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Professor Helga Nowotny (Photo: private) 

 

How does science change with a changing society? Professor 

Helga Nowotny, President of the European Research Council, 

will deal with this question on Tuesday, May 18, 2010, 18.00 hrs, 

within the framework of the Jean Monnet Keynote Lecture. The 

event will be organized by ZAK I Center for Applied Cultural 

Science and Studium Generale at KIT, in cooperation with the 

Karlsruhe University Society and the Heinrich Hertz Society. 

Admission to the lecture (NTI-Hörsaal, KIT Campus South, buil-

ding 30.10, Engesserstraße 5) is free.  
 
Using the examples of Charles Darwin and Craig Venter, Nowotny 

will demonstrate the co-evolution of science and society and their 

mutual influence. With a changing society, types of organizations, 

funding models of science, its epistemic fundamentals, and its ap-

pearance are changing as well. According to Nowotny, the equiva-

lent of a knowledge-based innovation society is the “democratization 

of science”. Do these approaches agree with reality? 

 

Nowotny deals with this question by using the researchers Charles 
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Darwin and Craig Venter as examples. Darwin’s theory of evolution 

sustainably influenced both society and numerous scientific discipli-

nes. Craig Venter, biochemist and genetic researcher from the USA, 

succeeded in sequencing the human genome in a private research 

project. This also had enormous impacts on science and society. 

 

From 1987 to 1996, the Austrian sociologist and science researcher 

Prof. Dr. Helga Nowotny was professor and member of the board of 

the Institute for Science Theory and Science Research of the Uni-

versity of Vienna. Then, she held a professorship for science re-

search at ETH Zurich until 2002. Her work focused among others on 

research policy. From 2001 to 2006, she chaired the European Re-

search Advisory Board (EURAB) and from 2007 to February 2010, 

she was Vice President of the European Research Council (ERC). 

In February 2010, she was elected President of the ERC and Chair-

woman of the Scientific ERC Advisory Council.  

 

The Jean Monnet Keynote Lecture focuses on “European Integrati-

on and Identity”. It is presented once per semester and part of the 

EU-funded Jean Monnet teaching module of ZAK. This summer 

semester, the keynote lecture is linked with the Colloquium Funda-

mentale that addresses public science as a “Challenge for University 

and Society”. “Science and Society” is presented as a European 

task.  
 
 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

and state institution of Baden-Württemberg, Germany. It fulfills 

the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-

search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a 

knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching, 

and innovation.  
 
 
This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
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