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Pathbreaking for the European Union: Spain’s Council Presidency in the first six 

months of 2010 (Photo: KIT) 

 

In the first six months of 2010, Spain takes over the presidency 

of the Council of the European Union. The Spanish ambassador 

in the Federal Republic of Germany, S. E. Rafael Dezcallar, will 

speak about objectives and focuses of Spain’s presidency 

during the Jean Monnet Keynote Lecture at Karlsruhe Institute 

of Technology on Wednesday, January 27. The event organized 

by ZAK | Centre for Cultural and General Studies will start at 18 

hrs in the NTI-Hörsaal, building 30.10, Engesserstraße 5, on KIT 

Campus South.  

 

During the Spanish EU Council Presidency from January 01 to June 

30, 2010, the amendments of the Lisbon Agreement will apply for 

the first time, such as the introduction of the majority principle for a 

number of decisions or the strengthening of the EU parliament. 

Spain’s highest representative in Germany therefore considers 2010 

a key year for Europe’s future. At KIT, the high-ranking diplomat will 

explain the European policy agenda of his home country. According 

to Dezcallar, Spain will focus on economic, social, and foreign policy 

Europe 2010 – Presentation Parallel to EU Presidency 
Spain’s Ambassador in the Federal Republic of Germany Speaks About Europe’s Future at KIT  

Press Release 

No. 008 | jm | January 22, 2010 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Release 

No. 008 | jm | January 22, 2010 

www.kit.edu Page 2 / 2 

Represents Spain in Germany: S. E. Rafael 
Dezcallar (Photo: Spanish Embassy) 

aspects as well as on strengthening the EU to the inside and 

outside. According to the representative of Spain, Europe’s strength 

in the globalized world is based on the principles of technical, 

economic, and political innovation as well as on equal opportunities 

and solidarity. Dezcallar considers it a special challenge to find 

possibilities of how the EU can “speak with one voice” in the future.  

 

Among others, Dezcallar was office manager of the Spanish Foreign 

Minister, secretary at the embassies in Tel Aviv and Havanna, 

Consul General at Moscow, and ambassador at Addis Abbeba. 

Before his call to Germany in November 2008, he directed the 

political department of the Spanish Foreign Ministry. As essayist and 

author, he published a number of books, for example “La Europa 

Dependiente“ (The Dependent Europe) in 1992.  

 

The Jean Monnet Keynote Lecture named after the French 

mastermind of Europe Jean Monnet (1888-1979) is an event 

organized by ZAK in cooperation with the Heinrich Hertz Society, 

and Karlsruhe University Society. It takes place once per semester 

and is part of the Jean Monnet teaching module of ZAK, which is 

funded by the European Commission. At these lectures, students, 

KIT members, and the interested public are given the opportunity to 

discuss topics relating to European integration and identity with 

renowned experts.   

 

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

and state institution of Baden-Württemberg. It fulfills the 

mission of a university and the mission of a national research 

center of the Helmholtz Association. KIT focuses on a 

knowledge triangle that links the tasks of research, teaching, 

and innovation.  

 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
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