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Professor Detlef Löhe, KIT Vice President for Research and Information (front right), 

opened the new KIT representation in China. (Photo: wbk, KIT) 

Researchers from China and the KIT have been cooperating 

successfully in scientific cooperation and innovation projects 

and in the promotion of young scientists for many years. From 

now on, KIT will present its activities under the roof of its newly 

opened branch office in the city of Suzhou in the Chinese prov-

ince of Jiangsu. This office is to be used as an interdisciplinary 

platform, incubator, and contact office of the KIT for industry 

and science in China. The office in Suzhou was opened official-

ly today in the presence of about 200 invited guests from sci-

ence, industry, and politics of both countries.   

“The new KIT representation in China will serve as an interdiscipli-

nary platform to enhance cooperation projects between the KIT and 

its Chinese partners in the areas of education, research, and innova-

tion,” says Holger Hanselka, President of KIT. “It will support aca-

demic exchange and joint research and development relating to 

current topics. This cooperation of both countries will give rise to big 

synergy potentials. “The KIT already cooperates with more than 30 

partner universities at 22 locations in China. The spectrum of activi-
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ties extends from graduate schools to joint laboratories to close-to-

industry projects.  

“The permanent representation of KIT in one of the most important 

countries is to provide for the direct and uncomplicated access to 

local partners and their needs,” explains Gisela Lanza, China Com-

missioner of the KIT and holder of a chair at the KIT Institute of Pro-

duction Science (wbk). Workshops, seminars, and conferences on 

strategic fields of research of KIT will be organized. This year, the 

office will help organize an alumni seminar on global production, a 

seminar on mobility systems is planned next year. For students, 

summer schools and exchange programs will be established. Last, 

but not least, intercultural communication will be strengthened.  

For the strategic activities of the KIT in China, Suzhou is a rather 

favorable location. A strategic partnership between the province of 

Jiangsu and the state of Baden-Württemberg has been existing for 

decades now. Many branch offices of German companies are locat-

ed in the Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP). Vice versa, the KIT is con-

sidered an attractive partner by Chinese researchers due to its out-

standing research activities and excellent networking in Baden-

Württemberg. 

Numerous industrial and academic networks in the areas of e.g. 

nanotechnology, production engineering, mobility, and mechanical 

engineering have been established in the region. Since 2006, KIT 

has been active in many of these networks under the roof of the 

Global Advanced Manufacturing Institute (GAMI). In line with the 

three defined KIT tasks of research, innovation, and teaching, GAMI 

that was founded by Lanza enhances the understanding of global 

production structures and develops new, robust, and controlled pro-

duction networks for industrial companies in accordance with local 

framework conditions. Advanced qualification, training, and coaching 

are important elements offered by GAMI to industry partners in order 

to sustainably improve the supply chain. GAMI presently has 20 

Chinese employees, who graduated in engineering at the KIT. It is 

also involved in current research projects of the KIT.   

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Württemberg. 

It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a na-

tional research center of the Helmholtz Association. Research 

activities focus on energy, the natural and built environment as 

well as on society and technology and cover the whole range 

extending from fundamental aspects to application. With about 

9400 employees, including more than 6000 staff members in the 
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science and education sector, and 24500 students, KIT is one 

of the biggest research and education institutions in Europe. 

Work of KIT is based on the knowledge triangle of research, 

teaching, and innovation. 

This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu. 
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