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KIT Runs Biggest German University Cloud
“bwSync&Share“ Online Memory Service Can now Be Accessed by about 450,000 Members of
Universities and Colleges in Baden-Württemberg

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) has started operation of the online memory service “bwSync&Share” for the
synchronization and sharing of documents. The state-wide service is available cost-free to about 350,000 students and
100,000 employees of all universities in Baden-Württemberg
and, hence, represents the biggest university cloud in Germany. Every user can now access about ten gigabytes of memory
capacity at his workplace and via mobile devices. The memory
service is funded by the State Ministry of Science, Research,
and the Arts.
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To cope with current research tasks, scientists of various institutions
are forced to increasingly cooperate. Consequently, there is an increasing demand for tools supporting such a cooperation. Joint processing and easy, secure, and flexible exchange of documents
among universities are indispensable.

For further information,
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”bwSync&Share“ is a memory service developed by KIT’s Steinbuch
Centre for Computing (SCC) in cooperation with the Power Folder
company. The service is to provide for the exchange of data among
various users, computers, and mobile end devices. Research results, homework, photos or videos can be stored, shared, and synchronized. Access takes place via desktop systems, smartphones,
tablets, or web interfaces. This ensures maximum comfort for the
user. In the starting phase, 500 terabytes will be supplied for
“bwSync&Share” in Karlsruhe. The memory capacity per user is
limited to ten gigabytes.

Kaiserstraße 12
76131 Karlsruhe, Germany
Phone: +49 721 608-47414
Fax: +49 721 608-43658
E-mail: presse@kit.edu

Ursula Scheller
SCC
Phone: +49 721 608-44865
Fax: +49 721 32550
E-mail: ursula.scheller@kit.edu
Kosta Schinarakis
PKM – Science Scout
Phone: +49 721 608 41956
Fax: +49 721 608 43658
E-mail: schinarakis@kit.edu

“In contrast to other known services like “Dropbox” or “Google
Drive”, the data are not stored at server locations abroad, but at
KIT’s Large-scale Data Facility. Hence, the service is subject to
German law. Employees and students of universities and colleges in
Baden-Württemberg do no longer have to trust external cloud services, but can cooperate easily and safely via this state-wide service,” Nico Schlitter, head of the project at SCC, explains.
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The data of the bwSync&Share users are stored at the Karlsruhe
Institute of Technology (KIT) and, hence, are subject to Germany
law. Communication between the end devices of the users and the
central memory systems is encoded. Data access is restricted to the
user supplying the data and other users authorized by him.
Use of “bwSync&Share” is cost-free for members of the state universities and colleges. Members of other institutions can also use
the service, but do not possess a personal memory space.
For access to the service and
https://bwSyncAndShare.lsdf.kit.edu

further

information,

click

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Württemberg.
It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a national research center of the Helmholtz Association. Research
activities focus on energy, the natural and built environment as
well as on society and technology and cover the whole range
extending from fundamental aspects to application. With about
9000 employees, including nearly 6000 staff members in the
science and education sector, and 24000 students, KIT is one
of the biggest research and education institutions in Europe.
Work of KIT is based on the knowledge triangle of research,
teaching, and innovation.
This press release is available on the internet at www.kit.edu.
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