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Eleven subjects of KIT are found in the list of the top 200 uni-

versities worldwide. In seven subjects, namely, informatics, 

mechanical engineering, chemical engineering, civil engineer-

ing, physics, chemistry, and materials sciences, KIT is ranked 

in the top 50 of the world. This is obvious from the recently 

published QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013. The 

ranking is based on the criteria of academic reputation, reputa-

tion among employers, frequency of citations in scientific pub-

lications, and the Hirsch index, an indicator of research 

achievements of scientists.  

In total, 2858 universities were evaluated for the worldwide ranking 

published by QS Quacquarelli Symonds. 678 of these universities 

made it into the list of the best. KIT improved compared to the past 

year and reached the top 50 of the world in seven disciplines. In 

German comparison, this corresponds to four third places and one 

second place in chemical engineering. Three times, KIT is found to 

be the best German university, i.e. in civil engineering, materials 

sciences, and – neck-and-neck with TU Munich – informatics. 

As regards the engineering and technology subjects, KIT informatics 

is ranked in 40
th
 position worldwide in 2013. Chemical engineering 

reaches place 42, civil engineering place 33, electrical engineering 

is ranked in the group 51 – 100, mechanical engineering reaches 

position 46.  

As regards the natural sciences, KIT reaches place 36 in chemistry, 

group 101 – 150 for geosciences, place 39 for materials sciences, 

group 101 – 150 in mathematics, and place 23 in physics. 

In social sciences and management, KIT economics are ranked in 

the group 151 – 200. Compared to 2012, KIT improved in eight sub-

jects.  

In comparison with other German universities, KIT improved by at 

least one place in every technical or scientific subject, except for civil 
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engineering, where KIT was the best German university in 2012 

already. 

Since 2010, QS has been publishing an own ranking that is largely 

based on reputation indicators. Before, QS co-edited the THES 

ranking. Every year in autumn, a total ranking is published. This 

year, the ranking by subject is published for the third time. More 

information is available at www.topuniversities.com.  

 

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) is a public corporation 

according to the legislation of the state of Baden-Württemberg. 

It fulfills the mission of a university and the mission of a na-

tional research center of the Helmholtz Association. Research 

activities focus on energy, the natural and built environment as 

well as on society and technology and cover the whole range 

extending from fundamental aspects to application. With about 

9000 employees, including nearly 6000 staff members in the 

science and education sector, and 24000 students, KIT is one 

of the biggest research and education institutions in Europe. 

Work of KIT is based on the knowledge triangle of research, 

teaching, and innovation. 
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