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New technologies such as electric mobility, are in the focus of the KIT-coordinated Of-

fice of Technology Assessment with the German Bundestag. (Photo: KIT) 

Sustainable energy supply and mobility, health and aging soci-

ety, digitization, and future of work. Politics takes care of differ-

ent change processes in society that are often triggered by tech-

nological innovations. To early respond in a substantiated way, 

German Parliament relies on the competencies of the KIT-oper-

ated Office of Technology Assessment (TAB). During their last 

budget meeting, the Members of Parliament decided to increase 

the funds for scientific advice services by 25 percent from 2017. 

Can climate engineering as a type of “emergency technology” con-

tribute to preventing climate change or mitigating its impacts? What 

would be the consequences of a large-area and long-lasting blackout 

for the infrastructure and public order? What are the opportunities and 

risks associated with the use of robots in care for the elderly? “We 

understand that there is an increasing number of questions relating to 

the impacts of new technologies, which can only be answered by the 

parliamentary groups on the basis of independent and scientifically 

substantiated advice,” says Professor Armin Grunwald, who has been 

heading KIT’s Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems 
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Analysis since 1999 and the TAB since 2002. “The increase in the 

budget for our work is a clear signal of high appreciation and a basic 

prerequisite for meeting the increasing demand for scientific advice 

on a high level,” Grunwald points out.  

For 26 years, TAB has been advising German Parliament on major 

issues relating to scientific-technological change. About 200 reports 

have been submitted to the Bundestag so far. The process of advising 

Parliament last covered findings relating to synthetic biology, modern 

power grids as key elements of sustainable energy supply, valoriza-

tion of biodiversity, online citizens participation in parliamentary work, 

or online media addiction. Analyses on robotics in the care sector, on 

data mining, opportunities and risks of mobile and digital communica-

tion at work, as well as on the impacts of surveillance technologies in 

the area of civil security presently are in preparation.  

In line with its growing tasks, TAB does not only offer comprehensive 

work reports, but also other work, presentation, discussion, and par-

ticipation formats: Trend studies by means of horizon scanning, 

stakeholder surveys and workshops, or public discourses do not only 

address the Members of Parliament and parliamentary bodies, but 

also interested parties from ministries, authorities, education and re-

search institutions, and not least, the public. As a result of the Parlia-

ment’s recent decision, the TAB budget will now increase to about 

EUR 2.6 million. Apart from KIT’s Institute for Technology Assess-

ment and Systems Analysis, the Institute for Future Studies and Tech-

nology Assessment (IZT), Berlin, the Helmholtz Centre for Environ-

mental Research (UFZ GmbH), Leipzig, and VDI/VDE Innovation + 

Technik GmbH (VDI/VDE-IT), Berlin, have been contri-buting to TAB 

since 2013.  

Selected publications of TAB are available in English: 

https://www.tab-beim-bundestag.de/en/publications/index.html 

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) pools its three core tasks 

of research, higher education, and innovation in a mission. With 

about 9,300 employees and 25,000 students, KIT is one of the big 

institutions of research and higher education in natural sciences 

and engineering in Europe.  

KIT – The Research University in the Helmholtz Association 

Since 2010, the KIT has been certified as a family-friendly university. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
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The photo of printing quality may be downloaded under www.kit.edu 

or requested by mail to presse@kit.edu or phone +49 721 608-4 7414. 

The photo may be used in the context given above exclusively. 
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