
and innovation.
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