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EUR 27.4 Million for Materials Science Center at KIT

State and Federation Finance New Building of 4500 Square Meters on Campus South — Research

to Focus on Materials for Future Energy Systems

The new building will have an energy-efficient building shell. (Figure: VALENTYNAR-
CHITEKTEN GmbH)

The Baden-Wurttemberg Ministry of Finance and Economics
approved of the new building of the Materials Science Center
for Energy Systems at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT).
The building costs of EUR 27.4 million will be shared equally
between the Federal Republic of Germany and the State of Ba-
den-Wirttemberg. The funds have been granted under a com-
petition launched by the State Ministry of Science, Research,
and the Arts to promote innovative future technologies in the
state. The Materials Science Center for Energy Systems (MZE)
will focus in particular on materials for future energy supply.
Particular attention will be paid to rechargeable battery sys-
tems and printed solar cells.

“Development of the next-generation energy system is a central
concern of KIT’s research. Many problems associated with the
transformation of the energy system will only be solved by materials
sciences,” KIT President Professor Eberhard Umbach says. “That is
why we gratefully acknowledge support by the state and the federa-
tion for the establishment of the Materials Science Center for Energy
Systems at KIT.”
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“At the MZE, we want to study the complete process chain from the
molecule to the component,” says Professor Michael J. Hoffmann,
coordinator of the MZE. MZE research will focus on printed organic
solar cells and batteries of high energy density based on nanostruc-
tured materials. Chemists, physicists, materials researchers, and
process engineers will cooperate not only to develop new materials.
They will also design appropriate processes to produce these mate-
rials efficiently on a large scale and use them in energy systems. All
in all, 17 chairs from five KIT departments will be involved in the
MZE research activities.

“Building of the MZE will strengthen Karlsruhe as a location of re-
search,” State Minister of Finance, Nils Schmid, emphasized in
Stuttgart today. The total costs in the amount of EUR 27.4 million
will be financed at an equal ratio from state funds under the Zu-
kunftsoffensive IV program and from federal supraregional funds to
promote research. The building will have a usable area of about
4500 square meters and accommodate research groups, laborato-
ries, office rooms. It will be built on the state-owned area behind the
Audimax on KIT Campus South. In 2011, architects were invited to
compete for the new project. The design that won will now be real-
ized. The new building will have an energy-efficient building shell
and efficient installations. Construction will be completed in 2015.

Two other materials science centers will be built on the premises of
the universities of Heidelberg and Freiburg.

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation
according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Wirttemberg.
It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a na-
tional research center of the Helmholtz Association. Research
activities focus on energy, the natural and built environment as
well as on society and technology and cover the whole range
extending from fundamental aspects to application. With about
9000 employees, including nearly 6000 staff members in the
science and education sector, and 24000 students, KIT is one
of the biggest research and education institutions in Europe.
Work of KIT is based on the knowledge triangle of research,
teaching, and innovation.
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