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KIT Wins 2011 Automobile Summer Competition

With Its Open House Event, KIT Is One of Ten Winners of the Competition of Ideas

One topic of the open house: The e-drive project house. (Photo: Markus Breig)

The engineer Carl Benz was born in Karlsruhe and one of the
pioneers of mobility. 125 years ago, he succeeded in inventing
the automobile. On January 29, 1886, it was patented officially
under No. 3 74 35, and his wife Bertha set out on a first drive
from Mannheim to Pforzheim. Baden-Wurttemberg still is an
important location of major automotive manufacturers and
suppliers. Hence, the state of Baden-Wirttemberg will celebrate
the invention of the automobile with a number of exhibitions
and events in 2011. KIT now is one of ten winners of the com-
petition of ideas for celebration events.

KIT plans to open its laboratories and vehicle test rigs on the premi-
ses of the former Mackensen barracks to the interested public on
July 02, 2011. Latest research results of the more than 800 scien-
tists conducting research in the field of mobility systems will be de-
monstrated. The exciting future of mobility can be experienced. Mo-
bility systems research mainly focuses on the future of the automo-
bile and its important, but changed role in the mobility mix of the
next years. KIT creates the basis for automobile innovations, some
of which are presently being implemented in cooperation with large
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automotive manufacturers and supply companies in Baden-
Wirttemberg. In the future, this fruitful cooperation will even gain
importance.

“At our open house event, visitors will be provided an exclusive in-
sight into the world of mobility research. Laboratory visits, popular
scientific lectures, test drives, and a large accompanying program
will offer information and entertainment for young and old. People
will have the opportunity to experience the future of mobility,” under-
lines Dr. Thomas Windmann, coordinator of the 2011 Automobile
Summer at KIT. The event will include a program for children with
presentations of the KIT Children’s University, pupils laboratories,
and a rallye. To present an entertaining artistic program, KIT will
cooperate with media partners in order to attract many visitors.

The following topics will be covered by this event: Fuels of the future
(fuel from biomass, hydrogen, energy stores), e-mobility (project
house e-drive, electric drives, steer-by-wire, stores), lightweight
construction (component optimization, test rigs, bionics, production
technology), light technology (visibility conditions, perceptibility, sa-
fety), navigation and assistance systems (vehicle control, traffic
control, logistics, driver assistance systems, cognitive vehicles).
Under the heading of “studying racing”, KIT supports the KA Racing
Team that will soon participate in electric car races.

Professor Horst Hippler, President of Karlsruhe Institute of Techno-
logy, has all reasons to be proud. “We are very happy about this
success of KIT. Under the heading of The Future of Mobility, KIT will
make an excellent contribution to the 2011 Automobile Summer.”
The event will demonstrate that KIT is the mobility campus in Ger-
many.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
and state institution of Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany. It fulfills
the mission of a university and the mission of a national re-
search center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a
knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching,
and innovation.

This press release is available on the internet at www.Kkit.edu.
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